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FOREWORD 


IFE IS FUNNY! (As if you didn't know). I don't 
mean “Ha ha funny.” I mean in the sense of 
odd, peculiar, strange. 

You'te probably wondering what this has to do with 
Spider-Man. Well, 'm glad you asked. 

You see, before coming up with the idea for everyone’ 
favorite web-swinger, I had already created The Fantastic 
Four and the incredible Hulk, And, after doing Spidey, 
Marvel and I then generously gifted an appreciative world 
with such characters as the X-Men, Daredevil, Iron Man, 
The Avengers, and... well, you get the ide: 

So here’s the point. Why 
meet usually says something like, “Hey, aren't you the one 
pider-Mai 
I wrote the Hulk, or The Silver Surfer, or even Sge. Fury 
and the Howling Commandos (for those of you with really 
“Aren't you the one who 


nere 


is it that e 


ery new person 1 


who wrote S 


I mean, they hardly ever ask me 


long memories)? Nope, it’s always 
Spider-Man?” 

Now, things like that make me think. Why is Spider-Man 
the first character that comes to mind when people mention 
Marvel or me? Over the years I've come up with a theory 
about chat and now, because of my justly famed generosity, 
Td like to share it with you. 

I think Spidey has made such a lasting impression because 
he’ possibly the most realistically human of all Super 
Heroes. He never has enough money, he’ constantly beset 
by personal problems, and the world doesnt exactly applaud 
his deeds—in fact, most people tend to suspect and distrust 
him. In short, he’ a lot like you and me. 

There’s another thing about Peter and his arachnid alter- 
ego. When his series first started, way back in 1963, Peter 
was just a teenager, still in school, Most of the comic-book 
readers were teenagers as well, so that made it really easy for 
them to identify with him. You see, at that time all the 
comic-book Super Heroes were adults. The only teenagers 
in comics were the heroes' sidekicks. Well, I figured, 
“Where is it written that teenagers can only be sidekicks?” 
‘The answer, of course, was “Nowhere!” So, Spidey was 
probably the first comic-book hero that teenagers 
themselves could identify with. 


wrote 


Whoa, I think I omitted 
another important point. 
You may have noticed 
that Peter Parker never 
lived in Gotham City, or 
Metropolis, or any place that 
was obviously a fictional 
Nope, his very first story planted him firmly in Forest Hills, 
a part of New York Ci 


ry 


So readers could really visua 
him web-swinging around the streets of New York and its 
environs, It was just another element that gave Spidey a 
ig of reality even though he was actually part of an 


ative comic-book universe. 
nally, there was the humor. I tried to make s 
our web-headed wonder was never without some sort of 


ure that 


wisecrack or sharp retort, no matter how tense asi 
might be. That, too, was an effort to be realistic be: 
you know, most young, people have a flip way of speaking, 
They're never as proper or pedantic as so many other heroes 
are portrayed. In fact, just between you and me, Spidey 
speaks a lot like I do. Or maybe I speak like he does. After a 
while, it’s hard to tell who's imitating whom! 

And there you have it. My take on the reason Spider-Man 
uch an unshakable hold on the minds and 
Sven though I'm equal 
ters the mighty Marv 


use, as 


seems to hay 


emotions of so many readers. 


proud of the many other chs 
bullpen and I ha 
now feel I can understand why our wondrous wall-crawler is 
the first one people think of when they talk comics to me. 
And I hope I've succeeded in mal 
IFT haven't succeeded, that’s okay. It makes me resemble 
poor ol’ Peter Parker even more. None of us ever s 


been associated with over the years, 1 


ing it clearer ro you, too. 


ems to 


get anything totally right! 
But don't waste time worrying about us 
story waiting for you on the pay 
webs and plunge right in. You know how your friendly 
neighborhood Spider-Man hates to be kept waiting! 


There's a lot of 


s ahead. So wiggle your 


Excelsior! 


INTRODUCTION 


E LIVE in an age of polls and focus groups. Market 
research is king, Television shows and movies are 


screened before test audiences and are often changed 
because of bad reactions, No manufacturer would dare 
release a new product unless it had been blessed by the 
appropriate consumer survey reports, A thorough marker 
analysis must be conducted before anything appears on the 
shelves of your local store, 

If Spider-Man had been created in 2007, the odds are that 
he never would have made it past the research experts. 

‘Things were different at Marvel Comics in 1962. Stan Lee 
only had to convince one man, a publisher by the name of 
Martin Goodman, to take a chance on a new character. 
Goodman looked at Spider-Man, carefully gauged the web- 
slinger’s chances for success, and immediately said no. 

Goodman understood his audience, The popular Super 
Heroes of the day all followed the same formula, They were 
adults with glamorous jobs or lifestyles. They 
models who believed in truth and justice. They were also 
handsome and muscle-bound. Within hours of receiving 
their powers, they designed a colorful costume and began to 
patrol the city. 

Goodman also knew that most people hated spiders. 

He believed that teenagers could only be used as sidekicks or 
as the stars of humor stories. Most of all, Goodman was 
convinced that no one wanted to read about a wimpy crime 
fighter who shed tears and made mistakes. 

Stan persisted. He had faith in Spider-Man and kept 
looking for a chance to sneak him into print. When $ 
learned that Amazing Adult Fantasy was about to be 
canceled, he dropped a word out of the title and put 
Spidey on the cover. He figured that even Martin wouldn't 
care if the web-swinger was a failure, 


re role 


But Stan wasn't sure about the look, He rejected the first 
version of the cover drawn by Steve Ditko and 
commissioned Jack Kirby to draw a second one, 
more heroic-looking Spider-Man. 

‘The rest, as they say, is comic-book history. Amazing 
Fantasy #15 hit the comic book racks and sold pretty well. 
Well enough for Spider-Man to be granted his own title 
nearly a year later. (The long gap is because of the way 
comic books were distributed in the United States in those 
days, It took a publisher nearly nine months to ascertain 
the sales on an individual issue.) 

From his very first story, Spider-Man stood out from the 
other costumed crime fighters. They went into battle full 
of confidence. Not Peter Parker! He was always doubting 
and second-guessing himself: He assumed that he would 
lose every fight and that all his missions would end in 
failure. But he didn't let that stop him. No matter how 
hopeless the situation or overwhelming the odds, Spider- 
Man never quit, He refused to accept defeat or surrender 
to despair. His body could be broken, but his spirit was 
never conquered. 

Spider-Man's message is simple. Ir’ all about 
responsibility. If you want to be a good person, you have 
co be accountable for your actions, You can't blame others 
for your mistakes or failures. You also have a duty to use 
your talents co make this world a better place. If you have 
the power to stop something bad from happening, you 
need to step forward. One person can make a difference, 
especially if he or she acts in a responsible manner. 

As it says in the comic books, “With great power, there 
must also come great responsibility. 


featuring a 


PETER PARKER 


ETER PARKER was only a young boy 
when his parents died in a plane crash. 
el 

father’s older brothet 
M 


elderly couple with no children of 


He immediately moved in with his 
and wife. Ben and 


Parker (see pages 12-13) w 


ean 


their own, and they raised Peter as if 

he were their son. They rarely spoke Subhuman strength 
; A Before he gained his spider-powers, 

about Peter's real parents, so Peter pind bene ones 


became convinced that his 


ige strength fora boy of 


and 
uncoordinated, he also had no 
athletic ability. He hi 
heights, too—even getting a 
book from the top shelf in the 
library resulted in his suffering, 
severe symptoms of vertigo. 


parents had left him because 
of something he had done, Afraid of being 
abandoned, Peter worked hard to win his 


aunt and uncle’ approval—though he 
didn't have to worry. Ben and May truly 
loved their nephew and would have done 
anything to please him. 

re 
beckpeck that contained all 


his school texts, plus books for 
his own reading 


HiGH SCHOOL 


Peter was an honor student, and his teachers thought 


very highly of him. He always came prepared for class, 


nments, The other students, GEES 


however, had little time for a know-it-all like puny 


and completed all the ass 


Parker. The girls thought he was too quiet, and the boys 
considered him a wimp, Peter w 


painfully shy, and 
some of his classmates mi 


nterpreted his silence for 
snobbery. He had trouble making friends, but he never 
renV aE stopped trying. He 
often invited other 
students to join him 
at science exhibits or Bee cial 
Peter always thought of his Uncle Ben 
as his best friend. Ben had an 
extensive collection of old comic 


monster movies. Buc 
they usually 
responded with 
ridicule, and almost 
that he enjoyed sh: 


join them, these comics and their stories about 


Peter's glasses ous heroes and their 
May Parker insisted thar Peter 


ses, but after he became Res leafy ptain Americ. 


bought most of Peter’ terror into the hearts of criminals, 


Spider-Man his eyesight 
improved. Flash Thompson broke 


Peter's last asses du ‘hardly sylsh tiered 
sacks, and polished his shoes 


every night before bed. 


thoving match, and Peter never 
around co buying a new pair. 


‘OMT ISNT nE_,\ THERE'S AUNT MAY, AND Gradua F THE COMPUTER SHONS saa eaten 
WaSsanie ’ ) wes wntson Bur Graduation day LESSEE Gian) No college degree 
LET'S WAVE BETTY BRANT ISN'T Peter Parker graduated from SEEMS YOU DIDN'T TAKE A A Spider-Man ruined Peter's 
TB iinbene / FEE? fe CAT of hone : Beene cyl Cues 2 : 

ANGRY WITH ME THAN I Midtown High with the highest ‘BELIEVE. college graduation. In the 


scholastic average in the school’s 


Bur goN'T WoRay 
PARKER. OU 

CAN MAKE FUP 
$18 SUMMER, 


history, but he almost missed the 
ceremony. Instead of attending to 


last-minute graduation details, 
Peter was trading punches with a 
superhuman villain, the Molten 
Man (see page 68). He won his 


fight and arrived home just i 
time to change for the ceremony 
Later, he was thrilled to discover 
that he had won a full scholarship 
co Empire State University. 


COLLEGE LIFE 
Peter was more self-confident i 
college than he had been in 

high school. Leaving home for 


A serious student 


Fascinated with science ever since Uncle 


Ben took him to his first monster movie, 
Peter Parker immersed himself in his 

studies. Despite web-swin 
and a hectic social life, he 


the first time, he moved into a 


bachelor pad and even bought 


a motorcycle 


was determined to be a 
success and to make 
his Aunt May proud. 


TO BE AMONG THE BEST AND THE 

BRIGHTEST OF THE BIOCHEM/S/5 

OF THE FUTURE, UNDERSTANDING EVERY 

FACET OF THE SCIENCE HE'S CHOSEN, 
AS HIS LIFES WORK! 


INALLY, ALONE IN HIS ROOM, THE AMAZING INDIVIDUAL 
SOUL, BEWILDERED, CONFUSED, AND SITTER gy 


/ CAN THEY BE RIGHT? AM I REALLY 
| Some" SORT OE A CRACK-POT, WASTING 
Mav TIME SEEKING FAME AND GLORY? 
Ait MORE INTERESTED INTHE ADVEN= 
(Ss Oe SEING SPIDER-MAN THAN'T 


The man behind the mask 
Throughout his career as Spider-Man, 


Rok alayet t i AM IN HELPING PEOPLE #2 WHY DO I 
eter has always been torn between his 


88 He iniy BonTTo Give ME WHOLE 

sense of duty and the mixed feelings he has 

received from the public. This reception 

has varied from praise to outright 
condemnation, and it has left the teen 

confused about his role. It has even driven 

him to the brink of despair, causing him to 

throw away his costume and renounce his 

alter ego. Nevertheless, his dedication to 

using his powers responsibly has always 

led to Peter donning his mask again in 

the hope that some day the world will 

learn to appreciate Spider-Man. 


CALLED SPIDER-MAN SEARCHES HIS 


a 


week before the ceremony, 

Spidey was battling the Green 
Goblin and the Rocket Racer 
He c graduate with the 


rest of his class since he'd 


missed a reqi 


(eALEe 
\Scounses % 


Postgraduate work 
Peter finally g 
Empire State University, but he 
continued his studies as a 
graduate student and took a job 
asa teaching assistant. With all 
these activities, as well as being 
Spider-Man, Peter's life gor a 
little too hectic. He decided he 
needed a rest, and he withdrew 
from the graduate program. 
Later, taking Aunt May’s advice 
he returned to college and 
continued working toward his 


his degree from 


master’s degree 


AND YET, L CAN'T! T 
MUST HAVE BEEN GIVEN \ 
THIS GREAT POWER FOR 
A REASON! NOMATTER 
HOW DIFFICULT IT IS. T 
MUST REMAIN AS SPIDER- 
MAN! AND T Peay THAT 
SOME DAY THE WORLD 
WILL UNDERSTANDS 


One THiNne Is ceRTAIN! 
THE WORLD WON'T HAVE 
LONG TO WAIT FOR 
SPIOER-MAN'S NEXT 
GREAT THRILLER! DUE TO 
YOUR EVER-INCREASING 
DEMAND, IT WiLL BE ON 
SALE SOOM! RESERVE 
Your coPyY MOW! 


Vi 
is 


Pe UNCLE BEN & AUNT MAY 


fy ORN IN Brooklyn, New York, to a struggling ERE eee 
} Sena 4 


working-class family, Ben Parker was a bright 


and happy child who was popular with both 
his teachers and his classmates. He had a vivid 


1 


tical 


On ering sa re imagination, collected comic books, and red 
si Try store clerk, Ben oA 

ae 
running ausy with him < joke, and he dreamed of becoming a 


science fiction. He also loved a good pra 


professional comedian when he grew up. 
When his father died unexpectedly, Ben 


dropped out of high school to support his SER 
PP 8 PP A new responsibility 


widowed mother and much younger When Perere parents, Richard and 


brother, Richard. He took a series Mary, were reported dead, Ben and 
May welcomed the orphaned child 


of menial jobs and was working 


into their lives. The co 
at the amusement park in New living on a low income and had to 


York’s Coney Island when he make many sacrifices for the boy. 


first met May Reilly. 


May’s CHOICE 


Although she was attracted to Ben, May also dated Johnny 


Jerome, a young street hustler. Jerome suddenly proposed 
c 


could answer, Ben arrived and told her that Jerome was a 


» May and asked her to leave town with him, Before she 


criminal who was wanted by the police. After Jerome was 


¢ Ben's sense of 


arrested, May started to appr 


responsibility, and she agreed to marry him. Meanwhile, 


Ben's brother Richard had become an intelligence agent. He 


met and married Mary Slattery who was also an agent, and 


they had a son, Peter. When the couple we 
SIMPLY THE BEST 

Ben and May provided 
«all the support that Peter of Peter for a few months. Unfortunately, the mission went 


needed bath financial and Richard and Mary were apparently killed. 


overseas mission, Richard asked Ben and May to take care 


wrong 


and emotional. 


Ben and May looked. 
Peter when his par 
were killed. 


A friend in need 

Recalling the popularity he 
enjoyed as a child, Ben was 
dismayed to see that Peter had 
few friends his own age. He did 
everything he could to encourage 
his nephew to come out of his 
shell and went out of his way 


to spend time with Peter 


Best friends 
Ben tri 


himself 


interest in 


fantastic sparked Pe nd he 


started to develop a taste 


A secret tragedy 


was forever changed by the tragedy 


g her only child, She went from a 

scious young girl who lived for excitement, TRATED COMIC 
1 nervous and overprotective old woman, 

Constantly worried about the state of her 


ephew’s health, she fusses over him to make 


ts properly and dresses warmly 


need to be protected, he understands that 


A united front 

After Peter's uncle Ben 
was murdered, Peter and 
his aunt grew even closer 
They genuinely love one 
another, and always watch 


DIVIDED LOYALTIES: 


PETER’S FRIENDS 


INCE PETER 


nerd by most of his classmates, he didn’t 


Se ee cay 


ker was considered a 


have any real friends in high school. He 
was an outsider who occasionally hung out 
with the more popular students. Peter had 


known one of them, Flash Thompson, ever 


Flash Thompson often since they were kids, but they never got 


ridiculed Peter, unaware 


along. An athlete who gained his nickname 


that his puny classmate oh 
wa Spider-Man because of his speed, Flash had to struggle to 
complete his school assignments, so he had 


little use for a puny know-it-all. The young Flash was a 


troublemaker and a bully who stole comic books and 


baseball cards from the local newsstand, and who often 


extorted money from his clas 


mate: 


STAR ATHLETE 


Life changed for Flash Thompson when he entered 
Midtown High. Thanks to his strength and speed, 
he became the star of the school’s football team 
and led the baseball ream in home runs. 
He stopped stealing and harassing his 
classmates, but he continued ro bully 
Peter. Ironically, Flash was also one of 
Spider-Man's biggest fans and even formed 
a fan club to support his hero. 


IAPPENS To WISEGUYS WHO 


Flashs father was a police 
RY TO MAKE TIME WITH MAY 


officer: But Harrison 
“Harry” Thompson was 
ako an alcoholic who 
afien struck his children 
when he was drunks 


Hlash’s real 


name is Eugene 


JEALOUS 
Though he seemed to be one of the mast popular 
boys at Midtown High, Flash was very insecure 

He was jealous of Peter scholastic achievements 

He also feared that his girlfriend, Liz Allen, had 
a thing for Peter and that she wanted to 


FLastt 
THOMPSON 
‘upgrade to someone smarter. When threats didn't 

convince Peter to stay away fiom Liz, Flash 
aften resorted to punches 


Trading insults 
As he gained 
confidence with his 
spider-powers, Peter 


began to stand up to 
Flash Thompson 
and return insult 
for insult. 


ce 
FOR Bee ANG VOU LASSE. 


The “In” crowd 
Flash usually hung around with a 
included Jason 


fashionable crowd th: 
lonello, a wisecracking practical joker; 
Liz Allen, Midtown High's beauty 
queen; Tiny McKeever, a good-natured 
goliath; and Sally Avril, a bright and 
energetic cheerleader and gymnast. 


AN ALL-AMERICAN BOY 
Flash attended Empire State University an a 
full football scholarship, but he dropped out to 
enroll in the United States Army. After he 
completed his tour of duty, Flash visited Peter 
and the two realized that they had a lot in 
common. Ta their surprive, they eventually 
became clase friends 


eva si ee 


JASON AND SALLY 

Jason lonello wanted to he as idolized as Flash 
Thompson, but most of his jokes fll flat. Sally Avril 
was a gymnast who donned a costume and briefly 


became a crime fighter known as the Bluebird. Her 
life was cut short when she was killed in a car crash, 


College friends? 
Peter won a college scholarship for science and 
nntolled in New Yorks Empire State University 
fier he graduated from Midtown High. Flash 
Thompson shared a few classes with Peter for a 
while, bue the former football star eventually 
left school to join the army, Peter also met 
other students, such as Harry Osborn. Harry 
was the son of multimillionaire industrialist 
Norman Osborn, who later became the super 
criminal, the Green Goblin (see pages 5455) 
When they first met, Peter thought that Harry 
was a spoiled rich kid, and the nwo of them did 
not get along. 


I DON'T UNDER: 
STANDS THis |S 
ONE NIGHT I WAS. 
SURE PETER WO! 


WHAT COULD HAVE ] 
\ HAPPENED 


Peter’s posse 

Afier his lonely days in high school, Peter 
Parker came out of his shell when he went to 
college. He made friends and became quite 
popular. He started dating the beautiful Gwen 
Stacy and even formed a genuine friendship 
with Flash Thompson. He also established 
close relationship with Mary Jane Watson. 


Panu 
Cuan Kant 


HE'S My EVER- LOVIN’ 
BUDDY AND ALL THAT. 


Later IN THe Chem LAB... ] THIS 1S my LAST 
S, CLASS TODAY 
IF THERE'S ONE THING — } TLL BE ABLE To See 
HARRY OSBORN DOESN'T } AUNT MAY WHEN IT'S 
DIG, IT'S A SWELL-HEAD / OVER! IF T CAN 
fii WHO THINKS HE'S ¢” JUST KEEP My MINO 
BET. ON WHAT TM DOING 
~ JILL THEN... / INE GOT 


WITH ATEMPER LIKE 
GWENDOLYN'S 
THAT'S JUST WHAT 
IT M/GHT BE IF He 
DOESN'T GET HERE | 


Eventua 


camp 


POSTGR 
Afier gett 


ITE FRIENDS 
college degree, Peter 
He briefly took 
he made 


a job as more 


assistants. Debra 


ROOMA 


MOMS. JUST. 


[the ba0'e, 


A misunderstanding 


being rude, Harr 
learned the truth 


got to know each 


friendship slowly grew 


MATES 


FIER hanes 
2S WREST Brae 
= eae 


Liz Allen 
Liz Allen was one of the most 

popular girls at Midtown High. 
Thou 


PETER’S GIRLFRIENDS 


ETER PARKER is living proof that being bitten by 


a radioactive spider can only help your social life. 


ke MoT hee h often in the company 
Sue eoFORAL PSHE} of Flash Thompson, Liz 
developed a crush on Peter 


Parker as he became less timid 


Before he gained his amazing spider-powers, Peter 
was just a shy and insecure young man. Popular girls like 
Liz Allen and Sally Avril hardly ever gave him a second 
glance, and they wouldn't even consider going out with 


‘ Bey Brant 
etary for a date, and he never would nie 


him. There is no way he would have had the courage to 
ask his boss's se 


have approached anyone as pretty as Gwen Stacy. After 0m with 
he became Spider-Man, however, Peter started to come eng 
out of his shell, and a lot of women liked what they saw... eer mind 


Betty BRANT 


Peter's job as a freelance photographer for the 
Daily Bugle led co his first serious romance 
Betty Brant was J. Jonah Jameson's secretary 


Peter first became attracted to Betty because 


she always wore a smile and was never 
flustered by her volatile boss. Peter and 
Betty also had a lot in common, since 
they both had very complicated lives. 
Betty had an ailing mother and a 


brother who was usually in trouble. 


In order to support her family, she had 


to drop out of high school and get a ( 


full-time job. Betty also shared 


Peter's insecurities and shyness. 
NO LOVE FOR SPIDEY 

Thogh she was infarusied with Pete 

eventually fell in love Beuty Brant hated Spider-Man for filing 
brother Bennet 


They started going out, and 


as Dangerous liaisons 
Peter Parker's dual identity may 

have helped bring him and Betty 

Brant together, but it was also 


responsible for separating them. 
Betty liked Peter because he seemed 
to be a quiet boy who didn't take 
unnecessary risks, As time went on 
she began to fear that he enjoyed 
taking dangerous pictures for the Daily 
Bugle. She begged him to stop, but he 
needed the money and ignored het 

nit the 


concerns, Fearing that Peter w 
man he pretended to be, Betty became 
involved with a reporter named Ned 
Leeds, whom she later married. 


Berry 
BRANT 


The best of intentions 
As Liz Allen 


Gwen Stacy 


fer met the lovely Gwen Stacy at 
Empire State University. Ev ly 
she began 

to the other mem 
her group. Her ac 


hey fell deeply in love. Unfortunately. 


ationship was destined to end 
dy (see pages 82-83), 


kindness backfired 


because they made Flash 
Thompson even more 
jealous of Peter. 


After graduation 
Once they gi 
school, Li: 


fact that they would 1 
couple, and settled for 
She also decided that 
outgrown Flash Thompsc 


broke up with him, Liz late 
romantically involved with Peter's 
college roommate, Harry Osborn 
5), and they were 


How can she know? [RE8, PHOTDSRBING <uPER- 7g 
In graduate school, [ES WHAT 1 GeT'Paio FoR! 
Peter dated Debra 
Whitman, a girl with 
serious problems of her 
own who began to 
suspect thar Peter was 
secretly Spider-Man 


SS 
le Sw YouR TERRE Re 

A perade of beanty 

Peter didn’t want a serious relationship after he 


lost Gwen Stacy. He spent a lor of time with Mary 
Jane Watson (s 18-19), but he considered 


Whitman a: 


like Cissy Iron: 
Marcy K. 
Powell 
pursued 
But he already 
there w: 


MARY JANE 


THE surface, Mary Jane Watson is 


Mary Jane is 


redhead, 


Parker. 


the complete opposite of Pe 
She appears to be a popular, fun- 


loving young woman who is always 


looking for a party. She usually h 


smile on her face, and seems to be 


without a care or responsibility in the 


Fr her frst few appearance 


at appoints world. But appearances can be 


eet about her appecrane deceiving. Mary Jane was the 

daughter of Philip and Madeline 

Watson, Her mother was a drama student, while Philip majored 
in American literature and wanted to be a writer. The owo 


married as soon as they graduated from college. But as his dreams 


of becoming a writer faltered, Philip turned on his family, verbally 
abusing them and blaming them for his inability to concentrate. 
The relationship continued to deteriorate to the extent that Madeline 


took their young children, Gayle and Mary Jane, and lefe Philip. 


BROKEN DREAMS 


Life did not get any easier for the Watson family 


Gayle married her high-school sweetheart right 


Gayle became pregnant and gave birth, Unable to 


cope with the pressures of law school, and with yet 
another child on the way, Gayle’s husband deserted 


her. Disaster struck again, when Madeline died 


before the birth of Gayle’s second child. G: 


turned to her sister, hoping for support. But Mary 


Jane wasnt willing to give up her dreams to help 


her sister. Instead, she left to stay with her favorite 


JACKPOT 


aunt, Anna Watson, who was living in Forest Hills. “Peter couldn't contain his shock 


During her time there, Aunt Anna tried several when he saw how beautifid Mary 
Jane was, In response, Mary Jane 
tattered the words that are not 


times to set up Mary Jane on a date with her 


neighbor's nephew—a certain Peter Parker part of comic-book lve 


Donning a mask 


‘When she was younger 


Mary Jane always 
di 


feelings. She played and 


HIGH FASHION 
Mary Jane career as 

a model has meant that 
her clothes are always the 
height of fushion. Even 
her wedding dress was 
created by a leading 
fashion designer (see 
pages 114-115) 


ised her true 


laughed and pretended 


verything was just 
On the day Philip 
Watson struck her older 
sister, Mary Jane did 


carewheels to amuse het 
friends and partied long 
into the night 


Hold that pose 
ng discovered a taste for performing in high-school 
s, Mary Jane turned to a career first as a dancer and 
nen as an actress, She even had a brief role in a daily 
‘oap opera called Secret Hospital, However, she 


d her greatest success as a model. With the 


ney from her modeling, Mary Jane and 
Peter were able to move into a 
xurious apartment, But it was also 
ner modeling work which 


‘ook her on an ill-fated 
trip to Latveria (se 


wages 150-151), 


The secret 

Mary Jane was 13 years old the first time she saw Peter 
Parker, and she thought he looked cure. She later discovered 
that he was secretly Spider-Man when she accidentally 
spotted him sneaking 
Aunt Anna kept trying co get them together, Mary Jane didn't 
want anything co do with him, She had no use for a quiet 
and sensitive boy who hid the truth about himself behind 


ut of his aunt’s house. Though her 


a mask. They eventually met, and began their often-rocky 
relationship. Many years would pass before Mary Jane 


revealed that she had always known Peter's greatest secret 


Eye RiSen aoe SECRET Fo Fea 


deren wantek Sener SER onan 


Dangerous occupation , ree 
Being Spider-Man’ girlfriend and | 

then wife has not been without its 

dangers. Particularly as some of 
Spider-Man's most dangerous enemies 
know who he really is and who his 
nearest and dearest are! Mary Jane ! 
has been attacked by the likes of 2 
Tombstone (see page 112) and the 
second incarnation of the Green 
Goblin (see pages 132-133). 
However, the greatest impact was 
made by Venom (see pages 120-121), 
When the villain first arrived on the 
scene, he went straight to Mary Jane 
and Peter's apartment, Here he 
confronted the model and asked 
her about Peter's whereabouts 
scaring Mary Jane out of her wits. 


BLUE 


Ven 


A reluctant romance 
Mary Jane had always been attracted 

to Peter, but often feigned indifference 
toward him, She admired his sense 
of responsibility and respected his 
courage, but hated the fact that 
he was constantly risking his life 
as Spider-Man. She truly 

understood all the sacrifices 
he had made, but, at first, 
she was not willing 


to share her pain. 


dist 


flirted with F 


proved too hard a 


and despite tar 
on a number of 0 


ly agreed to bec 


THE FIRST HINTS OF POWER HE SET OUT 10 TARE Siow | 
Still dazed by his unpleasant experience in the science hall ee ene 

Peter carelessly stepped in front of a speeding car. The driver Seem re 
horn startled the teenager, causing him to leap to safety It 


ie leap eh propelled bi alse 30 fc wp the see of ¢ 


nearby building. Peter’ 
was able to stick 10 the wall ofthe buildin 
fingertips, While scaling the wall, he 
‘was amazingly strong by crus 


astounded to discover that he 


ccovered that he 


ig steel pipe 


[wuar's come over 


HE FIRST day of the rest of 
Peter Parker's life started like fis watt ust ss 
any other. Gently tickled eae 
awake by his Uncle Ben, Peter was < 
a victim of too much studying and 
too little sleep. Still he managed to 
put on a smile by the time he 
joined his aunt and uncle for 
breakfast as usual. Peter's shyness 
and scholastic interests had made 
him a bit of a social outcast at 
school. But his late night study 
sessions paid off when his science 
teacher singled out his work, Be ae tote aa , 
mentioning that he was practically Rie eene: tua osie nike: 
assured of getting a scholarship when 


In the ring 
Peter spotted an opportunity to test his 


powers when he came across a wrestling 
Pe te shecked |! « 


when he stuck to 


the wall of a 


challenge. Disguised by a mask, Peter 
easily defeated the wrestler Crusher 


the wal Hogan. A'TV producer in the crowd 


q 


eagerly offered Peter a spot on a show 
and the youngster accepted. He even 


designed a new costume for his TV debut 


started to practice his act. On the night of 


his debut performance, Spider-Man wowed 


he griduatedilapenitiiaddaysinvan Bie Got tel gocabsnding option As 
attempt to forget about his failure to ‘Parker was now a media darling. Fame and 
fidinatechool NBetervisttediasdience riches were finally within his reach, and 


‘over the next few days the 
amazing Spider-Man 
beca 


exhibition. During one of the 
demonstrations, a common house 
spider was exposed to a massive dose 
of radiation when it swung into the 
path of a particle accelerator. The ee ae 

: ; : ews a pa tied 
stricken spider landed on Peter's spider bit hm ip re pe 
hand and bit him as it died. 


With his hand burning from 


Peter was horrified 


No business like show business 


While he was leaving the show 
the bite, Peter began to one night, Peter suddenly heard 


shout. An elderly security 
feel nauseated and val acting: 
stumbled outside for burglar. Even though the 
some fresh air, What he guard ordered Spider-Man 
Pern igeere to stop the fleeing man, the 
didn’t realize was that masked teenager did nothing, 
the spider's irradiated and the burglar managed to 
venpunihad Iegaritto Sere 
alter his biochemistry. immediately turned on Spider-Man, 
Peter’s body was already berating him for failing to act. Peter 
‘ aa arrogantly replied that he was a star 
mutating, gaining the and didn’t take orders from anyone 
fantastic powers that would Peter was through being pushed 
transform him into the around; he swa 
Sea Ss promptly forgot about the incident 
amazing Spider-Man. 


The spider strikes 
When Peter returned home one night after 
a personal app. 


he was shocked to 
discover that a burglar had murdered his, 
Uncle Ben, Grief-stricken, Peter donned 
his costume and made his way to a 
nearby warehouse where the criminal 
was hiding, Arriving at the warehouse 

in no time, Spider-Man found the 
ruined building surrounded by police 
But the offic 


they decided to 


realized that it wa 


a matter of time before 
and the criminal could 
sprang into action. 


Criminal gun 
covered in webbing 


ealization RESPONSIBILITY 


Seeing the face of the criminal made Peter realize that 
prevented Uncle Ben’ death. His refusal 
«his powers to stop the thicf in the TV studio hae 

backfired borribly on the teenager, and he had last one | 
af the few people he really loved. i 


» stop the killer from firing his gun, 
ocked him unconscious with a 
geta 
’s face, It was the unnamed 


Spider-Man then 
single blow. Only then did the stunned te 


look at the b 


fugitive who ran past him in the studio! 


THAT-- THAT 
Uncle Ben 

ist criminal 
Man 


Peter realized that he must ha 
his great powers for a reason. Ins 

using them for personal gain, he should have 
been employing them to prot 

would never shirk his dury 

finally learned that with great power there 


also comes great responsibility 


Pi) 


TLL STOP iM FOR 
YA, ELECTRO,” 
(EY-—/ WHA" 32, 


SO SENSITIVE 
N DON'T 


(Since T REACTS 
10 ANY FORM OF: 

CANGER OR - i Ye 
|MENACE, I CAN'T Everything’ fine Peter senses 
BE CAUGHT BY 
SURPRISE! 


To 
BEHIND A FELLA WITH A 


SSS 
> 


potential danger: 


& 


E MAY not know if you've been bad or F 
good, but he can always sense when you're = 
dangerous. Spider-Man possesses many anes — 


incredible abilities, but his most ai 


ing power 


must be his uncanny spider-sense, This strange 
tingling sensation, which originates in the back glo. Th nae he dane 
Tae ie the stronger the tingling. 


of his skull, warns him of danger. The danger 


, like 


could be something immediat 


a gun being aimed at him or a 
punch being thrown at the back of 
his head. Or it could be 

something subtle, like a slippery floor or a 

sandwich that contains tainted meat. While \ 


Tracking by tingle 
Lik 


Geiger counter that somehow reacts 


s, Spider-Man often uses his spider 
track down his enemies. He has 


so developed special spider-tracers that are 


scuned to his spider-sense and can help Thanks to his spider-sense, it practically impossible to 


his spider-sense cannot tell Spider-Man the 


Peter ipldensense ts him co pinpeliat fees who are Bar away sneak up on Spider-Man or to ambush him, Not only 


exact nature of a particular threat, it always lets can he sense the enact direction of an impending 


always on... even 


when he’ asleep! threat, but his spider-sense immediately triggers his 


injury 
He often dodges blows before they are actually thrown, 


him know when and which way to 


move in order to avoid the danger. ™~., 
BUILT-IN RADAR 


Spider-Man's spider-sense is like having a personal -_——S 


radar unit. He doesn't have to worry about watching 
where he's walking or web-swin ause it 
always guides him away from danger. Loose 


ceiling tiles or rotted rooftops don't trouble Spider- 


amazing spiderlike reflexes to help him ave 


Man because his spider-sense warns him in plenty of 


time to avoid them. Even if he were trapped in 


complete darkness, his spider-sense would prevent him 
1 


from bumping into anything. And Spidey’s spider 


sense tingles if someone can see the web-slinger out of 


costume, warning him that he may be spotted. 


BE PREPARED 


WHOAT AY SPIDER: 
SENSE is! SIGNALING 
Dancer? WHAT 

GOULD PossiaLy--P 


who don’ actually want 


It’s all instince 


Since his spider-sense instinctively 


0 burt him 


reacts to trouble, Spider-Man 


depends on it most when he is 


Early warning 


Peter Parker depends on his 


fight, weav a 
hail of bullets without a scratch. 


spider-sense to protect him Over the years, he has come to 


even when he's not in realize that his reflexes work a lot 


costume. It's so sensitive faster than his mind. Because he 
that it will alert him in can trust his super-quick reflexes 


time to avoid even a minor completely, Spidey is free to come 


OF THe ot 
sBloeenseee> |) H i 
SOS SPSEP,| mishap, such as a collision 


up with the witty one-liners he 


Nasty impact!) 


with a fellow pedestrian spouts to distract his opponents. 


B 


Subject to gravity Spider-Man fe 
oa! Though Spider-Man has the ability down a guninan 
to stick t fa e ca 


defy gravity. That's why he usually 


rai NeSRe crawls up the exterior sides of 
OTHING SEEMS to unnerve a bad buildings, instead of walking along 
guy more than being approached by a the tops. Not only does he present 
certain webbed crime fighter who is less resistance to the high winds that 
stalk the upper stories when 


crawling up the side of a nearby wall. Though — Chawiing, ter he abo makes a 
Spider-Man possesses many amazing powers, smaller target for nervous gunmen. 
his ability to cling to any surface is certainly 
the most unsettling. No matter how friendly 
our neighborhood web-slinger claims to be, Spd lghencihs 


The web-swinger’s hands and feet 5 or! 5 ie 
wick w any surfce, a ifthey were the sight of him scurrying across a ceiling can 
Locked in place with thousands of 
tiny suction cups 


costume and boots 


be very disturbing. The fact that he looks like 
a monstrous insect whenever he 
scampers up a building has helped Daily Bugle publisher 
J. Jonah Jameson convince the public that Spider-Man 
is a menace. Many people hate spiders, and are easily 
frightened by someone who can hang from their 
ceilings and cling to their walls. 


MYSTERIOUS ABILITY 


No one knows exactly how Spider-Man's wall-clinging ability works. 
Peter Parker has often theorized that he h 


form of bio-magnetic 
the attraction between the molecules 


he climbs. All that is known for 


power that allows him to inc 


in his body with those of the surfac 


certain is that he can stick to anything. No matter how smooth or 
slippery a surface may be, Spid: 
attach himself. He just has to keep 

concentrating until he bonds with ie 


Unlike his spid 


can 


se, the web-head’s 


conscious 


clinging power is strictly 2 
act. He can never stick to something 
by accident. Hi 


Spider-Man 
actively decide 

which pares of his 
body are attached 


must deliberately press 
his hand against an object and choose 
to adhere to it. Of course, Spidey likes 


to a surface at 


any given time 


to show off as much as the next fellow. 
He occasionally runs upside down 
along a ceiling or strides up a wall. 


Unbreakable 
Once Spider-Man has 


latched on to an object, only 


SWING AND CLING 
Ever 


Man never lo 


when hes web-su 


he can decide when t0 
release it. No outside force 
has ever managed to prise 
him from a surface if he 
consciously wants to stick to 
it, Foes with superhuman 
strength have been known to 
rip Spidey from walls and 
ceilings, bur that’s only 
because these surfaces have 
shattered under the strain 
Chunks of drywall or pieces 


of ceiling tile can usually be spotted clinging to Spidey 


whenever this situation occurs, If someone as strong as the 
incredible Hulk were to try to pull Spider-Man off a slab of 
granite, he might accidentally rip off the web-spinner’s arms 
K would splinter. Of course, there is an easy way Clinging body 
to separate Spider-Man from an object. All a villain has to do : 
is find a way to knock him out. Once Spidey has lost 
consciousness, his body will automatically go limp and detach 
itself from anything it is holding, 


before the roc 


Though Spider-Man tends co focus on his 
hands and feet whenever he's climbing up a 
wall, every part of his body has the same 

clinging ability. His back and head can stick to 


surfaces as easily as his fingers and toes. All he 


has to do is lean against something and he will 


stick to it until he decides to free himself 


IF I STAY ON HIS TRAIL,HE MAY. 
LEAD ME RIGHT TO THE 
OTHER ENFORCERS/ 


Not just hanging around 
Aside from using his wall-clinging ability to avoid ma 


transit and impress his fans, Spider-Man has dis 
many additional uses for it. He often sur 
follows suspected crooks into their hideouts fi 


along the rooftops. He eavesdrops on conversations b 
clinging to ceilings, and hides under shadowed 

angs. On many occasions, he has held a fleeing 
thief in place by sticking a finger to the man’s back. If 
the web-head ever decides to retire from crime fighting 
he could always become a waiter. With his ability 10 
stick to things, he would never drop a tray of dishes! 


to discover that he now possessed 


Spider-Man often takes bis strength 
for granted, which 
dsherening w the avenue crook that he has the proportionate 


Spider-Man has often told people 


n prove rather 


strength of a spider; but he’s 
actually a lot more powerful. While not as strong as the 
incredible Hulk, the mighty Thor, or the Thing, our 


friendly neighborhood web-slinger is able to lift almost 
10 tons. He can bend a solid iron bar with his bare 
hands and shatter a concrete wall with a single punch. 
And in one, spider-powered spring, he has leapt the 


height of three stories, or the width of a highway. 


AMAZING AGILITY 


Even more impressive than his spiderlike 


strength is Spider-Man's amazing speed and 


agility, When it comes to quick-thinking, 


death-defying, lightning-swift acrobatic 
stunts, the wall-crawling wonder is truly 
without equal. Spider-Man moves with a 
fluid and casual grace that can't even be 
equaled by trained superathletes such as 
Captain America or Daredevil. He leaps 
from rooftops, somersaults over flagpoles, 
tumbles off water rowers, and balances on 


top of light poles as he routinely travels 


across the city in his own unique manner 


AND Now THAT Tin THE qr 

Bee oa NGA 

eee 
io 


ane Pee ea) WEIGHING THE COMPETITION — TN VGZFZA_ The steess factor \ 
BD) om rire Ww eran js aly the song E Be) Average people have been known to lif 
- — elie ee al 4-4 cars in times of stress, Spider-Man can 
ez ‘ is | \_ [Mh 8 


a F + | \ day. Add in the excitement of one of hi an wv 
HORTLY AFTER he was bitten by the ; See ee Bical bres, nd his power level can his 
radioactive spider that gave him his amazing SNS shoot into uncharted territory. Over the att it 
powers (ee pages 20-21), Peter Patker aera 


accidentally crushed a steel pipe as if it 


were made of paper. He was astonished 


superhuman strength. Since then, 


Spider of steel 
Spider-Man possesses 
exceptional stamina and can 
ssually recover his full 
after a short rest, Nothi 
hold him for too long, and 
after a brief respite, he can 
regain enough streng 
shatter even the stron 
chains—you need something 
pretty strong to tie down 
this spider! 


peas tn agile eke Net raise a couple of Cadillacs on a normal wd is Spider 


from beneath tons of debris, and 


flattening cosmically powered aliens 


The Thing GOTCHA! 


prevent it from crashing 


owed city street 


aon, Saree) 


Even when be 
number 


rced by a 


Ce : 
Ce h 


A 


RED AND BLUE 


Everywhere at once? 
Spider-Man's reflexes operate up to 
40 times faster than those of a 

normal person, and he uses them to 
dazzle much ste 
the Rhino (see 
the Hulk, Spider-Man kicks into 


ar, ricocheting off the walls, 


foes. Faced with 


66-67) oF even 


"2, HARUMPHEAS 1 
WAS SAYING... I 


ceiling, and ground to barrage his 


opponent with blow after blow, ‘The 


victim, dazed by the wall-crawler’s 


speed, is left punching thin air ACHIEVE A STATE OF 
PERFECT EQU/L/- 
BRIM Fi 
PRACTICALLY ANY 
POSITION IMAGIN- 


ai erases" Sore 


Ray 


WEB-SLINGING 


VERY SPIDER needs a web, and 
Spider-Man is no exception. Shortly 
after he gained his amazing powers, 


TWO TAPS 
Peter designed his web-shooters so 
that he wouldn’ accidentally 
them every time he made a fi 
in the palm of his hand, 

ke 


Peter Parker set out to create a web of his 


own. Peter used his high school’s science 
laboratory after hours and, having 
studied multipolymer compounds 


THE SPINNERET 
The web fluid is MECHANISM 


wali in he 


almo 


trigger works ji 
mouse. He must tap 


ts natural state 


release hi 


; for a few years, he produced an te 
Spidey’ web-shooters y 


elec in cae adhesive fluid capable of 
Puid cartridge ean ee er’s silk 
id arti imitating a spider’ silk 

webbing, To complete the 
mechanism, Peter then designed and built a pair 
of web-shooters that snapped on his wrists. 


the sald THE Wet-SHOOTER 
fluid into thin 
strands 


DIFFERENT STROKES 


Peter has improved upon his initial design. He now switches 


between different forms of webbing by the way he taps his 


trigger. With a short second tap he releases a thin cablelike 


locked in, 
spares 


strand that is perfect for web-swing 


g. A longer second quarte 


tap ine 


es the strand’s thickness for additional support. 


If Spidey prolongs the pr er, web fluid 
squirts out in the form of an adhesive liquid that can paste 
a foe against a wall. A series of brisk taps discharges many 


thin strands that form a fi 


re on the trig 


spray of webbing, perfect for 


blinding an opponent 


Spare web-fluid 
Belt up __ cartridge 
Peter Parker has also designed 
a special utility belt co carry 
his spare c 


Subcontracting 
the shooters 

Though Peter Parker built 

the original pair of web- 


shooters, he now splits up 


«ridges of web 
fluid. The buckle of the belt 
contains a spider signal that 
can be projected onto his 
opponents. Sometimes Peter 
equips the buckle with a 
miniature camera, 


CaRreipce Bett 


his designs for the various 
parts and sends them co a 
number of different machine 
shops in the New York area, 
To maintain a degree of 


secrecy, Peter later assembles 
The belt can carry 30 


«of webfluid. 


all of the pieces himself. 


Miles of webbing [Ano Now ,1'LL MAKE 

Spider-Man's web- A PAIR OF WINGS OUT 
: rn ONCE UPON A WEB OF MY WEB FLUID, ANC 
SkASu“Sive BowN ANO 


PULVERIZE 
you! 


The pressure 


cartridges is enough to propel a single 
strand of webbi 


up to 50 yards, but 
thicker strands and more complex 
web patterns cantt reach nearly as far 


Each of his web-shooters has 10 


and cach cartrid 
nately 1,000 yards 


le-strand webbing, 


contains ap 


of sin 


Mar 


Holding it together 
Experience has taug 
Spider-Man that la 
objects like a web- 


trampoline or web-wings 
tend to lose structural 
integrity if they extend 
beyond a diameter of 

20 feet. He has also learned 
that the thicker the webbing, 
the faster it evaporate 


Flame resistant 
Spidey’s normal webbii 
temperatures of 1,000°F 
caught on fire. If the wall-crawler is preparing to fight 


an easily withstand 


melts, but it has never 


someone like the 


pan Torch, he can pack a 
webbing that resists remperatures of up to 
10,000°E. This type can only be released in 
strands that are as thick as a clothesline. Its 


special cartridge can only hold 10 yard: Fun with webs 


of the webbing at a time The natural strength of Spider-Man’ 
_ webbing and its ability 10 harden 


quickly means it « formed into a 


variety of simple shapes and object 
He can easily make web: balls, bats, 
and and Spider-Man has also 
been known to create more complex 
articles such as rafts, hang gliders, and 


: ‘ 3 a is, Spider-Man can even show hi 
V4 LIS” (\ a bie He molding simple 


<<— y culptures with his webbing 


ONE-WAY LENSES 
Spidey can see out 
through his white 


COSTUMES 


E 


is a definite must for a budding 


CLOTHES make the man, a distinctive costume 


oung Super Hero. 
OF course, Peter Parker didn't intend to be a crime 
fighter when he first gained his amazing powers—he 
8 8 e Spider-Man's bouts anal 
gloves consist of a thin 
layer of material so that 
they co not inhibi bis 


wanted to go into show business, and he needed an 
exciting look to match his stage act. Peter learned that 


Midtown High's dance 
old bodysuits. 


ass was throwing out some 


nto the school after 


lipping 
dark, he found one that fit him, 


o 
Peter Parker designed his 
costume so that it would é: 
fit beneath hisclothes 00K it to the art room, and 
spent a few hours silk- 
screening a web pattern on the shirt. He 


also made a skintight pair of gloves and 


boots, and with some one-way mirrors he 
found in the drama clas 


old prop box, 
His first spider- 


he now had a m: 
Spider-Man's 
bodysuit is 
composed of 
a synthetic 
stretch fabric 


costume was finally ready. 


Keeping Up APPEARANCES 


Having the perfect costume is one thing; keeping it is 


another matter. Peter Parker and his trusty sewing needle 


ps and 


have spent many hours repairing the numerous 
UNDERARM WEBS 


tears his costume has received in battle, Aunt May (see pages 
i Running from his elbows to 


12-13) also contributed to Pete's costume woes. She once bis waist, Spidey 


underarm webbing is made 
of flesible nylon netting 


found his costume behind the book 
{ hidden it. Though Pe 


where he 


claimed it was for a practical joke on his 
friends, she refused to return it. He was 
forced to buy a Spider-Man suit from 


a local costume shop. The im 


ation 
was so cheap that it began to 


shrink and came apart dur 


of his many conflicts! Spider-bele 
contains essential 
items, including 


a spider-siga. 


STICKING WITH A CLASSIC 
Spider-Man's 
during the cours 
The symbol on bs 
sevenal times over the yeas, 
and the webbing beneath his 


costume has evolved 


Disadvantages 
Beneath his costume’s shirt, Spider-Man wears a 


pce sata teers bele that contains his spider-signal, a miniature 


has been modified. re wall- 
crawler has gained additional 
powers or needed special defenses. 
And yet, Peter Parker always seems 


camera, and spare web cartridges, He keeps 
meaning to add a change purse, but has never 
gotten a The major disadvantage of a 
skintight costume is that there's no room for 


round t 


Peter's street clothes, He either webs them into a 
ball attached to his back or he leaves them behind 


10 return to a costume that 
resembles his original design. 


THE ALIEN COSTUME 


Peter ev 


bting on a far-off planet called 
108-109, 


of advan 


Bartleworld sce pa black eo 


This costume had 


aver his old one, It 


respond 
and would sli 


whenever he wanted to @ 


out web-swi 


% one unt 


entered 


Over the years, the spider on 
the web-head's costume h 


assumed many different looks. esraiante 


That’ because Peter often 
changes the symbol when he 
tas to replace his costume shin. 


‘The Amazing Bag-Man 
Stranded without clothes after discovering that his 
black costume was actually an alien symbiote, Peter 
was at the mercy of the Human Torch... who just 
couldn't resist a joke at Spidey’s expense 


ARI 
Ww 
Spic 


ext 


eel 


VARIOUS LOOKS 
From time ta time, Peter 
has heen fo 
certain adjust 
his costume, He once 


pseudo-me 


vreated in thi 


Empire State University 


donned a steel-plated 
version (shown 
right) to battle a 


heavily armed team 
of villains known as 
New Enf 
0 designed 


cial inst 


costume for use 
against Electro 


Torn between two costumes 


that wanted to form a permanent 
attachment to him, He turned it 


tho 


“pockets” instant 


entually learned that his new 
pstume was an alien symbiore 


the Fantastic Four and went 
» his old look. The Black Cat 
92-93), however 

hie the black costume was 
exier, She made a cloth 
version of it as a gift for 
Spidey. He used both 
costumes for many months 
and didn't get rid of his black 
il Venom (see pages 120-121) 
his life, 


id 


‘The Spider or the man? 
Ac one point, Peter was so 
frustrated by the 
distrusted him that he decided to 
quit being Spider-Man. He 
developed a formula that would 


y the public 


remove his powers, and even 
though ic hadn't been tested 

he drank the liquid. When he 
eventually came around, Peter 
discovered that he had grown four 
extra arms! In desperation, Peter 
turned to his friend Dr. Curt 
Connors (see pages 48-49) for help. 


MLESS 
ith Connors help, 
der-Man was able to 


2 himself and lose bis 


The Reilly factor 
Peter Parker retired from costumed 
crime fighting for a brief time. He 
turned over his duties as Spider-Man 
to a friend named Ben Reilly. Reilly 


designed his own version of Pete's 
classic costume, with a much larger 
spider on his chest and a different 
design on his pants. Plus he 


redesigned Peter's web-shoorers and 


wrist device. 


“== ==2 SPIDER-MAN’ PARTNERS 


ER-MAN IS a friendly neighborhood Super Hero. 
{ in the Marvel Universe, a world that is 
brimming with superhuman criminals and costumed 
crime fighters. On any given day, he can run into another 
masked vigilante, a mythological immortal, or a 
superpowered mutant. Though a loner by nature, Spidey 
has teamed up with many different superpowered heroes 


during the course of his long career. He considers a few 
pis Depy pacor of them to be friends, while some are merely 
wes, SpiderMan ried acquaintances that fate occasionally throws his way. 
tujein the Fantastic Fw His gelationships with others are more volatile and 


shift constantly—they can meet as either allies or 


antagonists, depending on the circumstances. 


AMAZING ALLIES 


Among Spidey’s partners is Dared. 


acute senses 


superathlete whose superhum 
compensate for the fact that he is completely blind. 
The web-head has also come across the Fi 


tastic 
Four, the incredible Hulk, Captain America, the 
X-Men, and Howard the Duck! And, in the course 
of these very pages, you'll come across many other 
allies, including the Prowler, the Punisher, Rocket 
Racer, Will O° The Wisp, the Black Cat, Silver 
Sable, and the Scarlet Spider. 


Wolverine has Dr. Stange and 

SPIDER-MAN claws made from have often united as 
AND: adamantium. menaces on both the 

Woivenist ipernatndl and 


physical plane 


‘The uncanny X-Men 

People born with superhuman abilities 
such as the power to read minds or 
generate vast quantities of ice, are called 
mutants, A mutant himself, Professor 
Charles Xavier formed a school to teach 
these young, outcasts from society how 
to use their special abilities to serve and 
protect the world, He called this team 
of mutants the X-Men, and they 
included Cyclops, the Angel, Beast, 
Phoenix, Rogue, and Wolverine. 
Shunned and feared by normal humans, 
the X-Men share a lor in common with 
the wall-cravler. 


The incredible Hulk 


Bruce Banner shares many traits 


[SPURRED ON BY HIS BURN- 
IING HATRED FOR THE HUMAN 
IRACE, THE RACE THAT HAS 
IHOUNCED AND TORMENTED, 
HIM, THE RAMPAGING GREEN 


Captain 
Americats shield. 
with Peter Parker, but the Hulk 


couldn't be more different from 
Spider-Man, The Hulk 
is a rampal 


¢, force of 
nature who thinks 
finesse is for sissies, 


He is easily irritated 


by Spidey’s wisecracks, 


and has often cried 


to squash the 
EVEN HERE== 
DEEP IN AY 
abug. |dnooen caves, 
YOU ATTACK 
MES BUT WO 
one 


wall-crawler like 


yE CAN 
CAPTURE THE 
| US 


Dracula 
Stra 
call for even stranger 

bedfellows, and Spidey 
has even found himself 


tuations 


working alongside Dracula 


the legendary lord of vampires 


Here's Howard 

On quite a few occasions 
Spider-Man has run into 
Howard the Duck, an 
abrasive and manipulative 
ittle creature Gia oss 
from an alternate dimension 
where ducks rule 


however, become a 


member a few 


SPIDER-MA 
1D DRACULA 
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PAPER TIGER 
When the Bugle came up for sale 
Jonah scraped the money together to 
purchase the then-srugeling paper 


Jonah's lament 


Jameson's first wife was 


[SPOER-MAN RePresenTseverv| ESN aime, Vaan Som eaean, 


fo Stcatine Scrocer rem oe Fano DE eb Bwace 
THING THAT IM AOT/ HE'S BRAVE, | [son Z accuse Srioem sn wom Show Oe wacom Bor Me 
Ni Fa yes vai |SELP OF SABOTAGING THE CAPSULE CAUSED AN IMPORTANT MISSILE 
SERS aPSliomnce Unit eerie sal‘ano sev cu semct 
BWOULG PALL OPE | meogeam Back BY many 
CES RESEAP” SOUS wa 
Si menace To mweeies 


DAILY BUGLE 


N LETTERS 30 feet high, the 
Daily Bugle proudly displays its 
name with a lack of subtlety that 


killed by a masked POWERFUL ANO UNSELFISH! THE 
— [TRUTH IS, Z ENVY HIM! T, J. 
gunman. Now he JONAH JAMESON--MILLIONAIRE, 
distrusts anyone who [MAN OF THE WORLD, CIVIC 
\LEADER--T'D GIVE EVERYTHING 
TOWN TO BE THE MAN THAT. 


wears a mask, espe 
Spider-Man. But thoug! 
he publicly denounces BUTICAN 


neson NEVER 
CLIMB TO 


A lifelong career 
Jonah started working for the Daily 


can only be matched by the passion the wall-crawler, 
y 'Y has come to reali 


aaa ae that i 

of its editorial page and the Bugle as a part-time copy boy while his own motives arent SOM TAT 

flamboyance of its publisher, he was zal in high ae story he \\\. pure as he claims. REMAIS FoR 

3 «ies. wrote about a soup kitchen riot = 
J. Jonah Jameson. The paper itself is eee ee TRY TOTEAR 
. : : 5 IM DOWN=~ 
a picture-dominated tabloid that ce Bas aetrgore He ; BECAUSE, | Stealing the spotlight 

The Daily Bugle ix 8 0€S for the jugular. Its photos are TN fr oe Jonah regulary HELP ME--| When Spider-Man first started crime fighting, Jameson believed hat he 
housed in an office often graphic and shocking, and its ° eae I'M was only trying to publicize his act as a TV entertainer, Jameson became 


10 vent bis 
dislike of 
Spider-Man. 


building which oa 
| formerly called the 
Gondnan Building. powerful. First published in 1897, 
this New York newspaper continues 
to produce several different editions each and every 
day. The offices of the Daily Bugle are currently 
located on the corner of 39th Street and 2nd Avenue 
in Manhattan, The building is 46 stories tall, and 
three of the floors are devoted to the editorial staff of Noone kunws what 
the Daily Bugle. Two sub-basement levels house the mp fin initial andl 
paper's huge printing presses, and the rest of the ‘may be “John” or “Jack. 
building is rented to various other businesses. 


* : even more outraged when Spider-Man “interfered” with a NASA mission 
stories tend to be sensational and ¢ 


that was being flown by the publisher's own son (see page 69). 
saved Jonah’s son, but Jonah still denounced the act as a stunt. 


ONLY A FREELANCER 
Peter Parker spend 
time at the Daily Bugle’ 
offices that Jameson often 
threatens to charge him 
rent! Peter gets a special 

pleasure out of eli 
pictures tthe Daily Bug] 
andl knowing that J. Jo 
Jameson is actually pay 
Spider-Man 


ach 


to much 


J. JONAH JAMESON 


He may 
self-centered old skinflint on the 


appear to be a grouchy, 


ide, but peel away his protective 

cts and you will discover that the 

I J. Jonah Jameson is even worse! 
He can be as petty as he is selfish, 

| and as vindictive as he is self- 
righteous. The man n 
hearing his own voice, and he'll 

| pladl 
thinks you ought to have. Thanks to 
Jonas nose for news, the Daily Bugle 
has become one of the city’s 


ver tires of 


you the opinions he 


nost 


. Aside from 


profitable newspape 
providing New Yorkers with juicy 
scandals and tantalizing gossip, 
Jameson has also used his newspaper 
to crusade for the civil rights of 
various minority groups, to champion 
the interests of working people, and 
to lash out against organized crime. 
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(AY, OKAY! YOU CAN HAVEY AND REMEMBER, 
YOUR LITTLE SECRET! |T | MR. JAMESON, 1 CON'T 
COESN'T MATTER HOW WANT MY NAME USED!| 
You GOT THEME THE PoIT \ You CAN MERELY GIVE 
15, THESE Pictures WiLL JP CREDIT TO A NOW 
MAKE THE NEXT ISSUE OF “~\MAGAZINE STAFF 
NOW A SELL-OUT! T'LL ISSUE) PHOTOGRAPHER! 
CHECK TO 


Peter Parker, freelance photographer 
J. Jonah Jameson didn't hesitate to buy photos 
from the teenage Peter Parker, especially since 
Parker seemed to have a special talent for 
catching Spider-Man in action, Peters first 
pictures appeared in Now Magazine, one of 
mesons other publications, but Jonah soon 
n to feature his work in the Daily Bugle 
consistent success in getting 
photos of Spider-Man, Jonah has never found 


out the young man's secret 


Ever since his wife 
died at the hands 
ofa masked 
gunman, Jameson 
has hated all 
criminal 


Lance Bannon 

A professional photographer who 
was very serious about his craft, 
Lance often competed with Peter 
ignments. Though 
aphers began as 
rivals, they eventually became 


for freelance 


the two photo; 


friends. However, life was 
tragically cut short when he 
was murdered while 


covering a story. 


HELLO, PETER! 
T.-M GLAD TO 


TD LiKe You 
70 MEET A FRIENC 
(OF MINE” 

HEARTBREAK AHEAD 

Betty Brant was one of Peter first 
giifiiends. A few years older than Peter, she 
‘worked at the Daily Bugle as Jameson’ 
secretary, However, a rival for her affections 
appeared when Ned Leeds arrived on the 
rene, Betty began to date Ned, hoping 10 
‘make Peer jealous, but Petes duties as 
Spider-Man kept him from pursuing Betty 
sand she ended up marrying Ned. 


Joe “Robbie” Robertson 

Born in Harlem, Joe Robertson is a 
graduate of the Columbia School of 
Journalism. Jameson hired 


Robertson as the city editor on the 
Daily Bugle. In conteast to his boss, 

Joe is.a soft-spoken man who is E 
usually the voice of compassion and 


Jor “Ronbie 


reason—he often functions as ppticeaae 


Jameson's conscience. 


Joe always tries 
objective about 
Spider-Man, 
and he goes out 
of bic way to 
help Parker: 


SPIDER-MAN IN THE 60S 


PIDER-MAN was created by writer/editor Stan Lee and artist 
co-plotter Steve Ditko. According to comic book legend, Stan 
sed his ideas with artist/creator Jack “King” Kirby 


first discu 
Jack, who had already co-created the Fantastic Four with Stan, 


designed a character and may have even drawn the first few pages of 


a story. But Stan thought Jack's version looked too heroic and 
handsome, and so he turned to Steve Ditko. This collaboration 
between Stan and Steve produced the version of Peter Parker and 
Spider-Man that we all know and love today 

Over the course of 38 issues and two giant-sized annuals, Stan and 
Steve established the tone and laid the foundation for our friendly 


neighborhood web-slinger. They 


created enduring characters like 
AMAZING eee 
© FANTASY « Flash Thompson, Doctor fh 

Octopus, Mysterio, and the ) SPIDEY ¢GREEN GOBLIN. w@Een” 
Green Goblin, Aside from = 


drawing the stories, Steve’s hand 


Amazing Spider-Man 


Norman Osburn is 
Cover art by John Re 


9 (August 1966) 
id ta be the Green Goblin 


can be scen in the intricate plots 


the film noir settings, and the 
intriguing villains that popped 
into the series. The characterization and dialogue, however, are pure Stan, 
who has bi 
Aunt May, and even J. Jonah Jameson. 


‘n said to share certain personality traits with Peter Parker, 


After Ditko left the series, the art and co-plotting were turned over to 
another legendary illustrator. John Romita is one of the most respected 
draftsmen and storytellers in the comic-book industry. His artwork 
brought a new elegance to the series, and his plots were more 
straightforward. With his help, characters such as Mary Jane Watson, 


the Kingpin, and the Prowler were introduced. 


‘Amazing Spider-Man 

Amazing Spider-Man #14 (July 1964) 

#1 (March 1963) Green Goblin 

Firs appearince of I) jpysoratrraerr te first appears 
aes 


Amazing Spider-Man 
#28 (Sept, 1965) 
Peter leaves high school 


‘a THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 
| IN THIS MONTH'S SPOTLIGHT! 


THE CHAMELEON 


| 
if HE CHAMELEON has worn thousands of 
\ different faces and assumed countless false 


identities. He speaks dozens of languages, each 


ion and subtlety of tive. 
f disguise, a brilliant actor, and a 


ifelike masks. Thanks to years 


{| with the pronu 
He is 


genius at cre: 


aster 


of practice and his own innate talents, the 
Chameleon can mimic any individual after only 
a brief observation. He can alter the pitch of his 
nce of his words, and 


nice, change the c 


me the stance and mannerisms of any 
als are so faithful that the Chameleon 
1s and family of his target. A former 

n industrial 


person he chooses. His portr 


routinely fools even close frie 


international superspy, the Chameleon now specialize 


espionage and various tivities 


a 
ieee er cena se) 
BP Recerca more | 


Born Without NAME 


The son of an exiled B 


and a young 


servant girl, Dmitri Smerdyakov was never loved as 


a child. H 


father hared the sight of him, and his 


ent. Only 


n. Obsessed with 


Dmitri often put on litle shows for 
parts. Dmitri also 5 SNR | 
tes and SS 


began bors, 


copy 
skill, He le se makeup to modify his 


1 to create realistic 


Jonah in chains 
After years of specializing in espionage, the 
Chameleon decided that it was time to turn 
oward more profitable endeavors, Attempting to 
displace the Kingpin (se “0-71), he formed 
an alliance with Hammerhead (see pag 
they launched a street war against Wilson F 
kidnapped and b 


34-39). 


The Chameleon 


impersonate J. Jonah Jameson (see p 
He planned (o use the power of the Daily Bugle 


“We 


to publicize Fisk's misdeeds and to force the 
inst him, Buc when 
Peter's spider-sense began ro tingle whenever 
ah was near, Parker suspected treachery 
-Man exposed the Chameleon and 


ued the vitriolic publisher 


The Chameleon To the highest bidder THAT NIGHT AT THE CHAMELEON'S | 


as many safe The Chameleon now works a: HIDEOUT. .. 
fms located ix induseril spy, stealing and selling Tie IRON CURTAA A TUR ENTE 
bariows Weation’ | commercial secrets to the highest COUNTRIES WILL PAY 4 CITY 15 WON-| |r can see THAT 
§ Md. \yidder. When Spider-Man and the [A FORTUNE FOR 3) DERING Way | |SPIDER-MAN IS 
Chameleon first met, the former spy SHESE PLANS! gym SACmnAeey 
had just stolen secret plans and was iM cA TY: renee | 


planning to offer them to Communist (NEWS BULLETIN... 3 TODAY! "NO 
countries for an immense profit. 

Recognizing that Spider-Man was 
desperate for money and would do 
anything, the Chameleon realized that 
the wall-crawler would make a perfect 
fall guy for the villain’ crimes. 
Sending a message that only Spidey's 
special senses would detect, the 
Chameleon lured the unsuspecting 
Spidey into his trap. 


SECURITY whut 
BEN DANGER’ 


SELF-LOATHING 
Raised to hate the sight of his own face, the Chameleon 
rarely removes his base mask, preferring to keep it on, 


even in the company of bis own half-brother! 


RETR & was AewesreD x2 First defeat RATE IM was Tee x pan79 90, uy) STRAINED 

Air aut beponreD, ea NES LD ey ; : 

ep AEaice acl After luring Spider-Man into his The oop bate Raa le were RELATION 
rand Relations between 


p, the Chameleon disguised ‘SralneR Gu EAR! 
himself as the web-spinner and 
tried to frame him for theft. 


But the wall-crawler managed to 


Dmitri and his half 
brother Ind never been 
good. Sergei had been 


angry about his fi 
clear his name by capturing and pecan oie 
servant, which resulted 
in the birth of Dmitri. 
Nevertheless, the 


ES exposing the Chameleon. 
onicenous Desperate for revenge, Dmitri 
racecen-ano called on the services of his half 
ou See A brother Sergei. Now known as 
Enouen re Kraven the Hunter (see pages 
ee 56-57), Sergei joined 's wa 
Sus Por any (6-57), Sergei joined Dmitr’s war 
BENEFIT! against Spider-Man. 


criminals decided to 
form a team against 
Spider-Man. 


Just between brothers 
Though he secretly believed that 
Sergei was selfish and egotistical, 


The Chameleon tells 
his half-brother about 


his plans to defeat 


the Chameleon had always Spider-Man. 


wanted to be accepted and 
respected by his half-brother. 
Kraven may have possessed 
greater strength and 
prowess, bur the 
Chameleon was 
constantly trying to 
prove that he was the 
deadlier brother. He 
and Sergei often 
competed for the 
honor of killing 
Spider-Man, and 

the Chameleon 

was obsessed 

with winning 


this contest 


THE VULTURE 


IKE HIS namesake, the Vulture is a 
pitiless predator. This villain, whose 


real name is Adrian Toomes, preys 


upon the rich, the powerful, and the 

unwary. Using an clectromagnetic 
harness of his own invention to 
fly, he strikes on swift and 


silent wings. He is a ferocious 


fighter who attacks without 


mercy, hunting to feed a 


ravenous appetite for wealth, 
BLackié Draco 

Blackie Drago was a career 

criminal who once shared a prison 


yk oe ail cell with Adrian Toomes. 
ide from the 


power, and revenge. 


BETRAYAL AND REVENGE 


Adrian Toomes is an engineer and inventor 
Pretending to befriend ‘Toomes, 


Drago secretly betrayed him, just 
at the time ‘Toomes' former partner had 
eo fee th once done. Drago arranged an 
atest accident in the prison machine 
which Toomes suffered 


good friends 


who started an electronics firm with his best 
friend, Gregory Bestman, With Bestman 


handling the administrative side of the business 


Toomes concentrated solely on his inventions, 


He dreamed of building an clectromagnetically powered 


shop 


body harness that could enable an individual to fly 
Bur Bestman was secretly plotting against ‘Tomes and Monch la 
Pome May P. severe injuries. Afraid that he would 
tealing his share of the profits. Soon, Bestman gained feo nicseil : he 
Recher prised t die before he could get his revenge 
Ketan iia salen ane . on Spider-Man, Toomes told Drago 


hurt May. He only wai 


ness for accidental 


total control of the company and fired the inventor 
where he had hidden his Vulture 


costume and flying harness, 
Drago escaped from prison, 
found the outfit and 
harness, and became the 
new Vulture. But he 
int as skilled as the 
and was soon 
defeated by Spider- 
Man. Meanwhi 
‘Tomes managed to 
recover from his 
wounds. Challenging 
Drago to battle, 
Toomes proved that 


Yet Toomes continued to work on the harness, Once the 


device was complete he took his revenge by using it to 
terrorize his old partner and to steal from his former 

company. Toomes was intoxicated with the sense of power 
and freedom, and he decided to pursue a criminal career, 


alling himself the Vulture, As he gained confidence in his 


y to fly, his crimes grew more daring, and he often 


issued challenges to the police to try to capture him. 


NOT NOTICING THE POWERFUL FIGURE ON THE ROOF TOP, THE 
VULTURE SWEEPS PAST. 
THEVLL MEVER FIGURE . 
QUT HOW I'M GOING TO First blood 
STEAL THOGE DIAMONDS! PiscedRicicalscoat ie cashes 


apher after real 
A man reborn! 


At one point Toomes was convinced that he w 


freelance phote 
J. Jonah J 


on would pay big money 
hoto of the Vulture 


for an exclusi 

Peter borrowed Aunt May's camera and ais clipe lps dying from cancer, In an attempt to save his own life 

started prowling the rooftops as Spider y Ahead he stole a device called the Juvenator, which was designed he was the true 

Man, Spidey managed co snap a few to transfer the life energy from one source to another Vulture. 

pictures of the Vulture, but was defeated Choosirig Spider-Man as his first victim, the Vulture drained y 

in their first battle. So Peter Parker used the wall-crawler’s vitality, charging himself with Spider-Man's 

his scientific background to make a device energy. Luckily, the effects were only temporary. Spider-Man DOUBLE TROUBLE 
regained his strength and defeated Toomes. Even so, the As ifone Vulture weren’ 


enough, Spider-Man was forced 


that took away the Vulture’s ability to fly. 
‘to battle two of them! 


Outraged by this public humiliation, the 


Vulture 


ppears to be stronger than before and his cancer has 


Vulture swore vengeance on Spider-Man 


DOCTOR OCTOPUS LS 


S A young boy, Otto Octavius was a shy and sensitive 
Nicci \ hardworking student, he didn't seem the 
type to grow up to become one of the world’s most 
dangerous men, Otto's mother, Mary Lavinia Octavius, had 

high hopes for her son and didn’t want Otto to 
become a manual laborer like his father. To please 
her, Otto decided to become a scientist, 
specializing in the field of nuclear research. His 
mother was thrilled when Otto graduated from 


college, since it meant that he would never have 
to dirty his hands like a common workingman 


Each pincer can grip 


Otto Octavius threw himself into his career, often 


working 24 hours a day. He eventually became one 


tion’s leading scientists. 


ARMS AND THE MAN 


As his fame grew, Otto became arrogant 


condescending, and self-absorbed, He 


invented a special mechanical harness chat 


allowed him to perform dangerous 


experiments at a distance and also 


discouraged his coworkers from getting too 


close. However, during a freak laboratory 


accident, Otto Octavius was somehow 
physically and mentally bonded with his 
mechanical arms—he had been turned into 
Doctor Octopus. Since then, he has fought 
Super Heroes such as Daredevil and the 
Fantastic Four, But Doctor Octopus is 
particularly obsessed with destroying Spider: 
Man and believes that he will never know 


peace until he kills the web-slinger. 


Oh, mama! 
Thro 
his childhood, 


Onc w 
sheltered and 

pampered by his 
mother, However, his 
father, Torbert Octavius, 
was frustrated by the 

boy’s inability to stand 
up for himselE 


to distraction [THEN SUODENLY, AT JUST A SUGGESTION OF A 

; i TOPUS, HIS ARTIFICIAL ARMS 
in argument with her son, Mary THEY HAVE A WILL OF THEIR 
“Own, 


Lavinia Octavius died of a hearr attack _ 
J with guilt and stumbled 


Onto was ¢ 


through th ifin a daze, 


racted state that he caused 
at the Atomic Research Center 
ed. Caugl 


y was exposed to radiat 


which transformed him into Doctor Occopus 


Ouo could 
Hn 


ice his own nuclear a 


his hane 
May co marry him. 


The female Ock 


rolyn Trainer is a brilliant 


tist who specializes in 


Bar Ir wine 
Wael Caan ose 


Kid Ock 


Ollie Osnick also admired 


Doe Ock. He built his own 


set of mechanical arms and 
my up with his 
inst Spider-Man 


he was nearly 


to imitate 


an instead. 


NSTILC,Z WONDER WHAT = WOULE HAVE PONE | 
IE I HAD KNOWN THAT THEY WERE GOING To 
TEST AN EXPERIMENTAL NUCLEAR DEVICE THAT 
MORNING-~ 


Tf I WAD KNOWN THAT MY BOPY WOULD BE 
| BOMBARDED BY THE SEARING Rave OF Some 
CRAZY MUTANT RADIATION... 
Not such sweet dreams 
Unwittingly caught by the force 
of a nuclear test blast at the 
military base, Marko was exposed 
@ high levels of radiation, After 
the explosion, he discovered that 
the molecules in his body had 
omehow become inextricably 


bonded with the radioactive 
sand. Baker discovered that his 
body had taken on the 
properties of sand—he had 


become the Sandmant 


“IT DION'T TAKE ME LONG To 
REALIZE THE TRUTH ~~ THA’ 

THE MOLECULES OF MY gooy 
HAD FUSED WITH THE RADIO- 
ACTIVE SANDS 


“I HAP BECOME 
1A LIVING, 
SANOMAN!” 


A Sandman of many talents 
Thinking that Baker was just an ordinary 


7 pure cai war vou, pac?) [Tumi Tm MIDOMT nO? 

cara y 7 Okay, Lene ee Mou ao 

Ant oki Sea thar war ie wows 
Ge. ‘te Ta 


THE SANDMAN nies 


OSSESSING THE ability to convert all or 
part of his body into sand, the Sandman can 


mold himself into any continuous shape he 


ss Supwe, criminal, Spider-Man was greatly surprised by 


the stunts the Sandman could pull when the 


two firse met. Slipping easily: ur of Spidey’s 


sp, he turned his 
the wall-crawler’s punch and was able to pin 
Spider-Man to the floor under a correr 
sand, But Spidey had the last laugh. He 
tricked the Sandman into dispersin; 


desires. He can slither across the ground like a 


and then sucked up the grains ¢ 


huge sand-snake or take on the form of an army 
industrial vacuum cleaner. 


tank, The Sandman’s mental control over his 
body is so precise that he can even assume 


WEL, = AT IY 


multiple configurations at the same time. His fists z 
fe Nee 


can become hammers while his head transforms 
itself into a rock-hard battering ram. He can 
disguise himself as a simple mound of sand or 
slip beneath a door frame as a 

moving sand stream. He can also 


fire his sand particles at high speed 


so that they strike like a shower of ; ’ Va 
: dick Zee SS ] Ti 
hailstones. The Sandman is Zo . 


Here's mud in your eye 
During a battle with Hydro-Man (se 
jpuge 106), the Sandman somehow MIND OVER SAND 


actually a career criminal whose | 


real name is William Baker. 
| became merged with his watery 


Flint MARKO \J ( 


Baker learned to steal almost before he could 


counterpart to form a giant mudlike 
monster. Spider-Man defeated this mud 
monster, and the two criminals were thought 
to be dead, until the mud separated months 
walk, He cheated his way through school, later, The Sandman was so traumatized by the 
and things didn't come together for him until he eaperionicr ther he gaveup hislifeot crime 


reached high school and discovered football. He 
played with brutal intensity and excelled at the 
sport. However, when Baker started taking money 


from local gamblers to throw important games his 


coach realized that he was cheating, and Baker was 


thrown off the ream and expelled from school. He 
found steady work with a local mobster, but since 
he didn't want his mother to learn about his 


criminal activities, he called himself Flint Marko. Fond farewell? 


Afier turning his back on 
crime, the Sandman took a 
job with Silver Sable (see page 
110) and worked alor 
Spider-Man as a team! 
Then, when the Sandman was 
QD pois 

(see pag 
Spider-Man for what happened 
and turned on the wall-crawler 
But as the Sandman’s body fell 
apart, he repented and gave 

Spider-Man a final 

message to deliver 


Marko was eventually arrested and imprisoned, 
but he somehow managed to escape. Hunted by 


the police, he headed south, where he discovered 


ascemingly deserted military testing site and 


figured he could hide there. However, Marko. d by a bite from Venom 


didn't realize that the site had been deliberately 


he blamed 
abandoned so that the military could testa 


new nuclear weapon, 


As the first Super Her 
Spider-Man has a spec 


to his mother 


THE LIZARD 


OCTOR CONNORS was a 
peaceful man who loved his family 


He lost his arm while serving as an 


An antidote! {AND -T4EN, BEFORE TE STARTLED EYES OF SPIDER-MAN... IN THE 


o 
RICIENT, CRUMBLING, KALE-HIDOGN FORTRESS, A FANTASTIC ] 
(CHANGE TAKES PLACE. 


Employing his scientific 
expertise, Peter Parker was 


able to find an antidote for 


Connors’ serum. But the 
cure proved to be 
temporary, and Doctor 

Connors eventually reverted 


army surgeon during a war, and, asa 


back to the green, scaly 


Super Villain. It required 
result, he gave up surgery and started to 


af the antidote 
study reptiles. Realizing that some reptiles 


can grow a replacement if they lose a leg 


or any other appendage, Connors was Bieatinvanrions 
determined to learn their secret and apply The doctor's missing arm 
it to humans. After years of painstaking grew back within minutes 

‘ ' of his d 
Connors thought that he had revolutionized m 
medicine. But then reptilian green seales started to spread, 


ig, the serum, and, for a brief time, Doctor 
research, Connors believed that he had : eee 


finally isolated the chemical mechanism 


that gives reptiles the power to regenerate missing limbs. Ignoring vet his body, and he sprouted a lizarlike tail. Like a latter 


QUICK ON HIS FEET | 
i day Jekyll and Hyde, Dr. Curtis Connors became the Lizard 
his wife's desperate pleas, Connors used himself as a guinea pig and 


The Lieard’s quick reflexes make him 


drank his experimental serum. 


An army of reptiles 


MAN INTO MONSTER 


Vhis ill-conceived step turned the mild-mannered 


The Lizard can tele 


within a one mile radius, Alligators, lizards, and 
snakes heed his call and obey his simple 


commands, On many occasions, he has 
\ NN ordered these creatures to stand guard for 


doctor into the bloodthirsty villain of the Florid: 
Everglades—the Lizard, Even in his reptilian guise 
Connors walks like a man, but he is now a 
ruthless beast who possesses incredible strength 
and inhuman powers. As the Lizard, he has only 


one desire—to cleanse the world of mammals. 


Every warm-blooded animal, including, humans, Sa 
must be destroyed so that reptiles can resume their 


I HAVE ONLY OME PURPOSE 
Shy ove DESuce) 


place as the planee’s rulers. 


The Lisard ua feet 


My friend, my enemy 
Over the years, Spider-Man has come to rely 


iN CHILD ‘on Doctor Connors for scientific help. The 
rien wo have become friends, even though 
extreme stress can cause Connors to 
Wall-crawler transform back into the Lizard. But Spider 
The Lizard’s hands and feet are covered Man’ efforts are not appreciated by th 
with scores of tiny claws that create Lizard. He hates the web-swit 
Billy adhesive pads, like those of a gecko, 


constantly returning him co hui 
They enable him to scale sheer surfaces and for frustrating his war 


ELECTRO 


Max Dillon, aka Electro, is the 
master of electricity. His body is a 
living generator that instinctively 
knows when to recharge itself. It 
can produce almost 1,000 


enae volts of electricity per minute, 
rack hi 


1 into Electro 


lt of lightning 


up toa maximum capacity of 
100,000 volts. Once Electro 
reaches his limit, he stops generating energy until 

he needs more, But though he wears a flashy 
costume and wields a power that should make him 


virtually invincible, Electro has always had a bit of an 
inferiority complex. 


Max DILLON 


Max's family was constantly on the 
move because his father had 
trouble keeping a steady job. 
Jonathan Dillon was an accountant 
who was cursed with an explosive 
temper, He blamed his wife and 
child for his own failings, and he 
deserted them before Max was nine 
years old. Once her husband 
moved out, Anita Dillon focused 


all her av 


ntion on young Max. 


Max couldn't believe that he 


survived the lightning bolt She told him that he was all she 
had left, and she became obsessed 


n Max 
informed her that he wanted to be an electrical engin 


with keeping him safe from disappointment. Wh 


convinced him that he didn't have the intellig 


career. In the end, he settled fora 


TM NO FOOL] Tinos 
eAL 


job as a lineman with the electric 
company. One day, Max was 
struck by lightning while holding a 
pair of damaged electric lines. The 
accident somehow turned him into 
Electro, Buoyed by his new 
powers, Max decided to take the 
first real risk of his life. He would 
try to make his fortune the old 


fashioned way—by assuming, a 


costumed identity and stealing it bh 


fa}: 


HUMAN dynamo who controls one 
of the carth’s greatest forms of energy, 


‘Transformation 
Raised by an overprotective 
mother, Max Dillon gained 


power on the day a fluke 


lightning bolt cransformed 
him into Electro. 

He immediately began co 
experiment with his new 
abilities and soon learned 
thar he could discharge 


could be used as weapons. 


wield enough power 
to bli 


Keeping off his toes 
The best way to defeat Electro is to stay in 
the air. His electrostatic b 
injure you if you're grounded or if you'r 


al discharges 
speed of 

ne, approximately 
1,000 feet per second. 


sts can only 


lighn 


contact with metal 


The maximum effective 
range of Electrol blasts is 
approximately 100 fee. 


Since the eletrcip — 

nrg threugh bi YOu WERE Locey, 
bony angonents his 
strengeh, Electra i 
sable to lift over 
450 pounds 


Down the drain 


Electro once tried to drain all the electrical power out of 


Manhattan, He attached himself to a special device and 


in ultimately 
re died if 
n hadn't disconnected him in time. The 


began to black our the entite city. The s 
proved too much for him, and he would hy 
Spider-M 


massive power surge somehow caused Electro’s body to 


temporarily lose its ability to generate electricity 
However, he finally regained his power by strapping 


himself into an electric chair and giving 


s of electricity that 


himself a near-lethal jolt. 


ITS ALL A MATTER OF CONTROL 
ro can consciously control the 


nt of electricity he discharges, 
shing anything from a single vole 
full 100,000-volt reserve. On 
imansformer, drawing power from an 
‘ouvide source and channeling it 


through his body. 


Charging up 
Electro can employ his energy in many different 
ways. He can discharge electricity from his 

fin; of lightni 
energy, or he can send an electri 
along the ground or through a 
He is also capable of generati 


a highly charged 


electrical field to shield himself from harm. By | 
nd riding upon a wave of 


j, Electro can even 


4 SHOCKING 
‘RISE 

When Elecero i 
fully cha 


id, a person 


during 


CAN SEE Iwi" 


OUR HEAD "My HELMET 15 BASED ON THE 
{ PRINCIPLE OF YOUR EVE PIECES! MADE CONTAIN CHEMICAL SMOKE =f 
Me I CAN SEE OUT, BUT NO ONE THE EJECTORS. ffeco 
ving when fight 4 SOLE PURPOSE oF | HICH BNA i 
se AMAZING 


J r z \ EVER Sh 1T AGAINST ‘zd 
UENTIN BECK dreamed of making a ae \ Z - ee 
movies ever since he was a child, Armed iown cits a) 4 g < LG 
with a battered old movie camera, Quentin hen one oc q y 


buile monsters out of clay, starring them in lite 


stop-action films that each lasted a couple of 
minutes, While still a teenager, Quentin got a 


job on a low-budget monster thriller. He moved supply of 


to Hollywood on the money he made and 
Diguting! started to look for work as a stuntman 


and a special effects designer 


Mysterio’ tr 


bu Though his career proved eke wile 
5 fairly successful, hidden within his 
pare i. Quentin wanted Season ase 
more. He grew tired xed with various toxi 
s behind the scenes, and sought the uel salnarogen 
spotlight as an actor and director. But he ee ces ee eon 
didn't have the looks or talent to make it asa powerful chemicals which can 


Jissalve Spidey’s webbing 


star, and he was much too temperamental to 
be at the helm of a production crew. A casual 

comment by a friend made him realize that he 
could attain a different kind of fame by using his 
talent with special effects to become a Super Hero ay aE 


r4d~= WAS CREATED T SHALL Yi owers—h A every 
And so Mysterio was born! h 


TARGET: SPIDER-MAN 
“THEN YIELDING TO A SUDDEN IMPULSE, SPIPER-MAN 


Since the Daily Bugle had declared Spider-Man a ~) | me'aT THe SAME GRASPS THE “PSYCHIATRISTS” HAIR , AND GIVES IT 
menace, Mysterio knew that the paper would give 7 [ASSHARESANRARAYEOORESEET iris my OLD 
him lots of publicity if he could capture 7 ~ |" a “ HOW COULD I HAVE BEEN ENEMY, MYSTERIO! 
Spidey, Th f srobl ) : SO ASLEEP AT THE AAYSTERIO , THE 
pidey, There was only one problem St ( \ 27 MASTER OF MYSTIC 
Spider-Man hadn't broken the law Be (EFFECTS AND ie 
So, Mysterio disguised himself as a P y STARTLING , 

rm 2 i ONS! 
the wall-crawler and convinced | a 


the public that Spidey wa 


crime spree. Mysterio then 


chall. the web-head to meet 


him, and the wo fought to a draw 


Bur the web-slinger suspected that 


Mysterio was behind the crime The face of a villaii 


he of Lacking «¢ handsome feature 
sees i isonet al bed nccadie ete iM re Ee 
him. With his dreams of Mysterio has assumed a number of AT eC ty, 
Super Heto euined by Spider-Man, aidiee identiGes dining the'c Sara i Cui 


Mysterio now uses his skills to gain reer. He is a master of 


makeup and disguise who has 


ast the wall-crawler: 


fay 


the dire 


YOU Mu GOBLIN! = 7. 
H E RE E N 0 B LI N FAINT LETTIN YOU on anv mice with Stabe couco Take) 
| ( J ( j one acse + 
Bho now NF She RON, iat te CHAT 
SANS Dye j 


ORMAN OSBORN was just a child when he first 

became obsessed with acquiring wealth and power, 

His father was an inventor whose business failed. 
Claiming that he had been swindled out of his 
inventions and personal fortune, Amberson Osborn 
took out his rage on his young son. Norman realized 
that he couldn't depend on his father for financial 


Despite is viiculow appeannne, _ SeUty, SO he began working after school and saving 
the Cireen Goblin became every cent that he earned. He wouldn't allow himself 


Spider west enemy 4 
: to become another failure like his father, Norman 


From empire to obsessi 


The Green Goblin planned to become 
Jord of all by 
all the independent gang 


studied chemistry and electrical 
college. He also took a number of courses in busines 
his teachers was Professor Mendel Stromm. They became good friends and 


neering in uniti 


administration. One of 


under his leadership. He wanted to 


establish a reputation by killing Spider 
Man. 
umbu: 
With each new de 
Goblin became more determined. 


But every time the Goblin 


later formed a business partnership. Since Norman put up the bulk of the 
financing, they called their company Osborn Chemical. 


fed him, Spidey drove him away 


at, the Green 


In time, Osborn became totally 


obsessed with Spidey and directed 


conquer his web-swinging ener — 
THE GREAT SPIDER-man-— 
Mannie “eee tna 


CALLOW YOUTH : 
PATHETIC STRIBLING!_7 


TROUBLE IN THE LABORATORY 


ind 


efforts to finding a way to 


Norman married his college sweethea 
they had a son, Harry, a few years later. 
me ill. After she 


New lease on life 
The Green Goblin learned 


Unfortunately, his wife be 
died, Nor 
rarely had time for young Ha 


r-Man’s secret identity 


an buried himself in his work and posing him to a gas that 


ry, Norman 


weakened his spider-sense 


eventually learned that Stromm had embezzled Heweves, Spidey lnocked the 
money from their company. He had his partner electrical wires. The resultant 
shock 


wiping out all memory of the 


gave Osborn amnesia, 


arrested and assumed complete control of the 


company. While going through Stomm’s notes, if 
Green Goblin 


Norman learned of a chemical formula that 


could increase a person's strength and 


intelligence. Unaware that an angry Harry had 


n Goblin originally 
on a flying broomstick 
later discarded in 


switched a few of his chemicals, Norman tried 


to recreate the experiment. The solution turned (7, 


green and exploded. favor of Goblin Glee 


d release halla >a 
Birth of the The Goblin Gilder 
i de pearhaipe en The Green Goblin’s last stand 
te heed hae he Green Goblin wasnit finished, yet. Norman’ evi 
the formula had worked. He was now stronger and bean oiler gt pmo pay oie farsi a 
smarter than ever. He didn't know that the explosion had Ped atieelvcnte winck on Eccles Mans Solderaaseaia 
also driven him insane. He decided to increase his anil Tue anak ou Spier Man Spkiey st 


personal fortune by turning to crime. He hired and 
ied Super Villains like the Scorcher and The glider employ a 
When these thieves were 


father, and that Normar 
+, the Green ( 


Gobl 


outfitted co: h 


help himself. How 


sm: ptured by variety of concussive of events that resulted in the deat 
N lorman decided to take matters into his sand incendiary grenades, to Spider-Man, In the battle that followed, the Green 
own hands, He used his company’s chemical discoveries to Goblin was impaled by his own goblin glider and 


assemble a person 


designed a costume for apparently killed by a trap that he had set for Spider-Man 


himself. All he needed was the right face to present to the 


world—he chose the face of the Green Goblin. 


AND HOW TLL END WOUR CAREER FOREVER wind MY 
fe unack— TME SAMME PUNE, RAAT 


sic eh? 
ne or 


: ERGEI KRAVINOV was born 
< f into a family of Russian aristocrats. 

PBR S Forced into exile during the 
Russian revolution, Sergei’s 


parents eventually sectled in 


the United Kingdom. But 
life was hard, and as their 


finances began to 


depression. She committed suicide while 
Sergei was still a young child. Within a 


» his father married a former 


ervant girl, and the young Sergei 
became furious when he learned that his 


stepmother was pregnant. He accused 


his father of betr his mother’s 


he life of his 


memory and made 
half-brother Dmitri miserable 
Hating his family situation, Sergei ran 


away. He traveled throughout Europe, 
Asia, and Africa, stowing away on cargo 
ships and trains and using his wit and 
cunning to survive. Eventually, he found 


work on a safari, where he discovered that he 


had a natural talent for hunting. 


INTERNATIONAL CELEBRITY 
Over the years, Sergei sharpened his hunting skills and 


his fame began to spread. A British journalist helped 


cement his legend by writing articles about the 


hunter, Not knowing the correct spe 
Sergei’ last name, the journalist shortened it to 
Kraven, During his time in the jungle, Kraven 
stumbled upon a witch doctor who had created a 


potion that somehow augmented the hunter's 


The last hunt 


and speed. Now Kraven could track and 
Realizing that the best way to beat the 


gle animals with ease, and he soon became 


spider was to become 
his final hunt. He n 


‘i n, Kraven began 
desperate co find a challenge worthy of his skills. bs 


Kraven was then contacted by his half-brother 
Dmitri, who had also assumed a new name, the 
40-41). He waned 

he Spider-Man, 


Chameleon (see p 
Kraven’s help to fig 


SINISTER SIX 


‘ RING three 
defeats at the hands of 
Spider-Man, Doctor Octopus 


realized that he needed help 
against the web-slinger. He got in 
touch with every superpowered 
villain who had battled the wall- 
crawler, In the end, five other 
super-criminals heeded Ock’ 
call—the Vultu 

the Hunter, Mysterio, 

Sandman, How 


Octopus recognized that he would the tam fel per 


osed his darin 


never be able to control these Super [lag 
Villains. They were incapable of 
together or functioning as 
d machine. Instead of 
ying to change this unruly bunch, 
Doctor Octopus conceived a battle 
plan that exploited their individual 


ication 


fh, Spider-Man was fe 
face them put his superpe On the day 
stage a separate battle with Spider- before hee fcsr'appearance, Peres Parker was 


Man at a carefully chosen location. thinking about how he was par responsible 


appetites for personal glory. Each Asif fighting si 


member of the Sinister Six would = 


One by one the criminals would 
fight him until the wall-crawler 
was finally destroyed. 


thought, he accidentally tripped and fell off 


oftop. After the fall, Peter realized that his 


ts had gone and he prepared to live the 


rest of his life as a normal teenager 


Mysterio. 


NEVER BELIEVED 
iLO HAPPEN 


~The challenge 
f 


er returned to life as 


MY POWERS HAVE 
RETURNED TO ME 


Rotating membership 
When the six were free from jail, 


| ANG STILL THE INCREDIBLE Betrayed by Jameson [Gar quag, DONT TAKE ) AT EASE PRUNE -FACE V (as FoR you, sconpy weve 
| | HE §( ORPION EXPERIMENT CONTINUES. Fearing lawsuits and public disgrace, Jameson tricd (WAVE NT a CORR“ EADES J be Beep ROOTED” 
f 3) OSTIATY, 
ONE OF A Zeve \\sTiiwett, | to prevent anyone from learnin; ection to ere 
] SCORPIONS Most \ iF THIS the Scorpion. The Scorpion w C F a at 
| Potent weapons |worKs,rLt | Hae y f ‘) jar 
UST AS real scorpions prey upon spiders, IS HIS TAIL 7 AND | MAKE. YOU enna a yy - 
y |Our SYNTHETIC RICH... FAMOUS! He has made many artemp 
so the Scorpion lives to destroy Spider-Man; | SCORPION SHALL_/TLL BECOME, iin Siete hee 
WAVE A TAIL \YOUR AATROW! PRY PR 


and this Super Villain certainly has more | Ee DY /= 
than enough power for the job. He is twice : | 
as strong as his web-slinging foe, and his y i | 


reflexes are much quicker. The Scorpion even 


grew co hace his former employe 


Jameson's lif 


en there to stop hir 


ren 
possesses a massive tail thar he uses as a deadly ‘ wn engin 
: : pig! 
weapon, making him Spider-Man's superior in f Cin 


every way. He should be; after all he was 


specifically created to crush the wall-crawler. Before he became the Scorpion, 
MacDonald “Mac” Garg 


Sting in the ta 


an was a down-and-out private detective. His cheap 
The Scorpion hired an underworld arm: 


rates attracted the attention of J. Jonah Jameson (see pages 34-35). behind maiusfacturer to iapdity his ealllso 
Jameson wanted to find out how Peter Parker managed to take such great < that it can now fire powerful blase 
photographs of Spider-Man, so he hired Gargan to shadow Parker. Warned hime 


by his spider-sense, however, Peter easily avoided his stalker. Gargan reported 


his failure, only to discover that Jameson had a new plan ae link at 


Buitt 10 Conquer 


Jameson had become aware of a scientist 


named Doctor Farley Stillwell who claimed to 
have found a way to cause mutations in 
animals, After secing examples of his work, 
Jameson made a deal with Stillwell. He 


nted Stillwell to produce a man who was 
more powerful than Spider-Man. Jameson 


then offered Gargan $10,000 to participate in 


rip through Spider 


the dangerous experiment. Subjected to a 


Manis webbing 


series of radiological and chemical treatments, 


Gargan was given the powers of a scorpion, 


the natural enemy of the spider LIN. 
AN' YOU WON'T BELIEVE 


Pardon my tail 
y MWHAT MY NEW 7A/L CAN OO! 


Built over a flexible steel framework, the tail 


is made up of segments, each equipped with 
an independent motor and power supply 
Though it is a formidable weapon, walking 
around with a six-foot tail isn't easy, and 
Gar 
coordinate his movements, Now that he's 


Mind over muscle 
After he was beaten during their first 


bout, Spider-Man was forced to 


accept the fact that he could not trade 


mastered this extra appendage, he can use it blows with the Scorpion 


either as a bludgeon or as a fifth limb, The wall-crawler had to outthink 


Gargan as well as outfight him, 
Spider-Man managed to win hi 


GUILTY first victory by gluing the 
CONSCIENCE Scorpion to the floor with 
A SURPRISING DEFEAT can easily leap Horrifi s H ssh 


‘onto the webbing. While he was stuck in 


first super-fe that Spi of ofa unleashed. a guilt-r 
red who w tually single-story prepared an antidore that place ara fed his spider 
Spidey was at the peak of his building. sense to dodge the Scorpion's 

4, but even mt while delivering 


enough to save him from a villain whose o /ens of his own 


purpose was to defeat the wall-crawler 


SPIDER-SLAYERS 


HE FIRST Spider-Slayer was designed and built by 


Tris Spencer Smythe. Smythe was a mild- 


mannered inventor who was inspired by Jameson's anti- 


that 


Spidey editorials in the Daily Bugle. Believing 
Man was a menace, Smythe created the first Spider 


robot. Peter Parker decided to get even with 


Jameson by making money photographing the fight 
between the robot and Spider-Man, so he convinced 


the publisher to let Smythe demonstrate his invent 
However, Peter soon realized that this was a mistaki 
robot possessed incredible fighting capabilities and 
eventually trapped Spider-Man within its steel 
cables. Fortunately, the quick thinking wall- 
crawler managed to break into the robor’s control 


panel and free himself befo 


Jameson and 
Smythe could arrive on the scene. 


New Mopets, More FAlLures 


Smythe, humiliated by his failure, went back to the 
lab and created a new Spider-Slayer with deadlier 
weapons and more sophisticated sensors, But Jameson 
and Smythe had an argument as soon as the publisher 
realized that this model was designed to kill Spider 
Man, rather than capture him. The web-head 


ourwitted the new robot by leadi t back to 


Smythe’s lab where he caused it to explode, Obsessed 
with defeating Spider-Man, Smythe kept building 
newer and more powerful Spider-Slayers. Smythe was 


ultimately killed by his own inventions when he was 


exposed to the radioactive materials needed to power 
his Spider-Slayers. 


‘The slayers 
Over the years, 


the designs 
of his Spider 

Slayers, like the 
Mark II seen he 
(left). However, 


the wall-crawler. 
Spidey quickly 
defeated cach or 


Smythe improved 


even these Slayer 


were no match for Y himself into 1 


The first Slayer [us uniew. iw aoe vue win sors nay Another failure 
The first Spider Despite Jameson's objections, Spencer Smythe's Spider 
Slayer was somewhat Smythe managed to convince Slayer Mark IV was large 
crude and clunky the publisher to finance the The Mark IITs long enough to house a 
yet it was still a Spider-Slayer Mark III, a sage were designed te driver, F 


lim 


formidable threat to 
Spider-Man 


walls and and de: 


robot that could shoot its roofi 


own artificial webbing his previous 


designs, the Mark IV 


es SPHonR-SLAVER actually managed to 
Spider Mang Id capture Spider-Man, But 
Slayer Spidey freed himself and 


rigged the Mark IV so 
that it blew up in 
Smythe's face 


ion. Death be not proud 


e, The Under the pretence of 


a» Paw AN ~ ) S drgn af Sper Sayer 


Smythe kidnapped the 


covered t 
radiation 
exposed to while building 
YA, °c Spider-Slayers was 
killing him, and he held 


(Ese Jameson responsible 


TO BECOME A SLAYER The heir apparent 

da number of weapons Nfcer his father's death, Alistair Smythe 
connected to his spine—he could began to build his own Spider-Slayers, 

even fire bis own webbing a job with the Kingpin (see pages 

71) to finance his first attempt 
Discarding the clunky robots once used 

stair favored much 

ed models. He | 
designed his new Spider-Slayers to 

inspire terror, and equipped them with 


by his fathe 


more sophisti 


ALISTAI 


SMYTHE 
Spidey: 


spider-sense is 


ane advantage he Alistair's robots were rep 


Spider-Man. So, Smythe had his entire body 
encased within a special bio-organic shell that 
protected him from harm and boosted his 

strength co superhuman levels, In an effort to 


has over the 
Spider-Slayers 


warning him of 


re their approach. 


1s destroy Spidey, he 


Alistair b iat he was now a match for 
Spider-M tempted to beat him co 


sharp enough death, The wall-crawler ultimately 


survived Smythe’s onslaught and finally 
managed co defeat him, 


through solid steel 


‘The mystery men \ men STOLEN 
A team of strangely garbed thieves who specialized in * Fike | Pecer was desperate co save his aunt, so Unforsunately for Peter, 
stealing atomic powered equipment and radioactive sties rose? re | ‘must the Master Planner 


he stole a sample of her blood from the 
hospital lab, changed into Spider-Man, 
and sought our the one man who could 


a3 POTENT AS | LEAVE NO 
she, rT icy 


wanted to study the highly 
experimental ISO-36 
drug. He ordered his men 
to intercept the delivery 
cand steal the serum. 
When SpiderMan 
earned that the serum 

id been hijacked, he 
location of 
the Master Planneri 
hideout. 


s had descended upon New York City 
g for the Master Planner, their highly advanced 
weaponry indicated a well-funded of 


ization. Using 


PLANNER 


PIDER-MAN HAS alway 
guilty about the death of his 
Uncle Ben. If Spidey had acted 


help him. Doctor Curt Connors, the 


a helicopter g, they were 


man who hi 


d split-second i once been the Lizard (see 


attempting to steal 
an experimental 
atomic device 
when Spider-Man 


came upon them. 


{ Spidey 


1 48-49), was eager to a 


After many experiments, Connors told 


the wall-crawler about a serum called 


1 neutralize the 


ticle in May's blood. 


Thoug Connors to order this wonder 


web-spinner Peter pawned everything he had to 


responsib! ancle would still be 
alive. Since thar day, Spider-Man 
has done everything he can to make 
up for his failure, When a band of 
masked criminals started a major 
crime wave in New York, the web- 
swinger didn’t realize that he was 
finally going to get an opportunity 
to atone for his worst mistake 
‘Then Aunt May suddenly became 
ill. Peter learned that she was dying 
and that it was his fault. When a 


serum that could cure his aunt was 
finally discovered, it w 
the masked gang. Spider-Man 
scoured the city until he found their 
secret hideout and their leader, the 
Master Planner. 


stolen by 


HIS FINAL CHAPTER 
With the water slowly rising around him, an injured 


FIRST BATTLE di 
The Master Planners men attempted to 


bled their 


getaway vehicle 
hijack an armored truck carrying uranium. the crooks still 
Using magnetic shoes, they attached mn 
themselves to the truck and somehow hurled 
the watll-crawcler from the roof 


ged 0 escape 
with their boory. 


Laer waxicn| Tragedy strikes 

Once home, Peter quickly forgot about 
the Master Planner and his men, He was 
about co be 


couldn't wait. He spent the following 
day registering for courses and buying 
textbooks. For a brief time it looked like 
life was finally smiling on him, 
tragedy struck. Aunt May suddenly g 
faint and collapsed. She was taken 0 the 
hospital, where Peter learned that her 
condition was critical. 


Aunt May 
collapsed into 


Peter’ arms 


Aunt May's health continued to 
decline. To Peter's horror, the 
doctors discovered that she was 
dying because a radioactive particle 
had somehow entered her 
bloodstream. Peter realized that this 
particle must have come from 
him—only a few months earlier sh 


had needed a transfusion and he 
had donated blood! 


the money to pay for it 


His dest 


While his aunt lay dying and 

his friend waited for him to 

deliver the one serum that 

could save her, Spider-Man 

lay under tons of twisted 

steel. The vial of ISO-36 was 

just beyond his reach. Added 

to that, a leak had sprung in 

round h 


He kept trying to free himself, bur it was no use. He couldn't 
he massive weight. But he wouldnt give up! Gritting his 


« the unbearable strain he forced himself upward. 
Despite the incre 


kept fighting until he finally 


man. enormous burden and free himself 


UNDERWATER BASE 
Spider-Man eventually racked down the 
1 0 the bottora of « riverbed. 


masked gang ba 


Ock attack 

Spider-Man eventually reached the heart of the secret 
base and entered a large chamber, But before he could 
reach the vial of ISO-36, Spider-Man realized that he 
had crawled into a trap. A blast of electricity jolted 
him from the cciling and four metal tentacles caught 
him before h The Master 
Planner b: vealed his true identity. He was 
Spider-Man’ old enemy Doctor Octopus. During the 
course of their fierce battle, am prt beam was, 
destroyed, the ceiling collapsed, 
found himself pinned beneath a mountain of debris. 


could hit the 


The Master Planner 
actually 
Doctor C | SHE DROPPED 
| OFF To SLEEP 
AGAIN! SHE'S 
RESTING MUCH 
EASIER NOW/ 


SHE'D NEVER 
HAVE MADE 
ITF NOT Fow 
THAT SERUM 
WHICH SP/DER 
MAN BROUGHT, 


THE CRISIS 


Rage RSE Soy 


As Spider-Man recovered the ISO- 
36, the ce d he was 
swept through the headquarters 


crumbled a 


Once the waters calmed, he saw 
that the Master Planner's men stood 
between him and the only exit, 
With a desperate fury, he fought his 
way through them and eventually 
delivered the serum to the hospital 
Icwas administered to May Parker, 
and she showed immediate 


improvement 


REDEMPTION 
Though his un case he failed 
ons me through for 

unt when it counted mort 


BEAST FROM THE EAST 


ae 


*: 
= 


y 


ah Jar Sin 


snaut in the United 


S STRONG as the beast whose name he bears 
the Rhino is one of Spider-Man's most powerful 
enemies. He possesses incredible superhuman 


fense. With his 


strength and has been known to lift objects that weigh ce Ne 
as much as 80 tons, He is practically impervious to leeteha 


pain and is also very fast for someone of his size and was captu The Rhino 


was toa pri al where 
mass. Thanks to his uncanny endurance, he can run i 


he was kept under heavy 


for hours at a time without tiri nd can achieve a 


awaiting trial 


top speed of nearly 100 mph. Nothing 
withstand the charge of the Rhino. 


Concrete build crumble before 


him, trucks are crushed in his path, and are left 


twisted and broken in his destructive wake. 


FACELESS TO FORMIDABLE 


The Rhino's real name has never been revealed. 


All thac is known about him is that he was a poor 
Russian immigrant who worked as a small-time 
muscle man for professional criminals, He acted Always a professional 

While the Rhino truly hates Spider-Man, he never allows 


him: distracted from com a mission, since 


as a collection agent for the local loan sharks or 


was hired whenever a heist required heavy aa RE Re The Rie 1 
lifting, At one point foreign spies approached he ha 


him and made him an offer he couldn't ywerful villains 
refuse, They wanted to create an unstoppable 


superhuman agent and chose him because of 


his muscular physique and his lack of 


intelligence. Since he needed money to 


bring his mother and relatives to America, 
he agreed to their requests, For several months 


he underwent a s% of chemical and radiation 


treatments thai him his powers and turned 


him into the Rhino. 


THEREL TT 16 Bowe? Oo TREATMENTS ~av7e| 
GIVEN VO THE STRENGTH OF 8 ANIMOCEROS 


eal £ 
and hig 
lei 


impact of an antitan scume and 1 


more vulnerable to attack. 


FROM Min! 


THE MOLTEN MAN 


REED RUINED Mark Raxton’s life, Raxton was a 
scientist who couldn't wait to strike it rich, When 
Professor Spencer Smythe approached him with the 


idea of creating a liquid metal alloy, Raxton believed his 


Raxton couldn't wait to 


dreams would soon become reali 
sell the invention, but Smythe thought it needed more 


FATAL MISHAP 

1 2 As the liquid metal alloy spread over 
testing. The two men argued and began to fight. Raxton lost Ais body. Reston could feel it 

his balance and the liquid metal spilled all over him. ie re 
His skin absorbed the alloy, and his body assumed a metallic 


appearance. Mark Raxton had become the Molten Man. 


The Molten Man 
can lift almost 


LIVING LARGE 


ig that he might have accidentally 


10 tom 
Fe 
poisoned himself, Raxton raced for the 


nearest hospital. When he stepped into 
the middle of the street, an irate driver 
began to berate him for holding up 


traffic, Raxton responded by Seacneaph 
punching the man’s car.'To his With superhuman str 
Metallic skin surprise, the steel hood buckled and fists more powerful than 


sledgehammers, the Molten 
Man was more than a match 
for Spider-Man, But Mark 

had given him super-strength. Raxran wasn'ta typical 

dless thug. He was 
red educated man whose br 


covering slips beneath his blow. That's when 


aia a Raxton realized thar the accident 


He now possessed enough power — mi 


to take whatever he 


who stood in his 


The only 

y method. Each time he battled 
way was Spider-Man, During their (he web-head, the Molten Man 
first battle, Spidey was shocked to learned from past mistakes. He 


discovered many new ways of 


discover that his webbing couldn't 
stick to the Mol 
skin, But Spidey was able to whip up 


n Man's metallic sing his powers 


a rope of extra-thick webbing, and 


managed to hog-tie the Molten Man. 
Metallic finge 


sensitive enous 


A new lease on life 
Like the Black Cat and the 
Prowler, the Molte 
retired from crime. Raxton 
became reconciled with his 
stepsister, Liz Allen, after 
zing that she w 
one who had never ab 
him, He even began working for 
his brother-in-law and helped 
Lie run Osborn Industries after 
Harry Osborn’s death, His 
relationship with Spider-Man 
has changed. They have become 
friends and occasional allies 


pick the lack on a safe 


Molten power 
In his molten state, Raxton can 
burn anyone who touches him 
also melt his way through 
solid steel walls, The Molten, 
Man's skin is so tough that it 
renders him impervious to pain, 
and bullets just bounce off him. 


the only 


loned 


JOHN JAMESON ome 


N OT EVERY Jameson hates Spider-Man, J. Jonah Jameson's son poses a gli 


John is one of the web-head’s biggest supporters. John was a 
NASA astronaut when he first met Spidey. On a space mission 


he contracted an unknown virus that temporal 
strength. Ac his father’s t 


ve him superhuman 


One of the yo 


John attempted to capture Spidey 


But the wall-crawler m 1 to nullify 


during his first m 
Sp 
certain death, J. Jonah 


on. When the virus and make his escape. 


assumed that it was 


THe WEREWOLF’S CURSE 


pn made a pendant of a gem he 


ck from the Moon, Later, he wore 
icon the first night of the full moon, and it 

transformed him into Man-Wolf, Jonah was 
shocked to discover that this monster was his 
son. With t 


Spider-Man cured John Jameson of this curse 


help of Dr. Curt Connors 


Mindless beast 
As the Man-Wolf, John 


he met and 
1 psychologist 


KINGPIN 


ILSON FISK came from a poor famil 
unpopular child. ‘To protect himself from bullies, he started to train 


and was a chubby and 


Sil himself in various forms of bodybuilding and personal combat. As his 
| @j physical strength increased, Fisk realized that he could use it to intimidate the 
Al bullies who once threatened him. He quickly organized them into a gang and 

began to pursue a career in crime. Eventually he came to the attention of Don 

Rigoletto, a major New York gang lord. Fisk became Don Rigoletto’s 

bodyguard and his most trusted confidant. But when a major rift occurred in 

Don Rigoletto's mob, Fisk killed 


hand-to-hand combat, he alw his boss, assumed control, and 
anders through layers of s 
This way the police can nev 
is responsible for any crime 


started to build his own 
criminal empire. 


FALL AND RISE 


Taking the name Kingpin, Fisk ruled the criminal 
underworld like a medieval warlord. But his position did 
not make him invincible. 


« the height of his powers, two 
organizations joined forces to undermine the Kingpin 
nd Hydra, 


global 


The Maggia, an international crime syndicat 


a worldwide subversive nization dedicated ta 


domination, succeeded in destroying Fisk’s criminal 
empire. Barely escaping with his life, Fisk fled to Japan 


where he used his legi 


ate spice business to rebuild 
his wealth. He then proceeded to strike back, 


undermining the Maggi: 


and inciting gang wars. 
These created a power vacuum in the underworld 


that Fisk could step in to fill 


‘Tough customer 
Years of bodybuilding 
and training have turned 
Fisk into an expert in 

sumo wrestling and other 


mn arts, However, he 


is not above using a few 
weapons of his own when 
confronted by a difficult 
adversary. His personal 
arsenal includes a walking 
cane that fires a miniature 


concent 
slecpit 
occasionally wears a 
di 


also fires sleeping gas. 


mond stickpin that 


VANESEA? Vid LG Re OO 
‘Ween sranpute Tae? 


gitimate businessman, 


pin became a prominent 


member of New York society. He 
met and married the beautiful 
Val 


a, who was unaware of his 


I activities. Once she 
discovered the source of her 
hu 
that he abandon his life of crime 
Desperate to please her, he 

pretended to go straight, but she 


ands income, Vanessa insisted 


soon realized that he was lying t© 
gave Fisk an ultimatum, 
and he reluctantly agreed to retire 
from crime in order 
The ewo moved to Japan 
until a gang war in the US forced 


her. She g 


» save his 


Fisk to return and reassume the 


leadership of his organization 


Spider-Man no more HE MUST HAVE READ ABOUT You... INTHE 
Frustrated in his attempts to live a 
rarily 


gave up being Spider-Man and tossed 


THERE. WHEN HE 
- ‘COUL 


normal life, Peter Parker temp 


his costume in a nearby trash can. With 
Spider-Man out of the picture, the 


in saw a prime opportunity to 


cement his control over the New York 


mobs, and he launched a major crime 
spree. Peter Parker tried to ignore the 
crime wave until he stumbled upon a 


nd sprang into action to save 


ninded him of his 
Uncle Ben (see pages 12-13). Realizing 
that he could no longer shirk his 
responsibilities, Spider-Man came out of 
retirement to crush the Kingpin’s plans. 


Son of the mobster 


The only son of Wilson and Vanessa, Richard 
Fisk grew up believing his father was a good 
and honest man, It wasn't until Richard 
reached college that he realized his father was 


more than he appeared, After his graduation, 
Richard informed his parents that he intended 
to travel through Europe 


they received word that Richard, upset by his 


A few months later 


true identity... father's activities, had apparently died in 


a skiing accident. 


THE ROSE 
One of the Kingpin’ 


MA 7 
u/ fe 

TRUE IDENTITY KS 

Tar Seer peed’ | 

10 be none other 


than Fisk’ oun son! 


The Schemer 
When the King; 
driven into hidi 


pin was temporarily 
y Spider-Man, a new 
1 the scene, Calling 


crime lord appeared 


himself the Schemer 
Fisk’s place as the new king of crime. He 


Fisk. The Kingpin declared war on the 
Schemer, and Spider-Man was soon 
caught between the warring mobsters 
The King 

discovered tha 
actually the beloved son who he had 


believed was dead. 


in was shocked when he 


THE PROWLER : 


f TUCK IN a dead-end job as a window washer, Hobie 


Brown felt like life was passing him by. Everything good 

seemed to happen to other people, Hobie really wanted 
to be an inventor, but he was afraid to take a chance 
His girlfriend, Mindy, convinced him to stop 
feeling sorry for himself, so Hobie designed 
some new safety devices and took 


them to his boss. But his boss had 


no interest in funding the 


p identity inventions. Realizing that he had 


to move on, Hobie quit his job 


and began to modify some of his equipment. He 


transformed a gadget that was ot 


lly designed to spray 


cleaning fluid into a device that fired gas pellets and small 


explosives. He converted special gloves into steel-tipped 


gauntlets, and fabricated a ma ing boots 


Among the Prowler's useful 


costume, and cape. Hobie had 


ipped with py 


decided to embark on a new career 


These cartri 


—he had become the Prowler. hoot blast 


A SLIGHT MISCALCULATION 


As he put the finishing touches on his 
new costumed identity, Hobie was torn by 


indecision, Would the Prowler be a hero All in the wrist 


or a villain? Since Hobie was anxious to The Prowler’s wrist-blasters fire 


be noticed, he chose to be both. He steel darts, magnesium flares, small 
hallucinogenic 


planned to steal as the Prowler, and later 


the stolen 


play the hero by retur 


js as Hobie Brown, He hoped the 


resul 


publicity would make him famous and attract investors 


for his inventions. Unfortunately, Hobie’s plan didn’t include 
ALL 1 WANT YOU To 00 15 WEAR 


Spider-Man. The Prowler managed to MY SPIDEY SUIT TONIGHT. 


fight the wall-crawler to a standstill 
A during their first encounter, but 

Spidey easily overpowered Hobie 
A during their next fight. Upon 


hearing Hobie’s story, Spider-Man 


iend i AND SHOW UP ATA CERTAIN tes 
A friend in need Eyecare Eo ge —~ |) SWE Tg 
Though Hobie has neve qs ae 
learned Spider-Man's truc 


While Peter Parker w: 


cook pity on him and let him go 
she 


Ce free. The Prowler and Spidey have PR 1 


2 help him, and disguising 
ARGET: THE DAILY BUGL himself, he asked Hobie 
As his fi mn the Lh for a favor. Later that day 
Daily Bugle, wuware Hobie masqueraded as é RENE OWES 17 FROM aeIcEY 
ved Spider-Man while Peter |] # 79; GE OR TAKE A 


FEW ISSUES. ... S7AN. 


SPIDER-MAN IN THE °70S 


S TAN LEE and John Romita began the 1970s with a bang, by 


killing off a major supporting character, Captain George Stacy. 
Not content with stopping there, Stan Lee wanted to write a 
story that warned of the dangers of illicit drugs. Unfortunately, the 


America Comics Code Authority forbid any mention of dru 


abuse, so Stan was forced to remove the Code’s Seal of Approval 
from Amazing Spider-Man #96 and 97. 


Roy Thomas, who would later succeed Stan as Marvel’ editor 


in-chief, briefly filled in as the writer for Amazing Spider-Man 


nds 


and introduced Morbius, the living vampire. Comic-book leg 


such as John Buscema and Gil Kane an to help with the art 


chores, Gerry Conway was 
ultimately given the writing 
assignment and is responsible 
for one of the most 
controversial comic-book stories 
of all time—the death of Gwen 
Stacy. He was eventually joined 
by artist Ross Andru. Characters 
such as Hammerhead, the Man- 
Wolf, the Punisher, and the 


Jackal made their first 


appearance during Gerry's 


memorable run, 
As Spider-Man's popularity increased, Marvel introduced more titles 
devoted to the web-head, including Giant-Size Super-Heroes and Peter Parker 


The Spectacular Spider-Man. A growing army of creators was needed to 


produce all this material. It included writers Archie Goodwin, Chris 
Claremont, Bill Mantlo, Len Wein, and Marv Wolfman, and artists such as 
, and Jim Mooney 


Amazing Spider-Man #86 (July 1970) 


John Byrne, Sal Buscer 


ed MARVEL TEAMUP ig 


Amazing Spider-Man 
(Feb, 1974) 
‘of the Punisher 


‘Amazing Spider-Man 
#95 (April 1971) 
Spidey goes tv London 


(March 1 
First in a new series 


THESEVENTIES 


DAVIS Liga 
“wan MARVEL COMICS GROUP. 
0 Figo we CANE 77 


Amazing Spider-Man #196 
(Sept, 1979) 
Biad eter believes Aunt May is dead |i 


Vigilante vampire 


Realizing that he might never be 


fice of his bloodlust, Morbius 


MORBIUS 


ORBIUS HAS been cursed to a life of stomach- 
churning horror. He thirsts for human blood and will 


die unless his monstrous appetite is satisfied. Before 


attempted 10 use his power to 


help people. Instead of choosing 


feed on the guilty. He stalks 


street predators, murderers, and 


ture for his blood disease, Morbius was willing 


he acquired the characteristics of a vampire, Doctor Michael 


Desperate to 
ou other monsters, dispensing his 


any risk or pay any price. But the process transformed 


Morbius was a Nobel Prize-winning biochemist from a Hier andl decades toe Ls GP neuen diag horror sanique faten al fsttice 


small European country. He 
learned that he was dying 
from a rare disease that 
was consuming his blood 
cells, With the aid of 
his friend Emil Nikos, 


BLOOD HUNT 
Aside from Spider-Man, Me 
he Hu 


the Lizara 


ai 


he attempted to find 


a cure, Together, they produced an experimental 


Blood thirst 
formula derived from the DNA of vampire bats. Morbius and Spider-Man have both fought 


They also tried to stimulate the creation of more together and worked as a team. On one 


blood cells in Morbius’ system by subjecting him c. However, Morbius cannot 
t, and he still hungers for 


radioactive blood 


to electrical shock treatments. The process saved cape 


his life, but ata terrible cost 


UNEXPECTED SIDE EFFECTS 


The electric shock treatments somehow caused the 
bat formula to mutate within the body of Dr 
Michael Morbius. The quiet and unassuming 
scientist was suddenly transformed into a creature 
that resembled a supernatural vampire. His skin lost 
all color, assuming a deathly white tint, his teeth 


w into scalpel-sharp fangs, and he now had an 


animalistic and uncontrollable lust for human 
blood. He also possessed superhuman strength. 
Unable to control himself, Morbius attacked and 
killed his friend Nikos. As he was about ro feed on 
him, Morbius was suddenly horrified by what he 
had become. He ran from the dead body, and has 


been running ever since 


THE BAY EXTRACT--THE TORMENT 
ELECTRICAL SHOCK ALL AND THE HEN 
ACTING Ox 


Tone Piet VAMPIRES h Sis nom 


sed with obtaining some of Spidey’s ble 


ture him, Morbius stopped at nothing to 
out the wall-crawler. He 
Peter's friends, such as € 


n kidnapped some of 


Morbius also. 


turned to othe ¢ of these, Dr. 


Andrea J 
Hydra, a ter 


infiltrate the Kingpin's mob. Spider-Man and the 


vampire hunter Blade managed to destroy them, 


but Morbius escaped in the resulting confusion, 


From image to rea 


The last chi 

saw before 

a poster for a movie called 
The Al Capone Mob. 


This image had such ar 
influence on the criminal 


recovered 
Hammerhead became 
obsessed with the 


gangster period. 


Ve | gang 


N SO many ways, Hammerhead is a throwback to the 


er movies of the 1920s. He favors clothing and 


weaponry that are more suited to that period than today 


However, beneath his outmoded exterior lurks a criminal 


mastermind, Hammerhead’s real name is unknown even to him. 


Many years ago, Dr. Jonas Harrow, 


medical license for conducting ill 


1 surgeon who had lost his 
experiments, found a dying 


unman in a New York City back alley. Seeing an opportunity to 


save a man’s life and redeem his own reputation, Harrow operated 


Whirwee wannow NOR THe MAN WHOSE LEE 
NED SAviO EVER LEAINED THe GUNMAN'S TRE 
BOT aioe Ts Beare Ae LEE? 


GANG War 


Spider-Man first came across Hammerhead 
when the villain started a gang war with the 
criminal organization led by Doctor 
Octopus (see pages 44-45). The wall-crawler 
managed to stop the war before any 


Hammerhead has returned on many 
occasions. Aside from Spider-Man and 
Doctor Octopus, Hammerhead has also 
warted with Norman Osborn, Silvermane 


and the Kingpin (see 


He once attempted a takeover of the New 


York branch of the Maggia, an international 
criminal organization, but a crime los 
known as Don Fortunato defeated him and 
forced him to swear allegiance. It is very 


probable, however, that Hammerhead is 


already plotting to overthrow his boss. 


on the gunman, replacing 
much of his shattered skull 
with a special steel alloy 

In doing so, Harrow 
transformed the unnamed 


thug into Hammerhead. 


A head start 
Thanks to his steel-plated skull 


Hammerhead can easily flatten 
enemies, smash through wall 
nd even withstand a spider 
powered punch 


vee nay SEAN 
TCWONEEEEEYON! 


SILVERMANE 


N ICKNAMED “SILVERMANE” because his hair 


turned gray while he was still in his forties, the 


elderly Silvio Manfredi has been a professional 


criminal for most of his life. By the time he was a 


teenager, Silvio had already joined the crime syndicate 
known as the M Usi 


Silvio rose through the ranks until he became head of his 


unning and ruthlessness, 


own crime family. He eventually branched out and 


formed an alliance with Hydra, a worldwide 


organization dedicated to global domination. Using his 


new contacts, Silvermane formed an international 


crime ring that was devoted to the 


manufacturing and trafficking of drugs 


THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH 


As Silvermane grew older he became obsessed with 


finding, the secret co immortality. He eventually learned 


ribed with a formula that 


of an ancient stone tablet 


his youth. Once 


could allegedly re 


idnapped 
18-19 


he obtained the tablet, 


Dr. Curt Connor 


and forced him to prepare the serum 


1 of Silvermane’s 


Spider 


plan and rescued Connors, but 


couldn't prevent the ancient 


from drinking the 


hi vitality. The effects 


eventually wore off, and Silvermane 


reverted 


ows wopry, a! 
fae cBeeaon ) | 
Fie RET Wn) 


Over the edge 


DEATH OF THE STACYS 2% 


WEN STACY was the first woman who truly captured the 
G heart of Peter Parker. He fell deeply in love with her and 

was convinced that they would spend the rest of their lives 
together. Gwen lived with her widowed father, George Stacy, a 
retired New York City police captain, He liked Peter and 
approved of the relationship. George also seemed to have a 
grudging respect for Spider-Man, and he wanted to learn more 


about the masked crime fighter. He and his good friend Joe 


a * LZ 
Robertson often met to discuss the wall-crawler, in an attempt to 

‘ é No control 
uncover Spider-Man's secret identity. Meanwhile, Peter and eeerern 
Gwen continued to grow close, but tragedy was on the horizon sever Octopt 
ter designed a 
his enemy—a special 
ld sever Ock’s mental 


THE FATAL Fiuio 


The return of Doctor Octopus to New York pushed Spider-Man to the 


However, little did 
Dus Consequences 


limit, Somehow, the Doc had become more powerful than ever. But this new weapon would bring, 


Spidey had one more trick up his sleeve. The wall-crawler managed to 


corner Doctor Octopus on a rooftop, while on the street below, George 
Stacy arrived in time to watch 
as the two started to battle 
During the course of their 


. Spider-Man sprayed 


Ock with a special web-fluid 
The night 


Gwen lay 


The metal tentacles 


immediately went wild 
knocking over a nearby 


chimney. As Spider-Man 


the Goblin hurled 
ge. Spider-Man 
ut a web-line that 


grappled with Doctor 


Octopus, George Stacy saw that a small boy was about to be hit by the 


falling debris. Without thinking of his own safery, George rushed ght the falling Gwen by the leg 


forward. He pushed the child clear of da but was buried beneath 


tons of masonry et that she was 


Last request 
Horrified at what had happened, 


Killed by his own glider 


As much as he hated the Green Goblin after 


revealed that he had deduced 


Spider-Man's seeret identity. Spider-Man realized that he 


0 take care of 
s special web» 


pr causing the death of « the last moment 


c 


i led the Green Goblin, killing 
filled with remorse 


jcorge Stacy, Spider-Man was 


THE PUNISHER 


: HE MAN who became the Punisher had 
© |} intended to be a priest when he grew up. 
However, Frank Castiglione began to question 


his vocation when he realized that he had a 


problem with granting forgiveness to people 
who broke the commandments. 
Shortly after he dropped out of the 
seminary, Frank met Maria Falconio. 


Fatal picnic 
While on leave in Ne 
his wife and two children to Central P. 


k, Frank Castle « 


picnic. They accidentally stumbled upe 
land kil 
Since the priesthood was no longer identified and immediately opened fire on th 


They fell in love and were married The mobsters fearcd b 


Castles. Frank somehow managed to survive 


an option, Frank enlisted in the 


but his wife and children did not 
rines. He served numerous tours in war zones, and shortened his name 


to Castle, Frank underwent SEAL (sea, ait, and land) and UDT 
g. He rose to the rank of captain, and 


(underwater demolition team) training 
was nicknamed the Punisher because he was so relentless against the enemy. 


Traumatized by the incident, Frank Cast 


vowed to punish the mc 


He deserted the Marines and outfitted 


himse 


ff for a one-man war on crime 


d his life forever. 


Then, a tragic family outing chai 


REVENGE Isn't SWEET 


The brutal murder of his family made Frank decide to 


pod use. He concentrated on 


put his military training to g 


punishing criminals who were beyond the reach of the 


law. Frank eventually learned the identity of the who 


murdered his family. He hunted them down and eliminated them 


the entire criminal 


all—before dedicating his life to punish 
underworld. Though he uses lethal force against th 
Punisher protects innocent people from harm and he never 


battles the police 


Pawn of the Jackal 
The Punisher first met Spider-M: ifter th 


death of Gwen S 


head of killing Norman Ost 


hat Osborn had been the Gr 


d lied « 


Medal of Freed 


family 


aped. Later, a before th 


er pretended to be the Punis 


Spidey and Frank learned that the 


was a man called Jigsaw, who 


Allies or adversari 
Spider-Man and the 


repeatedly teamed up, but they are 


ot friends. Frank sees the v 


lacks 


1¢ stomach to use 
-Man thinks the Punisher is 


cnted serial killer who uses 


prable actions to ultimately 


wants to get Frank off the 
ets. Th hey constantly 
rer between being allics and 


ider-Man and the 


Punisher both try co pre 


ind circumstances 


innocer 


force them to work together 


The Jackal’s gloves and boots are 
equipped with razor-sharp steel 
claws. These claws are often coated 


with poison or hallucin 
or attached to electrical devices 
that can shock an enemy 


a human 


GENETIC CHANGE 


THE JACKAL 


HE MAN who ultimately became the Jackal was originally a 

shy and unassuming biology teacher at Empire State 

University. Professor Miles Warren taught both Peter Parker 
and Gwen Stacy. Warren found himself quite taken with the 


ed that his feelings were only 


beautiful Gwen, though he belie 
avuncular in nature. When she was accidentally killed during a 


cen Goblin (see pages 


battle between Spider-Man and the 
82-83), the grief-stricken Warren fell into a deep depression. 


He suddenly realized that he had actually been in love with Gwen. 


THE JACKAL UNMASKED 
Warren blamed Spider-Man for Gwen's death, and he 


Professor Mile 
was actually the man 


vowed vengeance upon the wall-crawler. 


FROM MADMAN TO MURDERER 


One night, Warren was approached by a mysterious 


figure named Scrier (see page 141), who offered to help 
Warren with his secret experiment in cloning humans. 


Since Warren had taken cell samples from all his students, he 


immediately wanted to try to resurrect Gwen Stacy, but Scrier 
suggested that he begin with another student. Peter Parker was 
chosen. Warren's lab assistant eventually learned that he was 
growing human clones and threatened to expose him, Warren 
became enraged and killed the man. Unable to accept 
responsibility for his actions, the mentally unstable Warren 
convinced himself that some unknown predator had done it, 


someone who acted like a human jackal, 


Tae THe Bay E ciesr wANy GEN 
SEY, FABMRED HER Bie AS 
A aoee stubenT atrarT ANC 
lArrenrive--PeRwArs sue REMINDED 
ae Or re Beacgwre Preven 


Though the Jacka Bring her back 
is peiess ae), Though Miles Warren had at first believed 
that he looked on Gwen as a daughter, he 


rst appeared ater realized that he was actually in love 
mid h with her. Cloning Gwen was his way of 


His evil twin 


To distance himself from the Jackal, Miles 


“THE NEAT SEVERAL MONTHS WERE QUITE BUBY ONES, PARKER. I HAD TO CARE FOR THE CLONES, 
DESIGN MY JACKAL EQUIPMENT AND COSTUME, TRAIN MYSELP ATHLETICALLY, Atk THE WHILE BEING 
DRIVEN BY ONE CONSUMING PASSION: Warren designed a costume and some personal 


weaponry for his other identity. He planned to 


use the Jackal to get his revenge on Spider 
Man. In addition, Professor Warren continued 
co conduct his cloning experiments, He 
eventually produ 
Parker. That's whe 
his rival for Gwen's affection 


d a perfect duplicate of Peter 


he suddenly realized that 


greatest enemy. Warren then attempted to 
recreate Gwen Stacy, He produced a clone with 
all the girl's memories up to the time that he 
had taken her cell samples. But she also shared 
the original Gwen's emotions. She, too, loved 


Peter Parker and had absolutely no romantic 


Clone confusion a re eT 

Afier being knocked unconscious during a oad 
battle with the Jackal, Spider-Man awoke to 
find himself facing himself. One web-slinger 


was the real Spider-Man and the other was 


the Spider-Clone... but who was who: 


=-THE HATRED I A&eL 
FOR YOU, BECAUSE OF ; a 
| WHAT YOU 070 TO A living weapon 
THIS POOR, DARLING ae 

YOUNG Guage? A 


The Jackal programmed the Gwen 


clone with post-hypnotie command: 


and used her as a psychological weapon 


against the web-swinger. Peter was 


shocked when he first saw the new 


Gwen, and could only stare at her in 


disbelief. Later, the Gwen clone br 
the Jackal’s 


ily defied her creator. As the 


rental control, and 


two Spider-Men battled, a bomb that 


the Jackal had planted suddenly 


exploded, The blast appeared to kill . 


both Professor Warren and one of the 
HER LIFE: Spider-Men—but was the menace 


of the Jackal over 


Resurrection HAMMERHEAD 
DOESN'T 
Miles Warren appeared to die in the 10, «| caeaer THINGS 


explosion, In actual fact he had cloned LIKE THIS~~ 


himself, and sent his double to die in his v0be OCK BOTH: 
place, Entering a genetic accelerator, Miles 

Warren altered his own DNA. He assumed 
th 


haracteristics of a true jackal and 


enhar agility, and speed 10 
Is. He had devised a truly 
ewisted plan co get his revenge on the wall 


crawler, a plan that became known as the 


Clone Saga (see pages 136 


Third Green Goblin 
Harry was placed under the care of Dr 
Barton Hamil 


PEAS acre | WE eae? 


a: "Bl 


‘Too young 
After Spider-Man defeated the second Green 
Goblin, Peter Parker couldn't abandon his friend 


“Been 


OTHER GREEN GOBLINS 


- AROLD “HARRY” Osborn was Peter Parker's best friend (see 


n, who successfully 


Even though he knew that Harry planned to him of his insanity. Hamilton 
reveal his secret identity, he removed Harry's even found purge Har 
costume before the authorities arrived. When ing been th 


pages 14-15). He was also one of Spider-Man's deadliest foes. Harry awoke, he confessed ro being the original Green ¢ 


Green Goblin. However, since th Harry's secre 


The son of millionaire industrialist Norman Osborn, Harry police knew ; 
hecame the third 


‘ F that the Gol n active for many years, 
had long been a troubled man. His mother died while he was a heagune: Ga Fallagizcing aad Fries causal 
child, and his father buried himself in his work and was a ignored everything he said mask, not realizing that his f 


actually Hamilton's prisoner. 


domineering parent who rarely had time for his son. As a resule, fa 1 

) inally escaped and te 
Harry grew up feeling inadequate. He both resented his father and rb Hamilon, The third Gre 
would do almost anything to win his approval. Harry attended The Best ef examites © wis was eventually killed b 


you'r 
Pevenamnir. 
Baer HaMn intended for Spider-Man 


Standard High School with Gwen Stacy. He had a crush on her, but After his father’s death, 
Harry curned against Peer 


never found the courage to ask her our. Both Harry and Gwen cur mel 


n plotting 


went to college at Empire State University, where they met Peter his former friend's is Veaaif Sroe ea Te ee 
{lary Ol, Parker. After a rocky start, Harry began to form a friendship with desuction Ie beieved thar Raw Sngte Ste Se 
Gren Goblin afer Peter, OF course, this was before he discovered that his father was avenge ee eciers death wo 


his fasher died the Green Goblin and that Peter was Spider-Man. prove that he was strong enough 
to be the new Green Goblin. 


Harry's FAILURES Oren cama 
Peter introduced Harry Osborn to Mary Jane Watson, and the nwo tee 


began to date. But Mary Jane didn’t want a serious relationship, and she claimed dhat he wa 


dumped him as soon as he became too possessive, Frustrated over his He 2rsinal Green 


failure with Mary Jane and depressed over his relationship with his didn’ bli 
father, Harry turned to drugs. When Norman Osborn learned that By becoming 
Harry had almost died from an overdose, he blamed Peter Parker and predators 


wanted revenge, Norman became the Green Goblin and kidnapped COSTUME CHANGE 


Gwen Stacy, who died in the resulting battle (see pages 82- 


TOSSES Covering up 
—— 4 Still under the 
influence of the drugs 
he had been taking, 
secretly witnessed Spider 
Man's final battle with the 
original Green Goblin, He 


ns y 
> ind built 
hil Uric 4 


Living with the cure 


Peter never gave up on Harry, and 


was impaled. Before anyone 


else arrived, Harry removed 
the Goblin’s mask and 
costume from his father’s 


body. He made absolutely 


sure that the police couldn’ 
link the dead industrialist 
with the Green Goblin, 


ss, Harry became the 


ant of his father's company 


He met and began co date 


Using clues left in his father's diaries, Allen, one of Peter's high sc 

Harry learned that Peter Parker was the classmates. They eloped, and Li 

web-head, and became determined to eventually gave birth to a child, Their 

destroy Spider-Man, He the wall marriage always seemed peaceful and 
happy on the surface, but the specter 


crawler was equally determined to see 


of the Osborn legacy continued to 


that Harry got the help he needed to 


haunt them, and eventually le 


$13, 


cure his madness, Spider-Man. 


fuk 


WILL 0° THE WISP 


OSSESSING A ghostlike appearance and powers to match, 
Will O' The Wisp is one of Spider-Man's eeries 
ckson Arvad was a scientist who specialized in 


lies. 


electromagnetic research. When faced with the danger of losing 


his funding, he began to work late into the night, desperate to amine 


prove that his research could produce concrete and commercial Arvuad was so tired from 
working late at the lab that 


results, Working without any real rest, Arvad eventually grew 


i i 4 1 prevent the 
careless and caused an unfortunate accident. A gravimetric power avon shar trned him 


i : i Will O° The Wi 
surge plunged Arvad into a self-sustaining magnetic 


field, and somehow caused the molecules in his 
body to gradually disperse. 


FALLING APART 


Instead of dying, Arvad learned that he could 

control his molecules and keep them together. 
Arvad feared that he would eventually lose this 
ted Dr. Jor 
criminal surgeon who had given Hammerhead 


control and cont s Harrow, the 


(see page 80) his powers. While pretending t0 
help Arvad, Harrow planted a device in his 
skull that forced him to obey Harrow's 
commands. Under this influence, Arvad 
committed a number of robberies, and this led 


By willing himself to assume his 
to a clash with Spider-Man. With Spidey’s aid, bead ' 


minimum density, Will O" The Wisp can 
however, Arvad managed to free himself from become immaterial and pass through 
Harrow control; solid objects. This process produces a 
bright, sparkling light 


MAXIMUM DENSITY 
Will O' The Wisp can control the subatomic 
electromagnetic particles that hold his body together: 
This allows him to alter his density at will. He can 
make his flesh and muscles as hard as sel and 


MORE GHOST THAN MAN 
Will O° The Wisps voice sounds as cold 


and distant as his personality, and he 
hasn't attempted to form any lasting 


sempre ain siperhumen sesh as ¢ result friendships ince he rsfermation, He 
er, he can only maintain maximum jest sao aan a 


density for about 10 minutes. 


ju 


ve and has fought Spider-Man 
nearly as ofien as hes aided him. 


OTHER WORLDLY 
Will O° The Wisp can 

will the molecules of bis 
body t0 oscillate a short 


distance from himself 
incarthly spirit. 


ig him look like an 


A glowing ball 

Will O' The Wisp can 
also fly by becoming, 
lighter than air, and 
expelling a trail of 
excess molecules behind 


WHERE THERES A wate 
Will O° The Wisp also has the ability to 

off so much light when pl coupon Fe doc ont Bf ect 
he does this that he chest embl 
appears to be an 
ethereal glowing sphere. 


him. He usually gives 


n to law bright enough to 


hypnotize anyone whois g 


ing at it 


tae, Vea 


ROCKET RACER E 


OBERT FARRELL always had a need for speed 
‘The oldest of seven children, he was a science whiz who 


often went skateboarding when he wanted privacy. The 


sport gave him a sense of freedom, and he loved to feel the 


wind whipping at his face. 


ees! | DAILY: E 
MORGUE | 


However, he hung up his 
board when his father lef 
the family, To help his 


mother, Robert joined the Air 


[rated aBixbahe| 
Money troubles 
Spider-Man decided to help the 


Force after he graduated from 


high school. He sent most of his 
money home, and learned how to 

e Rocket Racer once he learned 
about his t 
By curni 
Farrell had put further financial 


pressure on his family as they 


build and repair jet engines. After 


bled background. 


he was discharged, Robert ybernetc link > crime, Robert 


planned to get a good job 


and make life a lot easier needed the services of a bail 


for his mother, bondsman, After he had served 
his sentence, Robert thought his 


days as the Rocket Racer were 


over, until he learned that Spider 


NEED FOR CASH 


Unfortunately, before Robert 


Man had been accused of a crime 
While attempting to help the 
web-swinger, the Rocket 
met Silver Sable (see page 110) 
and she offered him a job as one 


Racer 


could start looking for work, 
his mother suffered a heart 


attack, Faced with mounting hospital of her superpowered mercenaries 


bills and the need to support his siblings, 
Robert became desperate for cash. 


WALL-RIDER 
The Rocket Racer can perform the 


He turned to crime, combining his 


flair for engines with his love of 
i most difficult stunts 


skateboarding to become the 


Rocket Racer 


A failure as a crook 
After many hours of 
practice, the Rocket Racer 
committed his first rime 


MASTER INVENTOR 
Robert Farre 


inventor, Than 


He stole a briefcase filled 


with negotiable securities, atural 


and was immediately 
captured by Spider-Man. 
Then Rocket Racer learned 
the identity of an embezaler 
and attempted to blackmail 
him, When the embezzler 


=-UNTIL I CAN YMSH 
YOu Wind THE 
BUILT, 


RIGHT INTO MY v 


tried to kill Robert, Spider 
Man intervened and saved 


the Rocket Racer's life 


BLACK CAT 


ELICIA HARDY was only 
13 years old when she learned that 


her father had a secret life. Though 


Walter Hardy pretended to be a 
traveling salesman, he was actually a 
famous cat burglar. When her dad was 


captured and sentenced to life in 


prison, Felicia decided to 
take up where he left off 
She began a physical training program to increase her 
strength, endurance, and agility. She also studied the martial 
arts, and acquired skills such as lockpicking and safecracking 
After years of preparation, Felicia designed a costume to hide her 


identity, and went out to seek fun and excitement as the Black Cat 


Bap Luck 


A real black cat is supposed to bring bad luck, and Felicia tried to 


use that old superstition to her advantage. Before committi 


crime, she studied the surrounding area and chose an escape 


route, She then rigged the location so that convenient 
accidents stopped anyone who attempted to chase her, Walls 
collapsed, ropes snapped, and cars suddenly lost control 

These carefully planned tricks convinced her enemies that 
the Black Cat caused bad luck to befall anyone who 


crossed her path. 


noe Sore 


Bon wr .oR0/ Twi 


The spider-shrine 


Spider-Man and the Black Cat crossed paths so 
often that the feline criminal became attracted 
to the wall-crawler, She even built a shrine in 


his honor, filling it with pictures and Black Cat fir 


! She also changed 
» help Spider-Man 


battle criminals. Eventually, she succeeded in 


mementos of the web 


her evil ways and started 


winning Spider-Man's love, as well as a pardon 


for her past offenses 


A costumed couple 
Realizi hat the Black Cat 


1 no superpowers of her 
own, Spider-Man started to fear 
for her safety and tried to 
discourage her from joining him 
against his superhuman enemies. 
Felicia immediately went on a 
quest (0 gain superpower 
Scientists in the employ of an 
unknown benefactor claimed 
they could help her if she agreed 


to work for their boss 


but she was so desperate that she agreed o his terms. The 


scientists somehow gave h 
to cause improbable thi 


and guns backfire, She now 


that she once used to fake with elal 


ez 323225 


<2 
mz 
pOUO 
men 


m>: 


SP-SPIDER... 


She suspected the man wa: 


er the ability to affec 
happen. Machines would explode 
ruly possessed the bad luc 


Pawn of the Kingpin 
The Black Car eventually learned that the man 
beh 
He 


Man. When the wall-crawler learned about her 


her new powers was actually the Kingpin 


ave them to her to get revenge on Spider 


connection to the Kingpin, he ended his 


\\ relationship with the Black Cat 


| J 
| | 


On the prowl 
After splictin; 
Cat traveled th 
ir with a criminal known 


h Spider-Man, the Black 


ugh Europe where she 


as the Foreigner, who had beet i 
married co Silver Sable (see page 110). ' 
The Black Car didn’t return to New York Peter 


until after Peter Parker was married, and 


she decided to annoy her ex-boyfriend by 
ping out with Flash Thompson 
To her 


with Flash, and was 


stopped secing her 


The Cat's Eye 
Having completely reformed, the 
Black Car established her own 


private security agency: Cat's Eye 


background checks, bodyguards, 


and bounty hunters, and 


specializes in installing 
bu 


One of her employees is a 


computer whiz named Loop who 


used to work with her father. He 


is currently serving time in 
ty prison, and he 


minimum-sect 
keeps in touch via a computer 
hidden in his jail cel 


{2 


The Gathering of Five 


og SPIDER-WOHAN ar iia 


ORE THAN one woman has taken on the 
mantle of Spider-Woman—in total, there have 


glider-wings and power to three of th leaving the other two. 
been four (although one of them turned out to aed by precy as granted the gift of 
be the creation of an evil genius). The first Spider ais powers andl ig Dewfound 


Woman was the daughter of an American 


anthropologist and his British wife. When 
she was a child, Jessica Drew was exposed to 
radiation which made her seriously ill. 

Hi 


showed that a spider had a far 


ather's research into spiders 


greater resistance to radiation than a human 
So he injected Jessica with a serum of spider's 
blood, causing her to fall into a coma, When 


she awoke, years later, Jessica didn’t realize that 


Spider-Woman #3 
Mattie became the third costumed 
erself Spider-Woman. 
Josely with Madam Web and 


Jessica Drew, Mattie has battled super 


the serum had given her strange powers. Then, at 


17, she accidentally discharged a blast of bioelectricity 


that almost killed her boyfriend! 


criminals such as Doctor Octopus, the 
Rhino, and a fourth Spider-Woman 
Dark Destiny who had been created by Doctor 


Octopus. Mattie currently attends an 
Horrified by what she had done, Jessica ran away. She was 


Il-girls private high school, and hi 


discovered by agents of Hydra, a terrorist organization, who 


taken a hiatus from crime fig 
recognized her unique abilities. They brainwashed her and p! 
to use her as an assassin, but Jessica had other ideas, Escapin; 
Hydra, she began her career as a costumed crime fighter. Calling 2 \ : 2 SPIDER-WOMAN 
herself Spider-Woman, Jessica moved to San Francisco and became ZB 7 ‘ Y 


a private detective in her civilian identity 


iA She's electric 


Jessica has the power to r ‘ 
generate and project a form of j 

Bioclectricity, Her blasts can 

stun or kill ac close range, and of met 

reach a maximum distance of oven " 


25 feet. She also exudes a high 


oncentation of pheromones Caught in her web 
that elicit desire in men and 


After her treatment, Julia found that she developed 
fear in women. some amazing new powers. She could 
web,” a web of psychically produced strand: 


could trap anyone, She could also produce enough 
psi-energy through her hands and fi 


to stick to walls, On top of this, 


HER CARE nd was abl 10 ton: 
0 % od and incredible agili 
Men, Wolverine che Th 


SPIDER-MAN IN THE ’808 


Y PERSONAL relationship with Spidey suddenly turned 
M professional during the spring of 1981. I was hired as an 
editor for Marvel Comics and assigned all three Spider-Man 
titles, while Mark Gruenwald became my assistant editor 
Other developments included John Romita, Jr. making, comic 


book history when he began to illustrate his father’s former title. 


Roger Stern intrigued the fans with the mysteries surrounding the 
Hobgoblin. Bill Mantlo ignited a love affair between Spidey and 
the Black Cat. And J.M. DeMatteis began to explore the web- 
head’s relationships with his world and himself. 

Alas, all good things come to 


an end. I was promoted and 


had to give up the spider-titles 


But my connection with 
Spidey wasn't quite over. Given 


a chance to write The A 


engers, 


Roger Stern decided to led 
The Amazing Spider-Man. 
Danny Fingeroth, the editor 
who had succeeded me, offered 
the book to me. I accepted and 
was teamed up with Ron 

Frenz. We plotted “The Saga 


of the Alien Costume” and 
added a few new villains. 
Meanwhile, the multitalented Al Milgrom was writing and drawing Peter 


; Parker, The Spectacular Spider-Man, and Louise Simonson began a 
SpiderMan and his Amaving Friends #7” Wonderful run of stories in the new Web Of Spider-Man. David Micheline 
(Dec. 1981) 0 ” eventually took over Amazing, and was paired with future superstar Todd 


1V were (Cover 
McFarlane. Their sensational stint included the first appearance of Venom. 


Amazing Spicler-Man, 
#238 (March 1983) 
The Hobgoblin appears 


‘Amazing Spider-Man F = 
#222 (Now, 1981) 
Spidey vs. Speed Demon 


sive 
1985 i WN 4 


We'll meet again [RiGeT AS RAIN, 

Frcguy Pace 
SUPROSED TO Be? 
jas 


Spider-Man soon noticed that 


THE HOBGOBLIN 


T HOBGOBLIN is a true man of mystery and one of 


omeone was raiding Osborn 
old haunts, and he be 
stalk the thief, To his 


Spider-Man's most dangerous enemies. The saga of the 


Hobgoblin began with a simple bank robbery. When his en Gobl 


accomplices were captured by Spider-Man, 


one of the bandits, George Hill, escaped 
into the sewers. He soon stumbled on a 

secret hideout that had once belonged to 
Norman Osborn, the original Green Goblin (see 


pages 54-55). Realizing the value of what he had the Hal 


found, George quickly contacted an unnamed 
of Flash lowever, the real ain 
associate. But the mysterious man murdered Satara 


George and looted the lair. With the aid of 


dressed him in a duplic 
Osborn’s notes, the man found and ransacked all 


the Green Goblin’s other hideouts, too. ic tanisean 


The Hobgoblin buil 


an armor-plated battle 


He quickly came to admire Norman's genius 
but also realized that the original Green Goblin 


A van that was equipped 
had been insane. Osborn had allowed his secret 1uip 


identity to warp his thinking and cause his downfall. Vowir 


avoid his predecessor's mistakes, the man altered one of the 


Goblin’s old costumes and became the Hobgoblin. 


A DesiRE FOR POWER Ned Leeds 


A Roderick Kingsley recently revealed that he 
Realizing that he needed more power, the Hobgoblin Ned Lee hig on of amici was tha arlginal tobanblin: Acccadingsto: 
attempted to duplicate the accident that gave Norman Feeonis poopie levine: magi: Kingsley, he is the man who was contacted 


Osborn his super-strength. Bur since the Hobgoblin was Rc Bane Mon . by George Hill and taken 10 Osborns 


hidden headquarters. Though it seems that 


no fool, he rested the fomula on a criminal named Lefty 


the web-head v 


Kingsley is telling the truth, Spider 
Man isn't te 


Donovan, When the experiment was successful, the when Ned was murd 


Hobgoblin climinated Donovan and tried the procedure by terrorists while on ar 


¢ whole story. 
on himself, He then improved on Pie Hk bay 


Osborn’s formula and was able to 


give himself fa super-strength 


nal Green Goblin had by incriminating, 


evidence. Spider-Ma 
ever possessed. couldn't deny so much 
proof, Ni Is 


have been the Hobgoblin. 


400 p 


Cold and calculating 
The Hobgoblin knew how to use power 
and his main goal was to attain wealth, 


Anything or anyone who stood in his way 


was merely a problem that had to be 
climinated. Osborn had been obsessed 
with destroying Spider-Man for personal 


reasons. The Hobgoblin decided to kill the 


web-swinger because it was a good 


business decision. 
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NOTHING 
CAN STOP THE 
JUGGERNAUT 


Mission: Madam Web 
Black Tom Cassidy, an international terrorist 


HEN CAIN Marko was a learned of the existence of a psychic called 
ise tnt Kanea: Ke Madam Web. He thought that he could use 
anicleb In sated. ie her power to help defeat the X-Men, and he 
discovered an ancient naut to kidnap the woman 
temple inside a cave. On the lap of 
an idol was a big ruby with an ; Gi bet gaye 


inscription that read, “Whosoever the Juggernaut wa 

ise at toemcr al all ssrecenan thas and called Spider-Man 
Leewce ae Sobel Sparel help. Spider-Man quickly learned 
power of the Crimson Bands of that his usual tricks were uscles 
rnaut. When 


Cytorak. Henceforth, you who read ree 
y y utled himself at 


these words shall become the ma re, he just 


forevermore a human juggernaut.” bounced ider-Man 
As soon as he seized the ruby, Cain Pe ee 
Marko was transformed into the pulditt abandon ai fiend. 


invincible Juggernaut, a virtually | to fight the Juggernauc 
unstoppable engine 
of destruction. 


No winners 
Spider-Man w 
to save Madam bur 
the Juggernaut battered the 
UNSTOPPABLE AND 
INDESTRUCTIBLE rs 
The Juggernaut poseses 
enough serengeh to lift 
well over 100 tons, and 
the can also surround ve 
himself with an 


head into sul 
Then Marko ripp 

Madam Web from her lif 
support system, When the 
Juggernaut learned that 
Madam Web would die 
impenetrable force field without it, he grew annoy 
that protects him from 

all harm. 


that he had come for 


Fiery holocaust 
After abandoni 
Madam Web, the J 
‘0 rejoin Black Tom. Spid 


followed and tried co knock h 


simply caught it what 
Spider-Man thre nonste 
he could not 
His frustration growing by the 
moment, Spider-Mar 
ommandeered a tanker truck full 
of gasoline, He kicked the truck 
into rammin nd crashed 
into his enemy, unleashing a fiery 
The Juggernaut merely 
activated his personal force field and 
barely noticed the searing 


A desperate maneu 


The battle moved to a construction 
ite, and Spidey had an idea. Leapiny 
upon the Juggernaut, he wrapped his 
arms over his enemy's mask and 

omehow managed to hang on as he 


ided the wild Juggernau 


poured building foundation, 


HUH? ~ 


INTO A RECENTLY POURED 
FOUNDATION OF WET 
CEMENT! 


EE Aili. TS 


WELL... HOW ABOUT THAT! 
CONGRATULATIONS, STUMBLE- 


SEOFMou suscaee RIGHT As the Juggernauc stepped into the still 


wet concrete foundatic 
ged him ro the borrom. Bic 


thanks to the mystical properties 


I DON'T UNDERSTAND WHATS 
A‘KEEPIN’ THE BOY! AFTER ALL, 


AN 
FAR AS I KNOW. 


TRAPPED IN HER OM 
Mi 


wee 
lam Web’ special life-support » 
h, kept her 


mitored her heal 
stable, and attended 10-all of her need 


MapaM Wes 


Blind since birth, Cassandra Webb 
learned of her psychic powers | 
when she was a child. She became 

a professional medium called 
Madam Web and used her abilities 


. However, when she 


t help oth 


Was a young woman, she learned 


that a mysterious disease had 
begun to attack her central 
nervous system, Her husband 


discovered that she would be 


completely paralyzed, so he 


designed an electronic weblike life- | 
support system to keep her alive. 
Supported by this system, but 
completely dependent upon it, 
Madam Web used her psychic 
powers to learn that Peter Parker 
was the man behind the Spider 

: has since 


Man costume. 
secretly aided the wall-crawler 

on many occasions, Madam Web 
recently took part in a mystical 


mony called the Gathering of | 
Five that somehow restored her 
youth. She also became the 

mentor of Mattie Franklin, who 
served for a time as Spider- 
Woman (see pages 94-95). 


COM! YOURE w Together, forever 


CLOAK AND DAGGER 


LOAK AND Dagger are runaways: two lonely teenagers who ran 
away to New York City to seek a better life. Fate, however, had 


other plans for them. Tandy Bowen grew up in Shaker Heights 


af Cloak and Dagger's 


Ohio, the daughter of a multimillionaire and his trophy supermodel 
wife. Her dad abandoned the family while Tandy was young, and her 


mother was too busy with her career and social life to pay much 


attention to the girl. Even her boyfriend forgot about her as soon as 


HEY! WO 
TURNED 
by 


he went to college. Feeling empty and alone, Tandy boarded a bus for 


A shadow world 
Ty and Tandy limped out of the laboratory, leaving Hidden with folds of Cloak’s hoode 


Struggle for survival 


New York City with dreams of becoming a dancer. ‘Tyrone Johnson, 


or Ty, had a very different background. Ty was raised in the slums bchind the bodies ofthe less fortunate victims. 


dark dim an immaterial, feat 


Light and dark 


of South Boston, Massachusetts, and had been born with a wemingly endless void that sucks the vitaliv 
i lathe from anyo 1 enough to enter it Cloak feels a constant desir 


speech impediment—a terrible stutter 


By entering his own dark dimension, fill the terrible void of h 
When his best friend died because secs Cloak is abl d 


Ty was unable to say the words that iniis including Dagger, anywhere he can visualize pe satiated b 


might have saved him, the 


distraught teenager fled Boston. 


FAILED EXPERIMENT 


Shortly after arriving in New 


York, Ty saved ‘Tandy from a 
purse snatcher. But as the 
two teenagers started to 
become friends, they 

were kidnapped and Let there be light 


taken to a secret Dagger has the power to hurl light fro 


laboratory, Here 


Simon Marshall, a nutes, If Day 


load a person’ 


pharmaceutical chemist 


who worked for tk ertain physical symptom: 
leader Silvermane (see p 

81), was developing a 

synthetic drug, a cheap heroin 

substitute that could be 

smuggled into the country easily 

He beg hy 


n experimenting on 


tecnage runaways, but most of 
them died. Only nwo survived! 
Tyrone and Tandy, Mysteriously 
Marshall's drug transformed them 
into the superpowered 


Cloak and Da 


105) 


HYDRO-MAN 


ORRIS BENCH was a crewman on a cargo ship 
that was lowering an experimental generator into 


the ocean, when he was accidentally knocked 


overboard by Spider-Man. At that moment the generator 


began ro malfunction, and Morris was exposed to 


unknown energies, seawater, and underwater volcanic 


gases. After he was rescued, Morris discovered that he viervatzy 
UNTOUCHABLE 


could transform all or part of his body into water. Morris 


was furious at what had happened to him, and he set out. 


to find those he consid 


ed responsible and make them 


pay—and that included Spider-Man 


THE Muo MONSTER 


After their first few battles, Spider-Man defeated Hydro-Man by 
splattering him over an area that was so big that Morris 
evaporated before he could reassemble himself 


But Hydro-Man returned and joined forces 


Hydro-Man quickly realized that he 


with the Sandman (see pages 46-47) against 
wasn't cut out for a solo crime career, He 


their enemy, Spidey. They nearly succeeded 


joined with the Beetle, Boomerang, the 


in killing the web-head, but a freak Rhino, and Speed Demon to form the 


accident caused the two criminals to Sinister Syndicate. They were hired to 


merge, transforming them into a assassinate Silver Sable, but Spider-Man 


giant mud creature and the newly reformed Sandman 
7 managed to stop them 


MANY FORMS 
Since Hydr 


UNIQUE TRAVEL 
Hydro-Man can convert 


monster until it 
crumbled to pieces. 
It took many months before the 
Sandman and Hydro-Man 


could disconnect from 


CHANCE 


A FORMER professional gambler, Nicholas Powell 


combines his new career with his old. Unlike most 
criminal mercenaries, Chance does not get paid in 
advance. He bets his services against his fee. Only if he 


succeeds in his mission does he receive payment. Powell 


became Chance because he loves the thrill of risking his 


A GAMBLING MAN life for a grand prize. He first met Spider-Man when he WAIST BLASTERS 
las Powell became Chance bee Chance gaun 
ce ling A was hired to kill a criminal named Andre Bouillon. banca , 


Chance also wagered his fee at double-or-nothing that 


0 discharge mini-g 


he could slay Spidey, too. Powell lost that particular bet 


and was arrested by the police, but the charges were later shar he wes 
ics brick walls 
Other missions dropped due to lack of evidence. 

Chance was hired co 
Raymond Trask. Bur Spider 


M. 


and drove the mercenary 


THE LiFe FOUNDATION 


A survivalist group called the Life Foundation hired Chance to hijack a 


arrived on the scene 


off. A few months later, 
shipment of experimental weapot Bi \¢ Life Foundation had 
Soa eat area hipmenc of experimental weaponry. But the Life Foundation had 


penthouse and offered Nim other plans, too. They kidnapped Chance and attempted to 


wager. He knew duplicate his wrist blasters and ankle jets. Still on Chance’ 


someone else wanted to kill trail, Spider-Man was forced to save the mercenary’s 


him, so Trask bet Chance life. Working together, Spidey and Powell battled 
$20,000 that the mercenary 


patie kecknas and defeated the Life Foundation 
Chance took the wager 

When Trask tried ro double 
cross him, Chance outsmarted Chances equipment 
the casino owner and collected 


The good life 
Whenever he isn't working, 
Nicholas Powel 


life, He lives in a plush penthouse 


apartment, surrounded by expensive 


furniture and objets d'art. He dates a 


bevy of beautiful women, attends the 


most prestigious cultural events, and 
enjoys fine dining. He also jetsets 


around the world. 


1 brs helme 


His helmet enables him 


THE ALIEN = Pope ae 
COSTUME Sihaw7Aiy i... 


was brought co the satellite by a near 


omnipotent being called the 


HEN HIS spider-sense +H ale Bey The Beyonder wanted 
suddenly flared with the force ‘ Hetded aba visite Sghea wat ona 


. _ ! planet called Bartleworld, Spider 
of an exploding bomb, Peter i ‘ Man fought many battles, and his 


Parker instantly realized that he was [iN La ee ee 
2 . qi a i found a machine that could replace 
in intense danger. Almost blind with ited Athi Se 

pain, our hero struggled to locate the aR UReRDUnnD 
source of this new threat. He changed i aiaaaiasa 
into his costume and followed the Spidey’ arn. and didn st 
tingles deep into New York's Central 

Park. Hidden from view by a forest of 

trees, Spider-Man was shocked to KNOW ITALL 
discover a strange-looking alien Theat 
structure that rose from the ground. Baas 
As he approached the unknown 
edifice, dazzling lights suddenly Cshiaged 
engulfed Spider-Man and he bafare be did 
disappeared within the blinding blaze. 


seemed to 


fier defeating the villains and escaping th 
Beyonder, the heroes returned to Earth, and 
Spider-Man took his alien costume with him, 


He learned that his new suj 


DIFFERENT LOOK 
At first Peter was surprised 
by his new l then 
he realized night 
have been subconsciously 
influenced by the design of 
the new Spider-Woma 
costume worn by 


TATTERS AWAY When you wish upon a suit 

As the alien suit slithered Peter and his alien costume were always in some 
cover Spider-Man, it absorbed kind of psychic contact, even when physically 
and dissolved away the tatters separated. If the costume was in a different 

af his old costume. room, it came at Peter's mental summor 


oanic 
AppeRRANCE THAT SOU 


ogre ites ZAIND! FASCMATING 
re ot FASE 


ming with 
memory of his nocturnal 
adventures. All he knew 
he felt more 

d than before he 


ZAZZa 
CRPENTLIRE, FT 


Tes alive! 
After an exhaustive series of tests, Mr, Fantastic made a 
startling pronouncement. Instead of an amazing suit 
composed of some unknown extraterrestrial fabric, Spidey’s 
ly a living creature, It was a sentient 


new costume was actu 


symbiote who had formed a mental and physical bond with 


the web-swinger, 
Sneak attack 

As soon as the symbiote’s secret was revealed 

it attempted to permanently graft itself to Spider 

Man's body. Spider-Man did all he could to RISKING DEATH 
escape from the costume, but the symbiote 


tightened its grip on him, almost crushing Spidey 


rds had just wanted to be fiee 


from the symbiote 


at the symbiote was v 


discovered 
certain sound frequencies. Using these sound 
waves, Richards managed to separate Spidey from 


the costume. Ar last our hero was free and the 


alien was impris 


Escape 


and pounced 


Later, the symbiote escaped from the laborator 

on the unsuspecting Spider-Man. In desperation, Spider-Man 
lured the alien to the bell tower of Our Lady Of Saints 

Church. He knew that the sound of the bells could free him 

from the symbiote. The alien, knowing that only one of them 
could survive the ordeal, sactificed itself to 


ve Peter 


appanerray, Friend in need 
wyooTwao \\ acy 


c's fatigue continued 


CaN PICTURE to grow, he slept through 
the entire day and beg: 
have terrible nightmares 
So Spider-Man went 10 

Reed Richards. alias Mr. 
Fantastic of the Fantastic 
Four, for help. 


LO. 


TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW 
Reed Richards needed all 
his futurist trcbnical 
Aniwledge to find aut what 
she alien costume wos 


Silver is proficient 
with over 100 
different firearm: 


SILVER SABLE 
| 


HE WORLD'S most famous 
mercenary is a woman called Silver 
Sable, Born in the tiny European 


nation of Symkaria, Silver is the 


ublinovia. He 


daughter of Ernst 
once ran a group of soldiers who 
hunted Nazi war criminals, Calling 
his team the Wild Pack, he gained 
the tacit approval of the 


Symkari 


n government 
Silver's mother, w: 
Killed by terrorists. Witnessing this 


his wife 


Iver's hair white 


horror turned $ 
and made her determined to take 
over the leadership of the Wild 
Pack one day. Silorr Suble 
sswally stays in 
the local 
Symkarian 


Business-MINDED 


As the number of war criminals 


Fmbassy when 
she travels 


Iver turned the focus of abroud. 


the Wild Pack toward mere 


decreased, 


nary 


endeavors. She formed Silver Sable 
International and began selling her 
services around the world. Her 


clients are wealthy individu: 
major corporations, and small 
countries, and her large fees have 
become Symkaria’s major source 
of income. 


FIRST MEETING 
Silver Sable first met Spider 
Man when her organization 
twas hired to capture an 
international jewel thief 
called the Black Fas 
Unfortunately, Spidey took a 
liking t0 the elderly rogue 
and allowed him to exape 


RESPECT. 

Despite regarding 

each other with 

contempt at he srt 

both Spider-Man 

and Silver Sable 

Ihave come to respect 
ich onher' talems 

and have often 


dr 


worked together. 


Silver Sable mostly 
in white or 
silver, and her 
clothes are often 
dined with Kevlar: 


Aine Gees 


More than a match 
Silver Sables skill i 
good that she has 
Punisher, Hydro-Man, and Spider-Man 

Her weapon of choice is the chai, a three 


personal combat is so 
ken on adversaries like the 


pron, 
which can stun or disarm an opponent 


id throwing projectile of her own design, 


1 FRIEND TO THE 
FREELANCER 
With her con 
is able 10 hi 


lized 


able financial resources, Silver Sable 
freelance operatives whenever she needs 
ie. She once employed the Sandman 
Ned the 
made up of many of Spider-Man’ 
pat asociates, such as the Prowler, Rocket Racer, and 


Will O° The Wisp 


(sce pages 46-47) and abo formed a team ¢ 
Outlaws, which wo 


Daily workout 
Silver Sable sets aside a few hours 
every day to practice her combat 
skills. These daily workouts are 
extremely strenuous, and she tests her 
abilities to the full, sometimes against 
several opponents at the same tim 
She's e 
business meetings while fighting off 
her sparring partners! 


n been known to hold 


TRANSITION 
E 


THE PUMA 


HOMAS FIREHEART is the guardian 


of his tribe, the protector of his people 


mransformation into 
the Puma, his size 


fur spreads over bis 


He is also the Puma. Fireheart belongs body and alo bis 


to a Native American nation whose legends 


foretold that a being of near-infinite power 


would threaten the world. In an effort to Ha r 


rignments. His talent 
of the Rose Fireheart 
confidant is his uncle 


protect their people, the tribal shamans 


began a secret program that combined magic 


V), one of the Kingpin 


and controlled breeding. They produced a fewtusnn, wiho hire the Manu 
line of warriors, of which Fireheart is the to capture Spider-Man 


latest member. 


BUSINESSMAN 


Fircheart was bred with the ability to transform 
himself into a superpowered being, half-human and 
halfpuma, While still a child, he started a lifelong 
course of training to perfect his enhanced powers 
He studied the martial arts, and honed his ability to 


tribe also needed 


transform. Believing that h 
economic protection, he formed Fircheart Enterprises 


multinational corporation 


and built it into a hi 


ATE TRACKER 
s are so acute that he can 


THE ULTIN 
The Pumas se 
follow the scent of an indi 
of millions 


TOTAL POWER 


WEIGHTLIFTING 
The Puma can lift approximately 
12 tons under ordinary conditions 


respect for each other. Fircheart 
paid for Peter and Mary Jane’s 
honeymoon, and also offered 
his former foe a job with 

Fircheart Enterprises. The 
Puma even owned the Daily 
Bugle for a brief 


Stronger and 
The Puma is not only stronger than 
Spider-Man, his reflexes are also much 
faster. Even with his spider-sense 


ne and warning of danger, the wall-crawler 


found it difficult to avoid Fireheart's 
first lightning-fast attacks 


Spider-Man's reputation. th f 


began a campaign to improve 


TOMBSTONE —— a 


high school, Years later 


ce 10 prove 


ONNIE THOMPSON Lincoln is an albino 
| —: has no pigmentation in his skin, hair, of Tombstone had murdered 
eyes, He grew up in Harlem, as a classmate of local crime boss 
Daily Bugle editor Joe “Robbie” Robertson. ig soon ere 
Taller and stronger than most of the other found the ourg 


neighborhood children, Lonnie quickly * = eee 
fombstone and 


learned that his fists could get him testify against him, 


Tamtutone learned th whatever he wanted. He extorted money 
rt of w 


from the other kids, brutally beating 


them into submission if they 


failed to pay. Dropping out of high school, Lonnie 


found regular work as a muscle man for va 


local mobsters. He grew more brutal as the 


CHILDHOOD FEARS 
Joe Rober rd 


Tomb 


passed, and his reputation spread across the 


underworld. Taking the name Tombstone, he 


became a hitman, and was eventually offered 


employment by the Kingpin (see pages 70-71), = 
HAA AAA hears 

AN 

THE ENFORCER . , 

The Kingpin was trying to regain his control over the New § » 

York mobs, so Tombstone had plenty of work kidnapping and 

executing gangland rivals. When Joe Robertson learned that 

his old classmate was in town, he attempted to gather 

enough evidence to expose him, Tombstone responded by 


threatening Joe. Spider-Man finally captured Tombstone 


and he was sent to prison. However, during an attempted Sweet revenge 
prison breakout, Tombstone managed to capture the web- When Robertson refused to 


head and almost beat him to death. Tombstone later responded by 


breaking 
Robertson ha 


escaped and joined a criminal 


organization run by 


has called off 


Hammerhead and 
his vendetta against his 


the Chameleon. 


NOW IT'S PERSONAL 


Betrayed 
Solo eventually learned that three 


of his former ceammates had 


SOLO 


AMES BOURNE was a popular student and 


betrayed Omega Strike in 
order to form their 


‘own terrorist-for | 


a star athlete in high school, but he didn't bins arganieaion 
know what he wanted to be when he grew up Rewhel \ 
Joining the army after graduation, he discovered Hesned ie oie 
that he possessed a natural flair form of justice \ 


a. SS 
for hand-to-hand combat. While SS 
stationed in West Germany, he > 4 
met an officer named Melinda “<i 
Wallace. They quickly fell in love, but 
their happiness ended when Melinda was 
murdered in a terrorist attack, After her 
death, James buried himself in his work. 
A few months later he was selected for 

a special forces operation called 


Omega Strike 


OMEGA STRIKE 


Omega Strike had been created to 
“d 


am, but 


andidates joined the pt 


10 grucling months later only 12 
soldiers graduated, Cyber-chips were 
implanted in Bourne’s brain and 
linked co his adrenal glands 

The chips gave him the incredible 
ability to teleport at will. On their 
first mission, Omega Strike was 


betrayed from within, and Bourne 
views 


ccam was wiped out. Finding himself 


has often 
her 


on his own, he began to go by the 2 
Spider-Man believes that 


name of Solo, and vowed to rid the 


world of terrorists, 


mires the web 


head's courage, but thinks he b 


Solo’s sanctum the cancer that is 


He supports himself b 
appropriating funds and equipment 
from the terrorists he fights, He has 
1 hi-tech seeret base in the United 
States that is equipped with 
‘omputers that constantly scan all 
n of 


anywhere in the world 


1B 


THE WEDDING eee eae 


HE COURSE of true love 
T rarely runs smoothly, 
especially for your friendly 
neighborhood web-slinger. Peter 
Parker had been attracted to Mary 
Jane Watson from the moment he 
first saw her, Although he thought 
she was beautiful and charming, 
they seemed to have little in 
common with each other. But as 
ars passed, their friendship 
ind they started dating. 
Mary Jane knew that Peter was 


secretly Spider-Man, and she tried ; ‘ Se ise 


to avoid a serious relationship with " 


him. But Peter was persistent, Fate : L Peter was unable ro dees 
kept drawing them together until Hings any longes, ar 
the day Mary Jane stopped } 


a second time, Once again 


WEDDING DRESS 
Mary Janes wedding drew 


designer Willi Smith, 


pated, Her father had 


ne finally 


With her family problems resolved, Mary 
realized that it was time to stop running 
So she accepted Peter's proposal of marriage and the two 
returned to New York. Peter asked his 


spread, Peter and } 


y from things. 


were showered wit 


old high-school rival, Flash Thompson, arty for Pete 


ave Peter a bonus 


to be his best man, But the problems 


didn't stop there. As the big day 
to have 


a et pe help him pay for the wedd 
doubts, He reme 


bered Gwen 


Stacy, and wondered what directions 
his life might have taken if she 
hadn't died. Mary Jane also had 

old 


Js tried to dissuade her 


THE LADY SAYS, “YES* 
Afier resolving things with her family, Mary 
: Jane realized that there was nothing wrong 
with making someone else happy. She finally 
agreed to marry Peter Parker 


qualms, and a number of he 


boyf 


from marrying Peter 


MARY JANE ARRIVES 
Mary Jane arrived late for the 
iy to learn that 
Peter hadn't arrived. 


weddit 


‘The big day 

The wedding was scheduled co begin at noon on the 
front steps of New York's City Hall. Ne 
Mary Jane arrived on time. As the clock edged toward 
inci friends feared that both Peter and Mary Jane 
had gotten cold feet, Mary Jane was the first co arrive 
Ac first she thought that Peter had jilted her, 


nded by family 
fiends, Peter 


her Peter nor Poy 


ne’s uncle, Judge 
Spencer Watson, performed the ceremony 
and pronounced them man and wife 


SAY LEE} 


carrying 
ashe 


had 10 resort to 
wall-erawling in 
order to reach the 


KRAVEN’S 
LAST HUNT 


HERE WAS a time when the 
To marveled at his physical 

prowess. A period when his 
courage inspired awe and his 
exploits drew envy. An interval 
when he truly was the world’s 
greatest hunter, 
the environmentalists deserted 
him, and the animal rights activi 
condemned him. It was before he 
met Spider-Man. Before he knew 
failure and humiliation, Sergei 
Kravinov was aware that death was 
coming, He could sense its stealthy 
approach and could almost see it 
grinning in the shadows, But Kraven 
wasn't ready to die. He couldn't rest 
until he had reclaimed his honor and 
dignity. Until he had satiated his 


pride and proven his superiority. Until 


he had defeated Spider-Man. And so, 
gathering his strength, 

Kraven went 

out on one 

last hunt... 


Fading powers 
Kraven was still faster than er and stronger than a grea 
ime. Yer he 


ape, but he knew that he was no longer in his 


himself in Spider-Man's essence by burying his body within a 
veritable mountain of sp 
potions to expand his 


Masquerade 


the wall-crawler’s body 


costume, Kraven assumed 
Spider-Man's identity 


New justice 
Kraven began to patrol 
the city, dispensiny 


He 


vicious brand of ju 


even rescued Mary Ja 
muggers, but sh 
saw through hi 


Compassion not vengeance 
Through sheer brutality, Kraven had 
battered Vermin into submission 

He took, the monster i 
because he wante 
Man was powerful eno 
the saine. But the web-swinger had 
tw prove, He did 
junter thought and had 
no desire to inflict pain. 


0 custody 
if Spider 


care 


Man) 


Spider imposter 


Resurrection 


As Kraven claimed victory ove 
Vermin, the real Spider-M. 
stirred-he had only been dru: 
by Kraven. Bu 
yround, Peter Parker « 


od dee 


eyes. Desperate to be reunite 
with Mary Jane, h ke his way 


free of the and began to 


HONORABLE 


craw! upward, dawing his way to 
he surface. Two weeks had passed 
since Kraven had buried him a 
visit to assure his wife 
alive, Spider-Mar 
began to hunt the hunter, 


Blood and thunder 
Filled with fury, Spider-Man attacked Kraven, who didn't 
bother to resist. The hunter merely smiled—he had won. He 
had allowed Spider-Man to live when he could have easily 
killed him. Krayen had finally proven himself superior to 
Spider-Man, When the wall-crawler refused Kraven’s 
challenge to fight Vermin, 
the monster attacked him, 
Kraven immediately acted 
to save his old enemy, but 
released Vermin. Having 
achieved what he set 
out wo do, Kraven 
allowed Spider-Man co 
pursue Vermin. The hunter 
then committed suicide 


A rabid beast 


More rat than man, Vermin’ 
through metal and hi 1 are razor-s| 
He has a taste for human flesh, too, 


WEBBING CONTROL 
wilent, Spider 


ered that he 


COSMIC 
SPIDER-MAN 


A > WietnnrseNBERe 
HILI MAN is KINO CTOs FROM 
no slouch when it comes = | 
to physical power, he's z 


never exactly been the strongest 
costumed hero on the block. 
Iron Man, the mighty Thor, the 


bis webbing 
nly form any 
that he 


ipulate the webbing in 


whatever way he wanted, 


incredible Hulk, and the ever- Bee ee 
loving blue-eyed Thing are all aEnupire Scare Univer: Pe 


much stronger. It can even be Parker w Ehathed in Baer 
erated thatiSupen Villains suchas gencrnoe exploded, The explosion 
Doctor Octopus, the Sandman, also caused nearby power lines to 
uusly, Changing into 


and the Scorpion possess 
raw power. However, that all 


spotted a live wire 


changed when a laboratory accident instinctively caught the wire and was 
wed when he wasn't harmed by 

exposed Peter Parker to an unknown a whee Haein 

energy source, He was transformed 


of electricity 


om the rip 


smbine them into a 


powerful enough 


an army tank 


Super-senses SA 
Spider-Man's senses went wild! They had become far 


sharper than those of Daredevil or the Puma 
Suddenly, he could hear a spider crossing a 
windowpane wo blocks away, and smell the 


fragrance of a ported plant on a distant 


building ledge. Quickly learning how to 


filter our the excess noise and smells 
before they overwhelmed him, Spidey 
also used his new powers to locate 
and defeat a Super Villain 
called the Trapster: 


CAPTAIN SPIDER-VERSE 
Spider-Manis new powers bad actually come 
from a mysterious extra-dimensional entity 
now as the Enigma Force. It bestowed its 
UnicPower on various individuals, eurning 
them into a being known as Captain Universe 
‘and giving them superhuman powers long 
enongh to cope with a specific erss. Spidey wat 
‘merely she latest Captain Universe 


Super-duper battles 
As Spider-Man grew mote 
comfortable with his cosmic powers, 
he found himself fighting a di 
class of Super Villain. During a battle wit 
Magneto, the archenemy of the 
X-Men, Spidey eventually drove the 

ism away when the 
villain realized that he couldn't take on 
the cosmically charged Spidey on his own, 


SUPER- HEARING 
Thanks to Spidey’ super 


Too much power 


With the aid of Doctor Doom, a Super Villain named 


Goliath discovered a way to rechannel Spidey’s Uni Carat 
Power inco himself; Goliath grew stronger and Universt 
bigger every time the web-head hit him, 

Realizing that each growth spurt increased the 

strain on th heart, Spidey kept [ cese-oerenenr. ruew..2e 

pounding away. Evencually, Goliath | BESIDES FEELING. At 


became so overloaded with power, that 
he collapsed under the pressure. 


UME. 
(960 Bac ore 
iS '32 ay 
Sexy et 


Great responsibility 


[ri-Sentinel 


While Spider-Man didn't icularly like 
being drafted by the Er 


menace proved to be in the form of three 
massive Sentinel robots. In an act of 
spite, the 


superpowered robor—the Tri-Sentinel (see 
page 131). Loki then instructed the robot 
to create as much damage as possible 


The Tii-Sentinel attempted 
to cause a nuclear meltdown 
a research facility that 
be 


lered Manhattan, 

The web-covered Captain 
Universe summoned the full 
power of the Enigma Force 
and incinerated the Tri 
Sentinel in a novalike blast 
Afver the crisis, th 
exhausted Spider-Man 


returned to normal 


19. 


Venom victorious 


Spider-Man. 


Determined 


VENOM so 


ENOM IS actually two separate beings 
Eddie Brock and the alien symbiote that 


once masqueraded as Spider-Man's 


costume. Both of them have their own reasons to hate 


Spider-Man. A chance meeting allowed Eddie and the 


alien to join together and become the most vicious 
mass of mayhem that Spider-Man has ever faced. 
Venom possesses all the powers of both Spider 
Man and the alien symbiote. He is also far 
stronger than Spider-Man, and he 
can use the alien symbiote to 
disguise himself to look like 


anything he can imagine 


BonpDeD IN HATE 


Eddie Brock was once a respected reporter who 


worked for the New York Globe, a tival of the Da ; : 
Bugle, For a while, he was a media star, following his 

exposé of a man who had confessed to being the serial 

killer called the Sin-Eater, However, Spider-Man 

caught the real Sin-Eater—the man Eddie turned in 1 


was a compulsive confessor. As a result, Eddie was 


fired from his job and his wife left him. With his 


nal life shattered, Eddie blamed 


career and f 
Spider-Man for his loss. He wandered from church 
to church, praying for forgiveness for his hatred of 
Spider-Man. At Ou 


Saints Church, 


emotion somehow aw Nowhere to hide 
the dormant alien symbiote 
hat had remained in the 
chureh afier its final 
encounter with Spider-Man 
108-109), The 


fle 


Eddie and they joined 


symbic ed over 


to become Venom, 


Exposed 


After his b, South Sea island, P 


bad finaly Uneasy allies 


As with their bartle against the serial killer Carnage 
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™ NINETIES 


SPIDER-MAN IN THE °90S 


A: THE 1990s began, Todd McFarlane left Amazing Spider 


Man to write and draw a new monthly comic. Simply called 
Spider-Man, its debut issue sold over three million copies. 

Marvel also featured everyone's favorite web-head in a series of 

original graphic novels such as Charles Vess’s stunning Spirits of the 


Earth, |.M. DeMatteis and Mike Zeck’s haunting Kraven’ Last 


Hunt was also published as a hardcover novel. 

The list of Spidey’s contributors grew to include Erik Larsen, 
Ron Lim, Sal Buscema, Bill Sienkiewicz, Mike Wieringo, Chris 
Marrinan, Tom Lyle, Jae Lee, Marshal Rogers, Ann Nocenti, and 
Todd DeZago. Even I was asked 
to return! 

Anxious to spark even more 
sales, Marvel began to feature 
big events in the spider-titles 
Special foils and printing 
techniques were added to the 
covers. Old titles were canceled. 
and quickly replaced with new 


ones. Longtime characters 


experienced major changes, and 


some were even killed off Anning Spite an #205 As 
Recalling the Jackal and Cover isa blogeam based on A 
Spider-Man's clone from Gerry 
Conway's run, writer Terry Kavanagh proposed a storyline that would rock 


the very foundation of the Spider-Man mythos—what if the current Peter 


Parker was actually the clone? So started the Clone 
Having nearly exhausted their supply of big events, the team at Marvel had 
‘Cover art by Taal McFarlane one last stunt in mind. They decided to cancel all the spider-titles and start 


the new millennium from the very beginning, 


Amazi 


Amazing Spider-Man 
4350 (Aug. 1991) 
350th ise 


if Spectacular Spider-Man 
#200 (May 1993) 
Death of Harry Osborn 


Spider-Man 
2 (Aug. 1994 


Fenny, 


BSS CARNAGE 


ETUS KASADY was a notorious serial killer even betore he 
D 


1 by the older residents. He 


another establishment when a fire 


4 Z 
KI VENOM © 
JER SOLIDIFY Hi 
STUME LIKE THAT! 


OULD 
is 
rs 


Traitors 
While moving an old trunk into the basement 


SPIDER-MAN’S 
PARENTS 


was only a 


the tcenage Peter Parker discovered some old 
which claimed that hi 


+ clipp 
parents were traitors who had been plotting 
against the government. The teenager was racked 


with confusion, He forced Aunt May to reveal 


rents had died in a plane erash in 


young child when he lost his 
rents, Richard Parker had 
taken a new job that required him 
to go overseas for a few months. 
his wife, Mary, was going 
with him, he asked his older brother 


Si Sia SSS. 


AWW 


Red Skull 
n Algeria, Spider-Man searched the Casbah, 


or the contact his aunt had told him about. His 


to look after their child while they 
were gone. Peter's only clear memory 


ofihis(fatheriisiofiticingsremellianehe search attracted the attention of the man he sought, who 
sent out a group of thugs to stop the wall-crawler, Beat 


airport. Peter also remembers that his 


them off, Spider-Man discovered the whereabouts of his 
mother had tears in her eyes when enemy, Tracking down the hideout, the web-head was 
she kissed him goodbye, He never shocked to discover thar his adversary was none other 


than the fascist terrorist, the Red Skull 
saw them again, because they died a 


month later. As he grew older, Peter YY oe 
noticed that his Uncle Ben and Aunt Xe 
May rarely spoke of his parents. They 

were reluctant to discuss 


Richard and Mary until 
one fateful day 


Unexpected return fie wen 
Vers 
Many years later, follow 


the Soviet Union and the release of 


political prisoners from behind the old 


Iron Curtain, a middle-aged couple 
arrived at JFK International 
Airport. They took a taxi to Forest 


Hills, Queens. May Parker almost 
fainted when she saw them. 
Richard and Mary had seemingly 


the 
kidnapped them many years ago 
aking them pris 

could board the plane 


before they 


BETRAYED [¢ iow wc TEAR FINO um, 
Spider-Man wa ee 
rocked when he 
found his parent: 
with the Chame 
(ce pages 40-41) 


che Vulture 


(sce pages 42-43), 


His greatest secret 
After spending weeks getting 
reacquainced with h 
Peter Parker revealed his 


A mother’s love 
Though Richard was perfectly willing to betray Peter, Mary 
hesitated. She had been programmed to think of Peter as 
her own son and had grown to love him. When Spider- 
Man confronted them, Richard instantly began to 
morph, transforming into a deadly engine of 
destruction, Torn between her conti 
Mary stopped Richard from revealin 
true identity and was forced to terminate her 
robot husband. 


Robot imitators 
But heartbreak 
loomed for Spider-Man 


The “people” Peter thoug! 


were his parents were ac 
highly sophisticated robots Richard Parker was in 
reality a killer droid 
who could extend his 
steel-plated limbs and 
‘moll them into 
dnarpened spikes 


They had been programmed 
by the Chameleon to mimic 


Richard and Mary Parker 


DYING WORDS 


that she loved him 


Game over 

Devastated and furious by the 
deception, Spider-Man pursued the 
Chameleon and eventually captured 
him. That's when the web-head 
learned that someone else had 

the Chameleon to 
create the Parker robots, supplying 


encourag 


the criminal with all the necessary 

information, The Chameleon, the 
Vulture, and the robots had all been 
mawns of Harry Osborn, the 
Green Goblin (see pages 54-55). 


Man into machine 
Flias Wirtham underwent a series of extremely 
painful operations in order to become Cardiac 


His heart was surgically replaced with a compact 
beta particle reactor. His entire body was encased 


ARDIAC IS a man torn by conflict. As Doctor Elias 


“Eli” Wirtham, he is a dedicated physician and ll cy ana 
surgeon who has vowed to uphold the Hippocratic pseidoskin, which was 

oath. While still a child, Elias’ older brother, Joshua, died Rayo selene 

of a rare and incurable disease. Elias decided to become a his muscles and weapons 


healer, After graduating from medical school, he learned 


that a chemical company had produced a new drug that 
could have saved his brother. The company had kept the 
drug off the market until the economic climate was more favorable. 

Though the company was innocent of any wrongdoing in the eyes of the 


law, its corporate greed had killed Joshua. Since someone had to bring 
such immoral practices to a halt, Elias took on the role of Cardiac. 


controlled, beta 


THe Bio-ViGILANTE 


Cardiac never intended to fight Spider-Man, He actually admires 
the web-head and believes that they are working on the same 
side. They first met while Spidey was investigating 
Sapridyne Chemicals, He had heard a 
rumor that the company was creating 
perfectly legal chemicals that were 
needed to process cocaine, and 


was exporting them to South 


America, Spidey c 
shoot a few 


minating photos 
and to expose the 


company to the public racked pulcsoiuaea 
Cardiac, on the other comcussve bla, or be used a 
a fighting It can also 


hand, came to 


destroy the place 


An imperfect world 

Cardiac knows that he doesn't live ina 
perfect world. He wants to save lives, but 
Gieadvenaia: often has to take them, He is haunted by 
Spider-Man isn’t the only 
superpowered foe that 
Cardiac has battled. 
He has taken on the 
Rhino (see pages 
66-67) and a pair of 
assassins called Styx 
and Stone, He even 
clashed with Chance 
(see page 107) when 
they both tried to kill a 
businessman who produced 
sonic enhancers that caused 


every death he causes. Bur he cannot stop 
his crusade—his compassion makes him 
ruthless, and his desire for justice compels 
him to break the law. 


WHAT A MAN! 


ind stamina 


serious side effects. 


TRI-SENTINEL a 


appeared to be a virtually 


LTHOUGH THE Spider-Slayers were built for the ineerls eae ee 
sole purpose of destroying a certain web-head, the ‘Tri- 300 feet tall, and each of i 
Sentinel was made by people who couldn't have cared six hands was equipped with 


a blaster array that could fire 
less about Spider-Man. They just wanted to hunt mutants. psig eae Pate 


Mutants are people who have been born with a genetic knockout gas, and clouds 


difference that usually gives them special powers, such as the 
ability to read minds. The highly sophisticated Sentinel res renee 


robots were created to eliminate these mutants. 


When three new, heavily armed Sentinels came off 


that had been 


the assembly line, Loki, the Asgardian god 
of mischief, used his magic to merge them 
into a single monstrosity — 


the terrifying ‘Tri-Sentinel. 


Day oF ITS RETURN 


Spider-Man defeated the Tri-Sentinel 


the first time they fought (see pages 
118-119), The second time he wasn't 


so lucky. Spider-Man and the 


superpowered tee 
i The Tri-Semtinel 


an easily lift over 
100 ton: 


to locate some highly dangerous Antarctic 
vibranium that had been stolen from 
Empire State University. They tracked it 
to a mountain retreat where they 
discovered a well-funded survivalist group 
called the Life Foundation. The Foundation 
had rebuilt the Tri-Sencinel for its own 
purposes; but, once activated, the robot 
rejected its new programming, and 


renewed its efforts to destroy Spider-Man. 


mistake 
so Spidey probably 


THE DEATH 
OF HARRY 


ETER PARKER and Harry 
p Osborn met in college and 

B became the best of friends (see 

pages 14-15). Theie friendship 

became strained when Harry A solemn promise 
turned to drugs. It degenerated op Ded oh rai acy sh 
even further when Harry learned SHLMIsI Chen Sch Con caae £2.23) Mt 


that his father was the first Green 


Goblin and that Peter was Spider- 


an. Soon after his father’s She was one of his dearest friends, a 


apparent death, Harry became the promised her that he would 
baa toe Heonijerancet ro ili Spe 

second Green Goblin (see page 

88-89). But Peter Parker refused to 

abandon his former roommate. He 

kept trying to find a way to help his 

old friend, until che Osborn legacy 


eventually led to Harry's death... A Z Stalking the spider 


Harry Osborn seemec 
ne macried Liz Allen. H 


Green Goblin, and became the president of 


he donned the guise of the 


Peter frantically searched the 


He eventually found her back at 


heir apartment with the Green 
Goblin. Both Peter and Mary 
Jane attempted to make peace 

with Harry, but he refused 


Over the next several days, the 
Green Goblin stalked Peter Parker 
Whenever he left his apartment 
dropped in at the L 

or stopped fo: 


Goblin was hovering 


topped being the 


Osborn Industries. His wife eventually 


ave birth to their only child, Normie, and 


like Harry Osborn was finally 
0 live happily ever afer. But the 


ainful childhood slowly 


began to resurface. Seething with hatred, 


OSBORN ff / wcigeon ite ee 


n Goblin 


y Spider 


he kidnapped Mary Jane 


ssing wife 


Building suspense THROUGH THE ROOF 

Baca: Spider-Man was on the roof of 
the townhouse when the Green 
Goblin suddenly exploded 
through a skylight t0 begin their 
final battle. 


Tired of the constant harassment, Spider-Man struck 
back. He attacked the Green Goblin, who merely laughed 
in his face and threatened to make a formal complaint 
against him for assault. Though Harry intended to kill 
Spider-Man, he wasn't sure just when he would gee 
around to it, He liked tormenting Pe cping him 
in suspense. In addition, Harry had taken a strengch- 


enhancing potion to 
overwhelm Spider-Man 
once he decided to attack. 


MY. FATHER'S 
STRENGTHEN. 
HANCEMENT FORMA 
HAS CHANGED ME PETEY-O! 
IM NOT JUST YOUR £peae~ 


=I YOUR SUPERIOR! 


Other targets 
Peter Parker wasn't Harry's only target. He also 
planned to get revenge on everyo 


SECRET TOUR 
Spider-Man feared that 


betrayed his father. Harry announced the Osborn was getting more 
formation of a new charitable organization, The dangerous, so he decided 
Norman Osborn Foundation, He purchased a to take a secret tour of 

townhouse and prepared to launch his new charity the Osborn Foundation’ 


new townhouse 


with a major gala. The guest list included 
celebrities, politicians, and business leaders. 
All were former associates of Norman Osborn, 
Harry secretly wired the townhouse with eni 


explosives to level a 
city block—because 
he intended co kill 
them all 


= } | 
Final plea = = A‘ | 
Spider-Man had FLYING TO SAFETY Redemption 
no idea that his While Spider-Man lay drugged ‘Once Mary Jane and Normie were safe outside the 
wife, Mary Jane, Lomi amiinehicrs building, Harry came to his senses and realized that he 


rushed to get his son and Peter's 


was a De the eae ie bean had left Peter to die. With only seconds remaining on the 


townhouse with timer, Harry reentered the townhouse and emerged with 
Normie. Spider-Man in his arms. Peter and Mary Jane tried to 


thank him when, suddenly, Harry began to convulse, His 
Harry to get help to strength-enhancing formula was poisoning his system. 
uy and cure himself, . The ambulance arrived to take 
bur as he began to y i Harry to hospital, but there 
waver, an alarm KY | was nothing the medics could 
suddenly sound: do. Harry Osborn died with 
Spider-Man had . his best friends ar his side, 


arrived. R 
the time had finally come to finish the 
left to murder his former best friend. In the fight 
thar followed, he and Spider-Man exchanged bone 
breaking blows. But when brute strength failed to 
overwhelm Spidey, Harry resorted to drugging his 
old enemy. Then he activated a timer that would 
cause the wh etting that 
both Mary Jane and his son were inside as wellt 


MAKING PEACE 
arry Osborn lay dying 
he finally made his peace 
with Spider-Man 


building to explode, f 


AUNT MAY’S 
DEATH 


AY PARKER always held a 
M very special place in Peter's 

heart. She and her husband, 
Ben, welcomed the young child 
into their home after the tragic 
death of his parents. After the 
murder of Uncle Ben, Peter and 
his aunt grew even closer. 
He could always depend on her for 
sympathy, support, and advice. 
But May’s health was frail, and her 
condition continued to degenerate 
over the years. She began to 
experience dizzy spells and 
eventually collapsed. The hospital 
doctors feared the worst, but May 
recovered slightly and insisted on 
returning home for one 
final week with her 
nephew and his wife. 


INTUITION 
As soon as she saw 
Mary Jane, Aunt 
May instantly 
realized that Peter's 
wife was pregnant. 
May congratulated 
the couple, and 
recalled how hard she 
and Anna Watson 
shad worked to get 
them together 


BL Bcr%00 weee 20 ace Ao 


Peter couldn’ believe his ears 
when Aunt May revealed that 
he wes aware of his secret. 
‘He bud pe the truth from her 
_for rhany years, fearing 
uch for | 


YOUR UNCLE BEN 
AND I LEARNED THAT 
LESSON RAISING YOU 
AFTER YOUR PARENTS 
DIED... AND I DON'T 
WANT YOU TO EVER 


FORGET IT- s 


BUT I'VE MADE 30 MANY ‘Her time 

After their trip to New Yorky-Aunt May grew Weak. 

She developed a-fever and had ro take to her bead ecer could 

See that her health was rapidly deteriorating and he wanted 10 

eushrher back to the hospital, but she refused vo, go—she 

didn't want to see any more doctors. She just. wanted to spend 

athe time she had left with her nephew, Aunt May had. realized 

thar their last. week soph had been a'gifi, a chance for 
thent't0 say goodbye, She 


ad had w-good and happy life, but 
Se a wotlk Her final 
journey—it Was time. 


A surprising revelation 

Over the next week, Peter spent many-hours with his aunt. 
May asked him 40 take het to the top of the Empire State 
Building, where she used to go with Ben whew'they were 
dating. As they gitzed at the view, Aunt Mayrasked Peter how it 
felt co swing over the citys and she revealed that she had always 
known that her nephew was secretly Spider-Man. 


Ashis aunt lay dying, Peter 

reminded her how she 
co read Peter Panto bir as a 
child, Peter quoted lines 
from the book as his aunt 
passed away, 


The circle of life 

‘Aunt May was delighted char 

Mary Jane was expecting 

baby. She-kneve the 

experience would enrich the 

7 Parkers lives, bur iewould 
also give Peter even more 

» responsibility to shoulder. 


& 


Remembering May 
‘Afr May's funeral, the mourners gathered at 
Peet and Mary Janc’s home to share their 
rif and remember a femarkable woman, 
ough this loss would haunc him for years 
to come, Peter was also brimming with 
gratitude over all the gifts his aunt had given 
him. He recalled May's wry humor, her 
unconditional love, het stubbornness, and the 
way'she had mollycoddled and fussed over 
him. He pictured her uncanay ability to 
bounce back from tragedy and the zestful 
manner in which she embraced life. 


War ARERR, 


‘SHARING ETERNITY 
May Parker wa finally laid to rest beside her 
cheritbed and adored husband, Ben. 


WEY) fee 
ri 


ee 
ce 


THE CLONE SAGA | 


f HORTLY AFTER Aunt May fell into her final coma 


- 
ee 


(see pages 134-135), Mary Jane received a phone call 
from a young man who claimed to be an old friend of 
the family. She immediately informed him of May's ees Bae} 
condition, but he hung up before she could catch his 
name. The man then packed his meager belongings, Questions, questions Ree) 
mounted his motorcycle, and began the Ra hii When Be lier i ian oe 
long trek to New York Ciy. He had en man Wasa fie, anovher erick REE" 
secretly been in contact with May nded arty nei 
Parker for the past five years, and he faherdimensond 3 
was determined to er or anocier state eh 
see her before she robot built by the “Ae 
died, He called Rate tsamene 
himself Ben Reilly, fact that Ben was the 
and he was the Spider-Clone that had 
been created by the Jackal, an intrigui 


clone of Peter Parker ble chat Peter 


The greatest responsibility 
When Mary Jane reve 


was pregnant, Peter's 


question emerged. W. 


was the clone and Ben 


(see pages 86-87) 


suddenly ¢ 
family was an awesome 

responsibility, Not only did he 
need to get 


Ben REILLY 


Contrary to what Peter believed, the Spider better-paid job so 


I provide a stable 
for his child, but 


n co wonder 


Clone hadn't been killed in the explosion 
that took the life of Professor Miles Warren, 
alias the Jackal. Instead, the clone had 
regained consciousness in the smokestack 
where Peter had left him, and he went off to 
make a new life for himself, Armed with 
’eter’s memories and spiderlike powers, he 

ne Ben Reilly; Ben, after the 


took the ni 


uncle who had taught him so much about 
responsibility, and Reilly because it was 
Aunt May's maiden name, For five 
years, he wandered the country, using 
his powers to help people whenever 
needed. But now he was returning 


home, and Peter Parker's life would 


never be the same A new Spider-Man in town 


Afier months of uncertainty, Ben and Pete 


finally decided ro conduct their own tests to 


determine who was the clone. Peter was driven 10 


the brink of insanity when the results indicated 


Once a hero 
came to New 


dbye to Aunt 


that Ben was the original, With Mary Jane’ help. 


however, Peter came out of his depression, and 


OUBLE realized that everything, had worked out for the 


ldn'e resist 
ero, When he 


did 


best. He voluntarily gave up his life as a 


learned thar Pe : 
Oregon, where he and Mary Jane planned to 


danger, Ben immediately donned a 
start a family. Meanwhile, Ben stayed in New 


makeshift costume and went out «0 
York and took on the role of Spider-Man 


LA : SCARLET SPIDER 


FTER HIS first reunion with Peter Parker (see 
Ae 136-137), Ben Reilly decided to stay in New 

York for a few days before moving on. He visited 
some old haunts and even stumbled upon a robbery in 
progress. Though the police arrived before anyone 


could be hurt, Ben immediately realized that it was 


only a matter of time before he would be forced into 


urter ben begin to de action. Thinking of all he had missed over the years 
blon Ben journeyed to the warehouse where Peter Parker 
had cornered the burglar who shot Uncle Ben, He remembered Peter's vow 
to use his power to protect the innocent and realized that he also had a a raha Yale oe 
great responsibility : , 


New weapons 
The Scarlet Spider invented impact 


A New Lire 


So, Ben became the Scarlet Spider and 


used this identity for the period when both 


he and Peter were in New York. However 


thar exploded on contact 


afier Peter lefi for Portland, Ben became 
Spider-Man, a role he continued to 
fulfill uncil his death (see pages 

142-143), 


Back in the swing 


pondered his furure 


that Venom was 
n town, Wondering why 


et had never been able 
to defeat this madman, 
Ben quickly threw 
together a makeshift 
costume and went hun} 


for him, Venom s 


advantage at first, but then Ben 
ntroduced some new weapons into hi 
spider-arsenal. With the aid of his new 
impact webbing and his stingers, the Scarlet 


Spider finally managed to capture Venom and 
turn him over to the authorities, succeeding 


where Spider-Man had so often failed 
st 


KAINE =a 


O THE world at large, 


killer, a remorseless assassin-for-hire who 


he is a cold-blooded 


leaves his distinctive brand on the 
faces of his victims. But few know 


the truth about Kaine 
He is actually a clone of Peter Parker, the first 
of Professor Warren's re-creations to reach 
maturity (see pages 86-87). However, 
since Professor Warren was still 
perfecting his cloning technique, 
Kaine soon developed a condition 
called clone degeneration, the 


symptoms of which have left him 
THE MARK OF KA 


horribly scarred 


More MONSTER THAN MAN 


Warren considered Kaine a failure and 


discarded him, Forced to fend for 
himself, Kaine turned to crime, using his 
spiderlike strength and agility to brutal 
effect, Kaine believed that Ben Reilly was 
the original Parker and secretly stalked 
him across America. He hated Ben, and 
did everything in his power to spoil the 
quality of Ben's life. He even followed 
Ben to New York, where he came across 
ginal Peter Parker. 


the o1 


receive prec 


The road to redemption 
After seeing the life that Mary 
Jane and Peter Parker had carved 
out for themselves, Kaine fell into 


a deep depression. He eventually 
became filled with guil 
bodysuit prevens and ttied to goad Ben Reilly into 
‘ther clone ending his suffering by killing him 
degeneration. When that failed, Kaine cu 
himself over to the authorities. He 


ed 


intended to pay for his crimes and 


spend the rest of his life in jail 


OBJECT OF ANGER 
Believing that Ben Reilly 


However, when word reached him 


aarp ecetanl Iie that one of Spider-Man's greatest 


Packer and te taesast enemies had seemingly returned from 
misery Kaine the grave, and having learned the fare 
of Peter and Mary Jane's baby, Kaine 


broke out of prison 


make Beni life miserable 


JUDAS TRAVELLER 


D OCTOR JUDAS ‘Traveller was a world-renowned criminal 


psychologist and a noted philosopher. He claimed to be a 

powerful mutant and believed that he was immortal, 
While visiting Ravencroft, a maximum-security institution 
devoted to the study of superhumans who 
were insane, Traveller's powers appeared 


to teleport the hospital’s personnel off 


the grounds and seemed to surround 
the institute with an unbreakable 


force field. He then challenged Spider-Man, claiming 


that he intended to kill all the inmates, including Shrick 


and Carnage. Spider-Man responded but was soon 


captured ler then began to peel away the layers of 
Spidcy’s mind. He would have been left a mindless shell if 


Ben Reilly (see pages 136-137) hadn't come to the rescue. 


TRAVELLER'S Host 
Judas Traveller was always accompanied by a band of assistants 
that he called his Host. Boone was a skilled hunter who claimed 
that he could track a single snowflake in a blizzard. Medea was a 
sharpshooter and master of various martial arts. Mr, Nacht was a 
weasel of a man who took constant notes, recording the 


suffering of Traveller's victims in gruesome detail, Chakra had 


the ability to teleport herself and others. Scrier was the final 


member of Traveller's band, and also the most mysterious. 


It’s a lie 

Spider-Man later learned that everything s 
he believed about ‘Traveller was a lie, But 
Traveller truly was a mutant with limited 
psionic powers; his primary talent lay in 

his ability to alter people's perceptions of 


reality and make them think they saw his 
snit the 


lifelike illusions, Traveller 
only one capable of playing tricks. 
or Traveller, his 


Instead of worki 
Host was actually guarding and 
im. When the Host 
eventually turned on Traveller, it 
was left to Spider-Man and Ben 


SCRIER sa 


E MOVES among the shadows, seemingly able to 
appear and disappear at will. He claims to have 


been a faithful servant of Judas Traveller, and his 


sole confidant for hundreds of years. He lies. Centuries-old and very 
exclusive, Scrier is actually the name of a secret cabal. It is dedicated to 


accumulating wealth and power. Inspired by an 


ancient mythical being of immense power, the 


Brotherhood of Scrier is a worldwide criminal 


organization much like the Maggia and 


Hydra. Its members dress in identical 


The goal costumes, wear the same mask, and call each 
Rose, a masked criminal with ties to the 
5 70-71), learned that Serie 


was more than he appeared, Serier was the 


other Scrier. They are well-trained 


Kingpin (see : 
well-funded, well-informed. 


anization, not an individual. and well-armed. 


name of an o1 


tion, the Brotherhood of Serier, 
world’s most powerful secret 


as with the ultimate goal of 


MODERN AND MYSTICAL 


Though they have taken on many of the 


ng all humanity, However, the 


therhood has fallen on hard times 


Bur the rs of a new, mys trappings of a quasi-religious cult, the 
RS ale ee oe Scriers are a modern organization with 


access to the very latest technology and 

the most sophisticated armaments 
Their annual budget for weaponr 
exceeds that of most small nations 


and they employ state-of-the-art 


devices for gathering intelligence 


Every operative is a master of the 
Pawns martial arts, and would rather die than 
be one of Spider-Man's greatest enemie betray this sacred brotherhood. 
Using his worldwide neework of 

informants, this individual has secretly 
kept tabs on the wall-crawler for years 
Heonlesel the Scxters mv spel " 
Miles Warren (see pages 86-87) with all the 


funding and expertise he needed to perfect 


his cloning technique, He sent operatives 
to follow Ben Reilly, and helped Kaine 


(see 9) establish himself as a 


criminal mercenary, At his request 
Judas Traveller was sent to Ravencrof 

and directed toward Spider-Man. 

This mysterious manipulator turned out to 
be Norman Osborn, back from the dead 


and determined to destroy Spider-Man 


REVELATIONS 


E R AND Mary Jane 
Parker truly believed that they 


would live happily ever 

in love, 
and about to have their first child 
Peter now believed that he was the 
clone and had retired from crime 
fighting (see pages 136-137). He 
turned his webs over to Ben Reilly, 
who was doing a fine job as the 
new Spider-Man. Though the job 
in Portland hadn't worked out, Peter 
and Mary Jane were content to 
return to the old Parker house in 
Forest Hills. While Mary Jane went 
shopping with Aunt Anna, Ben 
Reilly stopped over to help Peter 
clean the attic, They planned to meet 
Anna and Mary Jane later for dinner 
and thought they had a quiet evening 
ahead of them. They were wrong... 


Deadly diversions 
On their way to join Mary Jane 
and her Aunt Anna, Peter 


children playing inside it 
Suddenly, an armor-clad madman 
artacked them, As Peter tried to 


discovered they were really robo 

that had been programmed co kill 
matters worse, his 
buzz—Mary Jan 


Induced labor WHER 
While she and Aunt Anna waited at the restaurant, a 4 ” 
waitress named Alison Mongrain slipped something ib A 
into Mary Jane’s food. Moments later, Mary Jane 


began to experience intense pain. Some 


was wrong with her baby. Paramedics were 


called, and she was rushed ro the nearest 


hospital. Aunt Anna immediately paged 

everything 
om. She 
didn’t know thar he was engaged in a 


Peter, assuming he would dre 
and meet them in the delivery 


desperate fight for his life 


Torment 


When she arrived at pital, Mary Jane wa 
rushed into the delivery room. Her pain was 
increasing by the moment, and the grim faces of 
the hospital staff only added to her fear. She 
prayed for the life of her baby, but her prayer 
went unanswered. Silence greeted Mary Jane 
when she asked why her baby wasn't crying. The 


Parkers had suffered the greatest loss of all 


OuRE 
Dea? Unaware of the terrible tra 


edy that had just 
ed to defeat the 
hat the armored 


(i = TH] Shock follows shock 


occurred, Perer and Ben m 


killer robots, They then learr 
man was an old enemy called Mendel Stromm, 
the Robot Master (see pages 54-55), Peter left Ben 
co web up thi ays and raced co the hospital 
Soon after Peter's departure, Ben was suddenly 
attacked again, Wondering, why his spider-sense 
had failed to warn him, he turned to f 

assailant. Beneath his mask, his eyes 
with disbelief—the man who stood before him 
was dead. Ben had seen him die 


7 BACK FROM THE DEAD 
Norman lives Seemingly returned from the erave 
Amazingly, Norman Osborn had actually cn Osborn 


survived his final battle with Spider is role as 


The ch 


the Green 
Goblin. 


nical formula, which gave hin 


factor that enabled him to recover from 
almost any wound. He av 
city morgue, and learned that his son 
Harry had protected his secret identity by 
removing his costume. Norman decided to 


ke within the 


give Harry a chance to prove himself and 
moved to Europe, where he eventually 


became the undisputed leader of the 


Brotherhood of Scrier (see page 141). 


Night of the Goblin 


Over the years, Norman Osborn had secretly used 


ATER LOVE 


his Scricrs to follow, torment, and manipulate both 
Peter Parker and Ben Reilly, He was now ready for 
his ultimate revenge. With Ben already his prisoner, 
Norman abducted Peter and revealed that he had 
already stolen everything that Peter had ever held 
precious—Gwen Sta aby, and Peter's very 
identity. Osborn disclosed his connections to the 
Jackal and the cloning experiments. He also 
informed Peter that he was the original Parker, and 
that Ben had actually been the 

Peter and Ben joined together and 
eventually overwhelmed the recently 
in, bur they 


revived Green Gol 
won their victory at a terrible 
cost. Ben was killed during 
the battle, still believing 
that he was the re 


A few months after Spider 
Man retired his four new 
identities, someone else 
reactivated them. 
Dan Lyons was an old 
man who had once been 
a costumed crime fighter | 
known as the Black Marvel. 
He gathered four young misfits 
and gave them the identities and 
powers once used by the web- 


Norman Osborn set out to clear his name 


f HORTLY AFTER his unexpected resurrection, 


He produced evidence to prove that he wasn't 
the Green Goblin. He also used blackmail to 


gain a controlling interest in the Daily Bugle 


and goaded Spider-Man into assaulting 


him, capturing it all on video, which he 


released to the media. A few days later a 


thug named Joey Z was found murdered, suffocated by a 


Prodigy 


Conceived and designed entirely by Mary Jane 


substance that appeared to be web fluid. Through the Daily 
Bugle, Osborn issued a five million dollar reward to capture Conve Hiei Ma swinger. Eddie McDonough, a 


shy freshman at Empire State 


Spider-Man. With every bounty hunter in the world now 


He possessed superhuman streny ullecproof 


gunning for him, Peter Parker needed a new secret identity costume, and could leap from one rooftop to the University, gained the enhanced 


next with a single bound. He advocated strong strength and cybernetic 


The Hornet norals, and was unfailingly polite and 


exoskeleton of the Hornet, 


BEATING THE Opps Bec dices ak Geld Mit ea 6 oa i yer aden siege Ritchie Gilmore, an egoristic 
his old friend Hobie Brown, an electronic abilities far beye mal men, anc at 

Peter knew that other costumed heroes had wizard and inventor who was also the that he wante only to help college student with dreams of | 
temporarily adopted new identities in the past Prowler (see pages 72-73). Hobie had recently pe aie ay became Heo glory, was soon encased within the 

i : : invented a cybemetically controlled jerpack. darling, achieving all the fame and respect tre bulletproof costume of Prodigy. | 
but they were always exposed. He wanted to beat lepine aes te Gar tes ckeee oneal Samet bs ide i cums He 
the odds and decided to adopt more than one ides He kes ie kee cree st Even Norman Osborn seemed 10 Johnny Gallo possessed his own 
Realizing that it would background to design some As Du admire Prodigy. In so many ways, he hyperactive agility and assumed the 
be difficult to juggle additional weapons, Peter became the costumed champion that mantle of Ricochet. Cassie St 


different personas at became the Hornet by Peter Parker had always wanted to Commons, a poor little rich girl 


1 be, Prodigy was an old-fashioned 


the same time, he from Connecticut, took on the 


good guy, exactly like the comic 


guise of Dusk. 


decided that each one book archetypes of Peter's youth. 


would reflect some aspect of his 
real personality or powers, With 
1 little help from his friends. 


Peter Parker be 


n fo create 
four new costumed 


identities, JUST $' 
WITH HIS 


indicated 


his various new identities, Spider-Man was 


wer and expose the real killer of Joey Z. 
Ricochet 


He even rook a page out of Osborn’s book and 


While searching through the tured evidence that seemed to prove that 


used clothing at a local thrift Dusk the Spider-Man on Norman's videotape was 
shop, Mar red a SnideehGanibad dtatved an tually an imposter. Once Spider-Man had been 
leather jack inctive letter slieeigie dianesseon salsa tiie Naan onerated of any wrongdoing 
R” on its that insignia as her Zone a fev weeks carller and had scqutredia kly withdrew its rew Prodig 
starting po ned another new ini than allowelinienss aeesanitl en such a big a hit with the public, Mary Jane 
costume for her husband, Peter used hi shadows and become pricdcally invislble, Tb thought Peter should keep that identity. But 
piderlike to pretend that he was a hie bos aided plier corti pte while it was fun to pretend to be someone 
superathlete called Ricochet rbkel aad sain gremdlea- Peer daatted eo else, Peter Parker knew that he had been 

all this dark and mysterious persona Dusk. born to be Spider-Man, 


iD 


Crusher Hogan 


Once he realized he p 


RELAUNCH | 


FTER MORE than 38 years, the powers-that-be at Marvel Comics 
decided it was time to give Spidey an update. A lot had changed 


since the first Spider-Man story back in August 1962. Now a new 


millennium was on the horizon, and their flagship character had to be 
ready to face it. To curb the flood of monthly spider-material, 
Sensational Spider-Man and Spectacular Spider-Man were canceled 
Amazing Spider-Man and Peter Parker, Spider-Man ended their first 
series and started second volumes with new first issues, Howard 
Mackie, John Byrne, and John Romita, Jr. were entrusted with the 


daunting task of recreating one of the world’s most popular icons. 


SPIDER-MAN, No More (AGAIN) 


up the story wit 
Marvel's old Spider-Man titles concluded with Peter Parker Lb 


realizing, that he could not have a normal life as Spider 
Man, So he burned his costume and vowed to end his 


ww volumes took on the story 


is new life as a civilian, At the 
ler-Man: Chapter C 


adapting 


reworked Research Foundation, a pri 


brain trust that served a 


same time, a new title, Sp 


igin of Spider-Man and his early adven adapting 


playground for the country’s 


it to suit a new 


to move the wall INOTHE 


crawler’s early days 


from the 1960s and 


into the present day 


where he belonged 


New takes on old vii 
The relaunch also affected many of 


the established members of Spidey's 


rogues’ gallery, Characters like 


Vulture, Electro, and the 


cod ifcie bath 


The accident . 
The new Ch s tweaked ) 


spider 


Spider-Man went back i 


Detavius, Peter suddenly and fought new villain 


found himself an innocent bystander 


+ spent weeks in the hospital where 


his lifes 
4, Spider 


in a freak accident, The presence of a y 


tiny spider inside Doctor Octopus’ ey had written him off as another 


casualty of the fatal explosion. One day 


after leaving the hospital, Peter was friendly neighborhood 


nous explosic 


the survivors to radiation 


ermath of the exp found himself 15 feet up tt 


of the radiation-soaked spider as walking 


a0) uy 


Doomed 


Believing that Doctor Doom had somehow 


staged the plane crash in an elaborate plot co 


veled all the 


kidnap his wife, Spider-Mar 


way to Latveria in a desperate attempt to 


rescue Mary Jane, Unfortunately, the 


millennium with a bang. A big only existed in the web-head’s 


Git R-MAN BEGAN the new 


one! Friction had developed 


Mary Jane Parker 


between Peter and Mary Jane when she 
found out he had secretly returned to web: 
spinning, She also realized that someone was stalking 
her. To get away, Mary Jane accepted a modeling 
assignment in the small east European country of 


Latveria. However, her airplane exploded en route, 


and people feared the worst. Only Peter refused to 


believe that Mary Jane was dead. The people in his 


Twists and turns 


life had a habit of returning from the dead, so he lived in a state of complete Spider-Man's life was 


more complicated at this time 
The new Spider-Wom: 
94-95) wanted to date him. 
Venom (see pages 120-121) 
absorbed Carnage’s symbiote (see 
pages 126-127) and turned 


denial for many months. He distracted himself by challenging the Hulk to a 
fig 
didn't return, Peter 


t, and later traveled ro Latveria, But as time passed and Mary Jane 


ew to accept the grim reality of his wife’s death 


ast the other members of the 


DOWNWARD SPIRAL . x \" : \ Seiste Ss Gee page 58-59) 
‘ i] we ‘ Cletus Kasa 


escaped police custody. The Green 


Peter eventually lost his job at Tricorp and emporatily 


learned that Mary Jane's savings had been 


Goblin (see pages 54-55) even 
embezzled. Unable to afford their luxury 


made a surprise reappearance, and 
apartment, Aunt May moved back to P y Norman Osborn attempted to 
y brainwash Peter Parker into 


Forest Hills, and Peter started to share a ; ; 


rundown bachelor apartment with Randy 


Robertson. His life continued to make 


oned by a b 


some unexpected twists and turns, and he Sendimen 


started to explore alternative avenues, of deeing bs 


Spide 


trying things that hed never had the time 


or the nerve to do before. This included 
tak 


open mike night. Unfortunately, the 


his sharp wit onto the stage at an 


HISTORY REVISITED 


for 


results of this were not encourag ally accepted Mary Jane's death 


a future career in comedy Spider-Man soon learned that he had been recent magedies, the 


She was still alive. Drug 
cd off the plane before it took off, 
Living in denial she had been held prisoner by her stalker: 
While those around him mourned Spider-Man eventually rescued her, but that 
the loss of Mary Jane, Peter didn't necessarily mean that Peter and Mary 
refused to accept her death, 

After all, Aunt May had returned 


after her apparent death, and 


THE END: Jane got to live happily ever after 


Afier months of 


even Norman Osborn had 
returned to haunt Peter—so 
why couldn't Mary Jane? His 
feelings were confused even 
more when he received a simple 
all of ewo words; “She's 


alive!” Without hesitating 
Peter left for Latveria, hoping, 
to find his missing wife 


STRANGE NEW POWE 


ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN 


HEN THE Spider-Man relaunch (see pages 
146-147) was greeted with less than 
thunderous applause, the powers-that-be at 


mt mighty Marvel went back to the drawing board. 
Pere barker bid major motion picture was on the horizon, and they 


rf expected a veritable flood of new readers. They 


wanted to make absolutely certain that their flagship 


round g 5 
ical decisions 


loying the greatest scientific minds that Abek the incislanr tatiee labora 
money could buy, Norman Osborn was a aver feared a veal aeathic Fodor elise 


ruthless entrepreneur whose company Wea / advised Norman to accept no responsibility for the 


Osborn Industries 


and one of Peter's classmates. Peter seemed 


character would appeal to the current generation. Bill Jemas, Marvel’s 
. * oblivious to her obvious crush on him! 
Media, conceived of a bold new direction. world leader 


masterminded a 


Di 
Pres accident. But Osborn shocked the legal minds by 


ent of Publishing and New 


opting to play a more dangerous game 


Instead of merely as they had done with John 
Byrne's Spider-Man: 


completely overhaul the origin of Spider-Man, 


mping the web-sling 
“hapter One, Bill decided that the time had come to 


He ordered them to pay for Peter's medical bill 


and to keep a close eye on the teenager 


ToTAL MAKEOVER 


and critically acclaimed writer, Brian 


Fan favorite Norman Osborn, 


Michael Be 
an American icon, Working closely 

with Bill Jemas, Bendis took Stan Lee and Steve 
Ditko's original 11-p 


expanded it into an epic that played out over 


the special test 


Jis was hired for the daunting task of 


spider escaped 


from its containment 
jar. The follow 
Peter's class w 


day. 


on a tour of 


origin story and 


Osborn Industries. It was 


during the visit that the 


150 pages. Mark Bagley, whose distinetive art 


escaped spider bit Peter 


style practically defined 
Spider-Man in the 1990s, 
was brought in to visually 
Personal tour 

Shortly after Peter 
first be 


reinterpret the characters 


he knew so well, 
an to use his 


new powers, Norman 


NO HOLDS BARRED 
As with the original sory, 


Osborn treated the boy to a 


AUNT MAY 


special tour of his lab under the 


Peter designed his costume 


0 wear in the 


pretext of an apology for the 


Aunt May wis 


accident, In fact, Norman was 


entertainment business 


aw ere secretly anxious to obta 


However, instead of 
on TY, Peter 
the world of professional 


sample of Peter's blood and 


often surfed the 


discover any effects of the 


net for medica li 


spider's bite 


A. advice 
The new Peter Parker 


The new Peter Parker wasn't just a shy and 
Chaos unleashed 


When Ne 


Test subject 
After obtaining a sample of Peter's 


man tested Oz on himself 


exception 
spent his days in toral terror of being blood, Osborn discovered that the the results were even me 
humiliated by Flash Thompson and his teenager's blood cells had become than in Peter's case, Norm: 


fricnds. Barely able to speak to his fellow stronger and more spiderlike. He transformed into a demonic monster 
classmates, Peter cowered behind his books realized that his Oz formula was the that proceeded to destroy the Osborn 


nd then went on 


and came across as a roral dork. He was cause, and immediately decided to Industries building, 


Not 
Norman 
hunted down Peter, and the two 
battled as Spider-Man and the 

Green Goblin. 


to burn down his own h 


nself, after consulting 


dent and still had a close raxivonh 
his Aunt May and Uncle 


ned a ponytail and the 


still an honor 
relationshi 
Ben—who had 


laid-back personality of a former hippy! 


smpran from with one of his most trusted content with this destructi 


th scientists, Doctor Orto Octavius. 


ULTIMATE TALES pa 


A TER DEFEATING the Green Goblin for the first time, Peter fin 


Parker began to adjust to his new double life. He snapped some 
pictures of himself as Spider-Man and sent them to the Daily 
Bugle. Peter was surprised when this landed him a staff position 
working on the paper's web site. It wasn't long before Peter put the 
paper's resources to use in his crime fighting career. He began to 


research the man who shot his Uncle 


en, only to discov 
of the city’s crime was under the control of one man—Kingpin. 


Spidey began to wage war on Kingpin co avenge his uncle's 
death. H 


ually forced him to flee the country after 
capturing videotape of the crime boss murdering an associate. 


Tue Hits Keer On Coming 


Many familiar faces began to rear their ugly heads in the young hero's life, 
most of whom Peter Parker could have done without. Spider-Man was 
soon challenged by foes like Doctor Octopus, an ex-employee of Norman 
Osborn driven insane by an explosion 


at Oz Corp; Kraven the Hunter, a 


glory-secking reality star; and Venom, 
a former childhood friend of Peter's 
who was trapped in a bio-suit that 
tt 


cir scientist fathers had 


engineered years earlier, Even 
Gwen Stacy found her way into 
Peter's life and, later, home, Gwen's 
father was killed in the line of duty 


and the Parkers generously offered 


to take the young girl in, 


identity 


Ultimate Venom 
Peter Parker and Eddie Brock’s fathers 
were attempting to cure cancer 
through the engineering of a 
protoplasmic bio-suit when they 
were passengers on a faral phine 
crash, The sons decided to 
rekindle their fathers’ work but all 
did nor go according to plan 

One day, Peter was covered in 
protoplasm from the bio-suir 

and found that the suit 


od his powers 
anger. Secing the dange 


Peter destroyed the chemi 


Js. But 
Eddie had his own supply and used it on 
himself to become Venom. He then 
found himself bad pider-Man, a 


fight that Eddie seemingly did not survive 


THE ULTIMATE LIFE 


Pever may always be fighting 


4 web and a prayer 


Trouble in paradise 
When the street-smart Gwen Stacy transferred 10 
Midtown High, Mary Jane discovered that she had a rival 
for Peter's affections, Although Peter never thought of Gwen 
as anything more than a friend, Mary Jane couldnt help but 
feel jealous, especially when Gwen moved in to the Parkers’ home 


FALLING PREY 


Cane on) X-Friends 


Marry! 
Spider-Man has teamed up with other 
heroes from the Ultimate Universe, 
including X-Men members Marvel Girl 
Kitty Pryde, and Storm, He has also 
met the Ultimate version of most of 
his foes, including an Uhimate 
Six comprised of Sandman, 
Electro, Dr, Octopus, the 
Green Goblin, Kraven, and 
Spider-Man himself 


Harry Osborn’s powers were 


nlocked by the mysterious 


Shaw and he was 


Gwen's ultimate death 3 wae d into be 
The vampiric Carnage was a \ Z lobgoblin, an unwilling pawn 
combination of Parker's DNA and io YO in his father's double life. Spider 


Man defeated Harry, but was 


traumatized by the experience 


that from the Lizard. The creature 
lived by feeding off the energy of 
others. ‘Travelling to . worrying thar anyone close to 
the Parkers’ home in 
search of Spider-Man 
Carnage encountered 
the unsuspecting 
Gwen Stacy and fed 
on her, forcing Peter 
to deal with yet 


another tragic death, 


New romance 
When the X-Men’s Kitty 


Pryde called Peter out of 


‘The break up 
Peter didn’t want 
Mary Jane to be 
injured or killed like 


so many of the other 


the blue, the two met for a 
date and instantly hit it off 
Because Kitty also has 
superpowers, Peter feels that 
he can pursue a relationship 
with her, without having to 
constantly worry about her safety 


people he cared about 


and so he ended their 
relationship. This was 


a decision that neither 
Peter nor Mary Jane 


was happy about. 


SPIDER-MAN 2099 


N AN alternate future timeline, governments have given way to multinational 
| corporations that now rule the Earth. The year is 2099, and many things have 
changed in New York. People with jobs and money live in the upper levels of 
the inner city, where they are constantly watched by the Public Eye, 


1 ro enforce the corporate laws, Miguel O'Hara was a geneticist 


police force hit 


who worked in the bioen; 


most influential corporations. He was assigned to the Corporate Raider 
program, and it was his job to find a way to enhance human performance and 
produce the ultimate superspy. Inspired by the legend of the original Spider- 


Man, Miguel devised a procedure to rewrite a 
subject’s DNA, giving him the proportionate 
strength, speed, and agility of a spider. 


RAPTURE 


gucl was ordered by his boss to test his new 


Mi 


procedure on a human guinea pig, But the 


neticist was sickened by the result and tried to. 


resign. ‘To force Miguel to stay, his boss gave him a farewell 
drink laced with Rapture, a highly addictive and expensive 
drug whose distribution was controlled by Alchemax. Since 


Rapture bonds with its victims on a 


genetic level, Miguel attempted to 


cure his addiction by using his own 
experimental procedure to restore 
his original DNA. But at the last 
moment, a jealous coworker 


changed the imprint sequence 


and Miguel received the 
Spider-Man process instead, 


ing him the powers that 


turned him into the Spider-Man 


for a new generation, 


his life in 


re himself 


Roommates 
Miguel lives in the east wing on the 


252nd floor of Babylon Towers in 
New York. His fiancée, Dana 
D'Angelo, also lives there. She is 
employed by Synthia East and helps 
to develop new food resources for 
the overpopulated world of 2099. 


neering division of Alchemax, one of the largest and 


Holographic maid 


Miguel O'Hara’ 

Lyla, who is actually 
generated hologram 
programmed with near 


app 
completely capa 


computerized he 


te 


a pri 


Villains 2099 
Like his namesake, Spider-Man 2099 has had 
to battle a horde of colorful Super Villains, 


including Venture, a cyborg bounty hunter 


hired by Alchemax to capture the new web: 
slinger. Other villains include a sword: 


wielding, futuristic Samurai called the 


Specialis 


J an evil doppe 


vas one of Alchemas': most brilliant 
1 O'Hara was a 


new wall-crawler called Flipside 


Other heroes 
Spider-Man isn't the only costumed hero in 


former g; 


gained superht 


inhuman appearance, This era also has its own 
version of the Punisher, Doom, the Fantastic 
Four, and a virtual reality Ghost Rider. It even 


n of X-Men. 


has a new te 


Doow 2099 


Doom 2099 


mysteriously transported into the furure 
Doom 2099 claimed to be the original 
Doctor Doom. Found by a band of eyber 

to free his beloved Latveria 


from a dictator called Tiger Wylde, who was a 


former employee of Alchemax. 


Venom of 2099 a 


Athlete and nerd 


SPIDER-GIRL 


PIDER-GIRL LIVES in an 
alternative timeline, a future that 


might have been. In her reality, 


Peter and Mary Jane are still married, 


still living happily ever after, and their 


baby, named May, survived. During his 
final battle with Spi 


Man, the original Green Goblin was killed 
and Peter Parker lost his right leg. So Spider-Man retired from 


and Peter eventually got a job as a forensic scientist 


for the New York City Police Department. The family moved back 


into Aunt May's house in Forest Hills, and May grew up without 


learning that her dad had once been the friendly neighborhood 


web-slinger. Then one day May discovered she had inherited some 


very special powers 


LEGACY 


was already a teenager in high school when 


May “Mayday” Pa 


her powers first b 


an to manifest themselves. Their timing couldn't 
have been better. Normie Osborn, the 
son of Harry and grandson of 


Norman, had recently taken over 


the family business and become the 


newest incarnation of the Green 
Goblin. Blaming Peter for the deaths 


of his father and grandfather, the 


new Goblin tried co goad Peter 
into resuming his costumed identity 
so that he could have the honor of 
killing Spider-Man, 
ok Mayday 


jane 


tic and 


her about Peter's past 


So, donn incle Ben 
Reilly's old costume, May 


Parker became Spider-Girl 


She defeated Normie and 


managed to save her father. 


With a little help from her 
M her parents tric 


SPIDER-MAN IN THE 2000s 


HEN JOE Quesada took over as editor-in-chief at Marvel 
ig changes were made to the Spider-Man family of books. 
J. Michael Straczynski, of television's Babylon 5 fame, took 


Spider-Man and was partnered with 


over the writing on Amazing 


renowned comic artist John Romita, Jr. With inker Scott Hanna 
the ream began to examine Spider-Man's origin from a new and 


more mystical point of view. Over on Peter Parker: Spider-Man, 


Paul Jenkins, who would later achieve prominence for revealing the 
secrets of Wolverine’s past in Origin, teamed with artist Mark 
Buckingham in order to tell stories grounded more in the personal 
life of Peter Parker. Humberto 
Ramos would later take up the 
art when the book was 
relaunched in 2003 as The 
Spectacular Spider-Man. \n 2004 
a new title, Marvel Knights 
Spider-Man, emerged with fan 
favorites Mark Millar and Terry 
Dodson at the helm. It was later 


decided to fold this title into 


regular Spider-Man continuity 
and it was changed to 


Ser 


tional Spider-Man. Roberto 


Aguirre-Sacasa and Angel 
Medina became this book’s new team of storytellers. In addition, Peter 


David, a favorite scribe from Spider-years past returned to Peter Parker's 


world when he was given his own title, Friendly Neighborhood Spider-Man. 
Struc Popular artist Mike Wieringo joined David on this title, adding his 


trademark humor to Spidey’s life 


a 


2001 2002 Fa 2003 


Amazing Spider-Man 
vol, 2.436 (Dee. 2001 
SL tribute isue 


Spectacular Spider-Man 


™ 20005 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


B ACK WITH Mary Jane after an extended period of separation, Peter 


decided to get his life in order once again. He took a job teaching science 
at his old high school in Queens. He continued to do some freelance 


photography for the Daily Bugle in his free time, what little he had. Spider 


Man's life got a lot busier too, He soon found himself running a virtual 


gaundlet of his familiar foes, including a more powerful Electro (see p 


Returning to his roots 


50-51) and the Vulture (see pages 42-43), all bankrolled by the ever-scheming Wandering id school one day, Peter 


Green Goblin (see pages 54-55). Even Venom (see pages 120-121) returned 
after Eddie Brock relinquished the symbiote. This alien life form found its way 
inco the more than capable hands of “Mac” Gargan, the villain formerly known, 
as the Scorpion (see pages 60-61) 


THe Stacy LEGACY 


‘ One day, Spider-Man visited Gwen Stacy's gravestone at 
the local cemetery, He was surprised when he found 
himself under attack by two superpowered individuals 

with seemingly spiderlike powers, However, his 
} surprise gave way co shock when he 


unmasked one of his assailants only to 


discover that she was the 


spitting image of Gwen 


Stacy (see pages 82-83) 
Gwen had apparently had 
an affair with Norman 
Osborn while in 


London years ago, and 


had given birth to 
owins, Gabriel and 
Sarah, Osborn had Gil 


«raised the pa imself and had used 


his goblin formula to accelerate their age / b 


rapidly. He also instilled in them his (nay ¢ 


family’s hatred for Spider-Man at 


Man “in check,” the Gr 
fought Spide 


Super-charged 
Max Dillon had plenty of time 


metal and manipulate magnetism, 


HE DOCTOR IS IN 


EZEKIEL 


AN ECCENTRIC, mysterious 
A millionaire with abilities startingly 
like Spider-Man's, Ezekiel appeared 


suddenly in Peter Parker's life and just as 


suddenly turned it upside down. Ezekiel told 
Peter that his spider-powers were not merely 
the by-product of a scientific accident. Peter 
Parker was, in fact, the newest appointee in 
1 long line of animal-powered warriors. He 
then warned Peter of the predator Morlun 
who would feed on those totemistic abilities. 
Ezekiel and Spider-Man eventually fought 


Morlun and Ezekiel seemingly perished 


WINNING FAVOR 


Ezekiel had actually survived the battle with Morlun and he 


reemerged in Spider-Man's life several more times at moments of 


uich as the wasp-like Shathra. Peter grew to trust his newfound 


mentor, a trust that Ezekiel would later exploit for his own means. 


Panic room 
Ezekiel had a spec 


PETS Welcome to my parlor 


a After luring Spider-Man bi 


Ezekiel m 
mmoned a sf 
into thinking that Peter was 


champion and worthy of sucrifi True colors 
When Ezekiel wa 


MORLUN 


PREDATOR by nature, 
Morlun existed merely to feed 
off the abilities of people with 


animal-based powers. This deadly 


being was able to absorb life-force 
through physical contact with his 
victims. Traveling to New York to 
prey on Spider-Man, Morlun ime t0 
hand 


began to reek havoc in order to 
prepare for 


upcoming 
battle with Spider-Man 


Spidey soon realized that Morlun’s 


strength was like nothing hed ever faced before. Spidey 
knew that continuing to challenge Morlun hand-to 


hand would be futile. Spider-Man was finally able to 


lure Morlun to a nuclear power plant, where he 


weakened his foe with dangerous radiation 


TOUGHER THAN 


EMPLOYEE BENEFITS HE LOOKS 


Morlun traveled across the globe with 


Dex, his manservant, whom he abused at 


every given opportunity. Shortly after 
Spider-Man tricked Morlun into 
absorbing dangerous radiation, Dex took 
revenge upon his master, He shot and 


apparently killed Morlun, reducin 


former boss to a simple pile of ash 


Home help 
Even thou 


with the vampire 
Morlun could only survive by sucking the energy out of other killed Mo 


h Dex shot and supposedly 
un, Spider-M. 
se with animal-based powers, escape, realizing the t¢ 


let Dex 


superpowered beings, particularly ¢ nt thar Morhun 


The longer he spent berween feedings 


the weaker he would become had pur his former servant through. 


) HOME AGAIN Recruitment drive 


"yy THE NEW AVENGERS = oe 


HEN ELECTRO (see pages 50-51) caused 

W: breakout at New York's maximum ro such a national ior 
security prison, the Raft, Spider-Man 

suddenly found himself allied with other 

| heroes in order to quell the riots. Captain 


ited by the Super Villain Seurn, America, Luke Cage, Iron Man, Spider- 
Bl di 


rely heavily on subtlety 


afi penitentiary 


Ec it Woman Jessica Drew, the enigmatic Sentry, 
and Daredevil all joined the web-head in 
order to keep the escapes to a minimum. Convinced 
their gathering was an act of fate, Captain America 
took it upon himself to recruit this group to form 
an all-new team of Super Heroes—the New 
Avengers. Despite Daredevil turning down 
the offer, the 


am would later journey to 


the prehistoric Sa Land, and Wolverine 


would join their cause, helping to flesh 
out the roster. 


EVER AFTER 


After their initial mission in the Savage Land, the 
New Ay 


fighting 


s didn’t slow their pace. Busy Close quarters 


ats like ¢ 


mutant powerhouses in Canada, the team still 


When Peter caught 
Wolverine fire 


his wife, Mary Jane, th 


ized crime in Japan and 


managed to find time to marry off one of their 


two found themselves a 
own when Luke Cage proposed to girlfriend, and bight lm aa A 
bickering. W 
Spider-M 


former Avenger herself, Jessica Jones 


Crowd control 


Daredevil, Spider-Woman, and Luke Cage were on Young at heart 


the Raft for business during the breakout, but Spider Ic wasn't long after moving into Stark Tower that Aunt 
Man had to hitch a ride to the prison on Captain May began to develop a relationship with the Avenger 
America’s helicopter. He would regret this decision longtime bu Edwin Jar The ewo began re, and 
when he discovered the breakout was so severe May found her: harboring her first true for 
Spider-Man even lost his mask in the commotion other man since her husband, Ben, died, 


Movin’ on up 
Stark Tower also served as the 


Avengers’ new headquarters and 


May had to 
ind exiting the bu 
Parker to Spider-Man. Ons 


Tower. Pe 


keep a low p 


of the press saw Mary Jane entering the building. Ri 


circulating that she was having an affair with Tony Stark himself 


A firm hand 
Aunt May rarely stood for Wolve 


rather uncouth nature. She er 


the same rules at Avengers Towe 
that she did in her own 
home throughout 


Going public 
After a battle with the dark side of the Sentry's 
personality, the Void, the Avengers returned home 
to find their headquarters a little less than 
inconspicuous. The Sentry’s previously invisible 
watchtower had materialized over Stark Tower. Iron 
Man organized a press conference and officially 
announced the New Avengers’ roster to the world. 


VITRUVIAN SPIDER-MAN 
When Spider-Man was pushed 


10 the brink of extinction, he 
EW THINGS in Spider; 
Man's life would test his 


realized he had two choices 4 spend his final da 
ch 


Calling in favors 
When Spider-Man learned of 
his illness, he decided to 


THE DEATH OF SPIDER-MAN 
York, Spider 


ro.evolue.or die 


various technol 
that he had ace 
‘ke took Mary Jane 
aid Aunt May ona 


acter as much as when 


he learned that he had 


iijews contracted a terminal illness, Spidey 


} nostalgic trip through 


was plagued with disturbing dreams nose ip hough 
as his powers weakened. His life took yet . one ial ime. He also 
Man's space pods to 


how Maty Jane a view 


another turn for the worse when Morlun 


ge 165) returned from the dead to 


BF she wouldn't forg: 


The awful truth 


Man engaged ina aS | 
final conflict with Morlun, a battle J | Aber ene ee 


. cy P ; 
Ni Pras a 
AY, Pete finally old Mary Jane ert} e Rebirth Ca 

\ Aunt May about his diagnosis 4 a ‘ . rt en Aver 

A “They tried to comfort biti $ y ‘ Ale reuning to Avenger: | 

best as they could, and Maya 4 Tomas iat Jane ve | 

ss insisted Peter gee # 3 | shocked to discover tha | . = 
g second opinion. f ; , Peter's body was reduced tof 


family, Spider 


neither would walk away from. 


STRANGE METAMORPHOSIS 


After a ferocious fight on a busy New York 


1 lifeless husk that had splic 


City strect, Morlun defeated Spider-Man and ‘open in two, as if something 


had hatched from inside it. | 
was about co absorb his entire life-force, However, Meanwhile, trapped in some 


Morlun was interrupted before he could feed on his prey 
He returned later to Spider-Man's hospital bed where the 
hero rested in a critical condition, As Morlun approached 


sort of dream state, Peter 


had found his way beneath 
New York City bridge 


and somehow incased 


1, the spider half of Peter's personality took hold, and himself inside a giant 


suddenly he attacked the villain, killing cocoon. Peter later emerged 


him and feeding on his energy like 1 re : ; eyes glow and with from the cocoon a new 


al wry gf : man, reborn without the 


1 wild animal. Afterward, Peter 5 mystically transformed 


. slightest trace of his 
reverted back to normal and finally Br hp Mabe isla creative oF pale Becetiines 
passed away in Mary Jane's arms. instinct. Somehow the prey had beec 

\ 2 ; 4 the predator, as Morlun would rea 
meeting his untimely demise. Spider-Man 
fed on Morlun's energy and then as 
quickly as he had morphed into his 
primal form, he changed back co the 


Bdying Peter Parker, f ZAP that he was much more in 


New Powers 
Spider-Man soon discovered 


tune with his spider half 


than ever before, He 


ified, and he 
could even adhere 

abjects to his back, a 
natural extension 
of his old wall: 
crawling 

ability 


MORLUN'S RETURN B 


While Morlun haunted Peters dreams, he 
kept close tabs on Mary Jane as well, even 
following her while she worked at a theater 


ULTERIOR MOTIV 


THE IRON SPIDER 


HEN PETER Parker returned from the dead 
with his original costume shredded (see pages 
168-169), Yony Stark decided to take it upon 


himself to create a new uniform for his New Avengers 
teammate. With the same sophisticated nanotechnology 
that he used in his Iron Man suit, Stark developed a 
new look for Spider-Man that contained gadgets 
and gizmos to aid Spidey in his war on crime. 


UPGRADE 


Spider-Man adapted to his new costume 
quite easily, using its abilities to fight 


criminals in ways he wouldn't have been 


able to before. His new costume let him 
switch from his civilian identity to 
Spider-Man in no time, remain 
underwater for extended periods, and stay 
in constant contact with the police and his 


New Avengers teammates (see pages 166-167), 


CAST IRON 


Just like some real 
spiders, Spidey can 


jaar on the wind, 


In flight 
Spider-Man can glide for 
short distances at a time by 


opening his arms and 


allowing the mesh webbing 


to cateh the air currents 


Ic isa power he often 


employs when there is simply 


nothing around to sw 


All ears “ Where's waldo? 


letting him see 
ultrav 


innocent gil’s life 


Telling Aunt May 
Peter never had a choice when it 
came to revealing his identity to 
his Aunt May. She walked in on 
him while he was unconscious 
having narrowly survived his first 
battle with the Super Villain 

Morlun (see page 165) 


ia 


r 
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| Close call 
| When J. Jonah Jameson had 
originally seen pictures of 
Peter partially unmasked, 
Parker tricked Jameson into 
believing that Spider-Man 


act his own son, John, 


(see page 69) 


UNMASKED 


Pie. no Super Hero in the entire Marvel Universe 


has guarded his identity more closely than Peter Parker 
Witnessing the death and destruction that could result 
from the wrong people learning his secrets, Peter has 
protected his alter ego at all costs, not wanting to endanger 
his family and friends. But this changed when Iron A 


Man called on him to support the Superhuman 
Registration Act, a bill thae insisted that all 
people with superpowers disclose their 


identities to the US government 
Spider-Man did the unthinkable and 
revealed his identity to the entire world. 


Press RELEASE 


Attending a press conference organized by 
Tony Stark, Spider-Man removed his mask 
publicly, This bold statement encouraged all 


other Super Heroes to do the same, and 


ed the web-crawler's life forever: 


Spidey soon realized he was now a 


celebrity, and practically a spokesperson 


for a cause that he hadn't completely 


up his own mind about 


The old standard 

Peter chose to wear his 
traditional Spider-Man 
costume when he made his 
identity 
He fe 


own to the pres 


his act would pay 
1 entirety of his 


career, and quench any doubts 


of his authenticity 


SPIDER-MAN AROUND THE WORLD 
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AFTERWORD 


HEN I was first offered this assignment, 
I thought it would be fun. It gave me a 
justifiable excuse to pull out my old co 
and spend some quality time with my good friend 
Pete Parker. 
Another friend of mine, Peter Sanderson—auchor 
len andl Marvel 
Universe—warned me that a project like this was 
always a lor harder than ic looked. 
Seems we were both right. 
Lets talks about the fun part first. I've known Pete Parker 
for the majority of my life, and [ really like the guy. 
He struggles, equivocates, whines, screws up, and knows 
heartache—just like a real person! Unlike most real people, 
though, you can always counc on him to do the right thing, 
simply because it is the right thing, 
I might have wanted to be Superman, the Phantom, or 
John Carter of Mars when I grew up, but lve always had 
a lot more in common with Pete. I can identify with his 
money problems, his constane struggle for acceptance, and 
his desperate attempts to juggle personal happiness with 
duty and responsibility 
Pete has always been a major source of inspiration for me. 
Whenever I confrone a seemingly overwhelming obstacle, 
[ picture him buried under that mountain of rubble in the 
Master Planner’s hideout, striving to free himself as the 
water rises around him. I recall his sense of humor in the 
face of adversity, his humility in the aftermath of victory. 
And [try to keep an eye out for future problems that 
may be running past me in the hall. 
As for the hard work part, rereading old comics can 
be a real delight, but paging through 15 or 20 books in 
a desperate (and often futile) search for a single arcane fact 
or a specific image gets rather old after the first few hours. 
(Especially when you're a writer like me who is usually 
paid co make things up!) 


And now, some recognition is in order... 

While I cruly enjoyed the trip down memory lane, never 
would have completed this book without a litle help from 
y friends. The original comics may have provided the basis 
of my actual source material, but I also relied rather heavily 
‘on the work of people like Mark Gruenwald, Peter 
nderson, Elliot Brown, Mark Bernardo, Bob Budiansky, 
Tom Brevoort, Eric Fein, and all the others who concributed 
to The Official Handbook Of The Marvel Universe (all three 
editions) and Spider-Man Unmasked. George Olshevsky’s 
The Official Marvel Index To The Amazing Spider-Man and 
Roger Stern's Spider-Man: The Secret Story Of Marvel’ 
World-Famous Wall Crawler also came in very handy. 

Peter Parker wouldn't exist without the creative genius 
of Stan Lee and Steve Ditko. Nor could Spider-Man have 
retained his popularity without the contributions of the 
talented writers and artists who followed, people like John 
Romita, Sr, ine, Ross Andru, Roy Thomas, Gerry 
Conway, Len Wein, Roger Stern, Bill Mantlo, Al Milgrom, 
David Michelinie, Todd McFarlane, and so many others. 

Tam also deeply indebted to all those who collaborated 
with me on my own spider-work, most especially Ron 
Frenz, Pat Olliffe, Sal Buscema, Mark Bagley, Ron Lim, 
Al Williamson, Marc DeMauteis, Todd DeZago, Danny 
Fingeroth, Ralph Macchio, and all che rest. 

Lowe Ben Abernathy for conning me into signing on 
for this project, and will forever be grateful to my editor, 
Jon Richards, for his guidance and patience. 

I would also like to express my gratitude to you, 
my reader, for being a spider-fan just like me, 


Thanks for being there! 


Pong =e 
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